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I. INTRODUCTION Central 12 elligance

- The following paragraphs state the general knowledge on the basis of
. which we may consider debating the question of Human Rights in the U,8,8.R.:~

1e The Stalin Constitution of 1936 morked the end of the transition from
capitalism o socialism in the U.S,S,R., and specifically granted to Soviet
citizens freedom of specch, freedom of the press, {recdom of assembly and
freedom of street processions and demonstrations, Inviolability of person, of
domicile, and secreccy of correspondence were also guaranteed, The Statels
cxeoutive and legislative bodies were to be clected by universal, cqual and
direet suffrage, and all citizens irrespective of race, nationality, religicn,
education and social position were cqually cligible for clection, In addition
to these rights the Constitution pledged frecdom of religious practice, though
not of religious teaching,

2. The Soviet citizen is thereforc nominally assured almost all the
fundamental rights which Western democratic opinion regards as essential,

The importent question is, however, how these provisions of the Soviet
Constitution are implemented. It is now becoming widely known that these much
vaunted freedoms do not in fact exist there,

3. Speech is free only for thore who adhere strictly to the fluctuations
of the official propaganda line, TFor those who voice disagrecment or complaint
there is immediate arrest and harsh sentence by the Ministry of the Interior

or 3tate Security. Soviet propaganda will always contend that Soviet eitizens
can and do publicly criticise burcavcratic shortcomings and mistakes in their
country, but we know well that thce actions and words of the ruling clique of
the moment sre sacrosanct and can never be the target of such criticisme

Loy The Soviet cltizen is frce to publish material in the press only if it
is in total agreement with official Party policy. Moreover since the autumn of
1946 it hos been obligatory for Soviet writers to participate actively in
Party propaganda and not merely to refrain from criticism,

Be Gatherings, meetings, processions and demonstrations arc organised for
the Soviet worker through his Trade Union or fhrough the Party, But Trade
Unions are a governmental body; thelr leaders are appointed from above; and
their function is to carry out the instructions of the Government and %o
administer the various "soclal benefits" provided by Soviet labour legislation,

6, Strikes are unknown in the Soviet Union, but bad, indeed appallingly
bad working conditions and extremely low wages arc by no means rare, There is
no specific legislation against strikes, but stoppages of work which have
occurred have been regarded as acbs of sabotage. In short, the worker's right
of orgenisation under the Soviet Trade Union system is remarksbly similar to
those under the Nazis! Arbeitsfront,

T Although the Stalin Constitubion provides for inviolability of person
and domicile, yet it is widely known that arbitrary arrcst and house-sesrching
are of almost daily occurrence .in the Soviet Union, Such actions are well
within the unlimited rights of the Political Police, an immense and alle
pervading organisation which functions extra-constitutionally,  All Soviet
citizens who are suspected of polibical heresy - actual or potential -~ are in
constant danger of arbitrary arrest without public trial, which may well lead

to exile and forced labour in concentration cemps under terrible and brutal
conditions, under sentences which may be arbitrarily prolonged: even after
release they arec often not permitted to rcturn to their own homes but are forced
to seek employment in specially rcscrved areas, The nunber of thesc slaves is
estimated by reliable observers, including Soviet officials, at from 7-15 millions,
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8. The crimes for which Soviet citizens can be held guilty are almost

infinite in their variety, ranging from suspected contact with the Yopposition®
of the nineteen~thirties to mere complaints against working and living

© conditions and against burcaucratic corruption and brutality, to failure to

comply with swiftly changing government orders, and to relations, however
innocuous, with foreigners,

e Soviet elections arc indeed universal, cqual and direct, but therc is
only one candidate in every constituency and he is nominated for election by

the trade union, factory or cultural organisations, which arc entirely dominated
by the Communist Party, Thus the Soviet citizen is only permitted to vote for
one candidate who has becn nominated ultimately from the Kremlin,

10, Freedom of religious practice, though not of religious propaganda,

is now permitted in the. Sovict Union, The Russian Orthodox Church has now’
been entircly subordinated to the Soviet regime. Other religions, however,
though officially tolerated, are viewed with a much less bencvolent eyee

There is, however, no confusion within the Soviet Union concerning the relation
of Commmism and religion, Communism is and always will be firmly opposed %o
religion of any description, This point is stressed by all Party vwriters and
spokesmen, Religlous teaching is for all practical purposes forbidden ~ the
few seminarics which are permitted toexist sre of no importance apart from
their propaganda value in non-Soviet countrics,

11y | The reason for this invalidation of constitutionally established
freedoms lies in the sbscnce of effective safeguards in the Constitution or the
codes for the protection of the rights of the individual, The Executive may
guarantee the Soviet citizen certain clearly formulated givic rights but of
what use is that guarantec if there is no independent court of appeal where he
can defend himself from the Executive'!s encroachments on those civic rights?
For while the Judges and Assessors are all crected, the right to nominate them
for election is reserved to the Cormunist Party, the Trade Unions, Cooperatives,
etc, Thus all nominations are under the control of the Party and so of the
Excoutive, Tinally, cven if therc were an independent court where the Soviet
citizen could seck redress for his wrongs against the State, what would it avail
him 1f certain fundamental rights are not guaranteed to him in law? There is
no Habeas Corpus in the Sovict Union., The basic principles of human rights %o
which we cling so jealously in Britain - i,e., the principle that a man is
innocent until he is proved guilty, or that Justice must not only be done but
mugt manifestly be showmn to be done (to mention only two), is nowhere o be
found in the Soviet Constitution or the variocus Soviet codes, Moreover, the
ebsence of any statutory limitations on the powers of the secret police or of
any clearly defined procecdure in rogard to arrest and imprisonment at their
hands presents the Ixecutive with arbitrary powers of so decisive a kind as 4o
render worthless the greater part of the pledges of protection which are given
in the much~vaunted Stalin Gonstitution, Pinally, there is no freedom of
press, speech and agitation to keep watch over thesc issues,

12, The Soviet regime moreover is openly and avowedly the dictatorship of
the proletariat, i,e. the one-party rule of the Soviet Communist Party, and the
corollary to this dictatorship must necessarily be the suppression of parlia-
mentary government; parliamentary institutions and of the guarantee of civil
liberties which they rcpresent,
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COMMENTS O DRAFT DECLARATION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS, &4RTICLE BY ARTICLE, :

The following papges contain commcnts on each paragraph of the
Draf't Declaration on Human Rights in the light of its validity undor present
or past conditions in the Soviet Union, Soviet legislation and Soviet
official pronouncements on the principles raiscd in each paragraph are quoted
where possible, followed by comment on how those principles are actually
applied in the Soviet Union, Evidence for Soviet violation of human rights
is given from Sovict sources wherever this is possible, Where it is not, it
has been necessary to fall back on the First-hand accounts of recent defectors
or refugees from the Soviet Union such as Victor Kravchenkoe and others, This
evidence, though challenged of course by the Soviect Govermaent and its propa-
gandists, nevertheless now forms a great body of documentation of a well-
eatablished set of facts, Evidence from Sovict sources is naturally not to
be had, except by implication.

ARTTCLE I, No comment,

ARTICLE 2, In the Soviet Union there is no discrimination against race,

colour, sex or language, (For rcligion see under Articlc 16,) There is,
however, merciless discrimination against heterodox political or other opinions,
Soviet citizens who air or who arc cven suspected of professing views differing
from the official Soviet line of the moment are immediately victimised, If

the hercsy is a political one, it involves the herctic in prosecution, If it
is non=political, i.e., involving a deviation from the so-called Marxist-Leninist
theories on the principles of science, art, etc., the heretic nay be punished
less strictly, but it is certain that even in this case he would be denied

the rights comprised in Articlc 17. Exarples of discrimination on grounds of
political ¢pinion are the trials of tho so~called left wing Trotskyist
opposition, Zinoviev and Kamenev, who were executed in 1936, Trotsky himself
having been previously expelled from the Soviet Union; or of the somcalled
right wing opposition led by Buharin and Rykov, who wore executod in 1938,

None of them were, of course, accused of political heresy but of terrorism,
treason, wrecking, sabotage, ete, = the usual crimes imputed to any political
opposition in the Soviet Union,

Recant cxarples of Soviet discrimination on grounds of "non-political"
opinion are the dismissal of the Scoretary of the Bilological Departnent of the
Soviet dAcademy of Scicences, Orbeli, and of the Director of the Severtsov
Institute of Evolutionary Morphology, Shmalgouzen, This purge took place after
a debate in the Lcadeny of Agricultural Sciences during vwhich Lysenko arraigned
numerous Soviet biologists for propagating "reactionary idealistic" theories
and retarding the development of Soviet agriculturc, These dismissed persons
will have no opportunity of excrcising the right of freedom of cxpression
under Article 17, unless, of coursc, they recant,

There 1ls no case regarding discrimination in the Soviet Union on
grounds of. property or other status, or of national or social origin, in spite
of well-established cascs of violent discrimination by the monopolistic
Communist Party on the last score, '

ARTICLE 3. As has been shown by innumerable instances only those who subscribe
unreservedly to the Commnist Party line enjoy the right to life, liberty and
securlty of person in the Soviet Union., For details see under Articles L., T,
8, 9, 10, 11 and 12,

¢ AFTIME AN

CONF!DENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2

€L mIAL CONTROL U, S. CIFICIALS OMLY

BT

S Ce‘n,\i
ARTICIE L., I ‘
This is the matter on which we may, above all others, join issue with
* the Soviet Union if necessary.

The following corments may oppenr to contain some swoeping statements,
They are based however on a large volume of overwhelmingly consistent evidence,
mogtly from first-hand accounts of refugees, which cannot be dismissed. The
comment is long because the subject is huge and it is irmpossible to forecast
&t what length documentation will be nceded:= -

4, Existence of slavery (Clause 1), It can be stated that millions of the
inhabitants of the Soviet Unién are today living in o state of slavery in the
organilsations. known as Corrective Labour Camps., This state of affairs has been
in existence on an ever-increasing scale for the last eighteen ycars, There are
some 125 of thesc slave lobour camps (according to the convincing study "Forced
Labour in Sovdidt Russia' by Dallin and Nikolaevsky), and most of them are
situated in the Lrctic Regions of the Soviet Union., Thoir object is to
assenble together a vast cheap labour force for the implementation of large-
scale building projects of the Soviet Govermment and thus save the expenditure
of foreign exchenge on imported machinery., The most important of these camps
are -

(1) the Dalstroy Camps of the Par East, including the numerous
gold mining cemps on the Kolyma River (300,000 to 1,100,000),

(2) the group of camps around Lake Baikal, occupled in the con=
struction of the Baikal-fmur railway (500,000},

(3) tho Pechora Camps, occupied in building the Kotlas-Vorkuta
railway and in mining and lumbering (900,000 to 1,000,000),

(4) the Yagry and adjoining camps in the Lrchangel reglon, which
were engoged during the war in developing the White Sea ports
(500,000) , o

(5) tho Karaganda Caomps, engaged in mining (450,000),

Firat-hand accounts are consistent in stating that the majority of
the inmates of these canps are so-called "political offenders", They comprise
peasants suspected of individualistic tendencies and thus undesirable on the
collective fayms, the mejority of whom are Ukrainians and other national
minorities -~ Kazakhs, Uzbeks, Kirghiz, Mordvinians Caucasisms, ete,; persons
who have been abroad or have members of theilr families obroad; fermer
inhabitants of the borderlands, mostly Poles, Chinese and Korcans; persons
condermned for their religious beliefs, Catholics, Baptists and merbers of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church; officinls sontenced for political offences such as
"sabotage"; and persons condermed for specific war-time crimes such as
collaboration, but including prisoncrs of wor and nationale of countries
occupicd at the end of the war,

B, Conditions (ef. Clausc 2 of this Article). In almost all cases the victims
have been sentenced nob by & court bub simply by some agency of the secret
police. The conditions under which these unfortunates work has been described
by those who have managed to escape to a country where they can tell their
tale, The prisoners work on almost but not quite a starvation diet, are fed
between L and 5 a.m, before leaving for work and after their return betwoen

5 ond 7 pem, As & rule all prisoners except the full-nomm workers recelve no
food during 12 hours of work and arc scarcely able to stagger back to their
compound, :
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The minimum norms of work are continually being raised, which forces
the prisoner to strain more and more to attain his 100% norm,  The desire
for more food drives them on, in some cases o complete exhaustion, since
the nourishment from the slightly larger rations which they obtain if they
exceed the norm does not supply the extra chergy they expend to get it,

Clothing is 0ld and ruch worn., After a few weeks of use it turns
into a heap of worn and torn rags, Cases of frozen fect and toe anputations
are common,

The iron stoves in the barracks heot a radius of only five to six
yeards, leaving the rest of the building cold, Fuel shortage is constant, cven
in camps in the denhsest forest arcas, as the militory guard frequently
refuses the necessary escort for the prisoncrs to go and febtch the firewood
they need, .

The sanitary conditions arc appalling, In the carps in the north there
was no soap elther for bathing or laundry, The innates suffer from scurvy
and pellagra and there arc wany cases of swelling due to undernourishment,

Several camps are known for particularly bad living conditions and
cruel treatment of prisoners:

(1) The Dzhido cluster of Fostorn Siberdia has a particularly
high rate of atterpted sscapes because of insufficicnt food
and harsh treatment: +the administration has chained captured

fugitives for the romainder of their sentences,

-(2) The mortality in two punitive carps in the Far Tast (one on
the Kolyma River and the other on the lower Yenisei) is
reported to exceed 30% per year, No corrcspondence of the
Prisoners with their relatives and friends is permitted,

(3) The Vorkuta camps have an extrenely high rate of mortality,

(4) A carp near Komsomolsk in the Far Bast, where men and women
are interned for "disloyalty to the Sovict Union", is notorious
for the bad food, severc punishment and high death toll.

(5) In certain camps of the Pochora cluster corporal punishmen®
(officially sbolished in 1917~18) has been reintroduced,

(6) The Krasnoyarsk corps with about 10,000 prisoners are conspicuous
for their lack of nedical facilitics and hospitals,

There are special Forced Labour Camps for womon, The Yagry Women'ts
Caxp (Archangel area) is known for its hard living conditions, and at a
similar camp at Stalinogorsk the women are forced to work in the Tula iron and
coal mines under extremely harsh conditions and with little food,

Not only have the majority of thesc victime been banished to these
places of torment without any proper trial, but they have not even the consolation
- of knowing that if they survive the sentcnco they will be releascd when they
have served their full term, In many casces the sentence is arbitrarily
prolonged and even in cases of releasc the victins are refused permission to
‘return to their homes and arc directed to special reserved arcas,
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C. Evidence from Victins, ' The dotails in A ancf i above have been collected
by Dallin and Nikolaevsky on the basis of a most extensive bibliography of
the subject, including as many first-hand accounts as possible, - Most of the
details of prison life recounted ghove are drawm from the personal experience
of Professor Ernst Tallpren, who was a prisoner in the Soviet labour camps
from 1940-1942 and has contributed a chapter to Dallin and Nikolaevsky's
book,

Further first-hand information on Forced Labour Camps can be road
in Kravchenko's book 'I Chose Froedom!', the following oxtracts from which
confirm many of the reports which Dallin and Nikolaeveky have asscrbleds

(1) At the end of 1939, Rravchenko was himsclf engaged in
negotiations with the NKVD for supplies of forced labour, The NKVD
representative oxplained that there was no dearth of prisoners,
including the required percentage of skilled workcrs. Kravchenko
visited one of the local concentration carps containing 3,000 inmates
to discuss the guestion of accormodation, and describes in detail
the £ilth of the barracks and their immates, the entire lack of
furniture and facilities,

(2) Krevehenko ;ives, from his personal exporicnce, this
description of the use of forced labour in the Nikopol combinat:
"One day, in the nidst of the inflated hopes for some change for
the better (froa the new Constitution) I noticed a contingent of
NKVD soldiers, carrying rifles, around the new building area,
It could mean only one thing: that forced labour had been brought in,

"I approached theé scenc, My suess was right. Four or five
hundred hagrerd men and wonen were working under armed guard, They
were as tragic looking a group of human creatures as I had ever seen,
Their wnsmiling silence was more terrible than their raggedness,
filth and physical degradation, They went aboub their work like
people doomed, too apathetic to examine their surroundings or to
corrmune with the free workers near them,

"4t the end of each day the prisoncrs were lined up and marked

' off to a special prison barracks a few miles away., I learned that
this Iabour had been 'contracted! for by the construction officials
in forral negotiations with the NKVD, A flat sum per prisoner, sbout
equal to the amount paid to free workers, was paid to the NKVD,
Besides using millidns of political prisoners directly - in mining
salt or pold, laying rails, felling forests, clearing swamps,
building harbours = the NKVD farmed out its surplus slaves toother
Soviet enterprises,"

When Kravchenko was transferred to Taganrog, on the Azov Sea,
he found the sane systen in operation on a larzer scale,

"4 large contingent of NKVD slaves did most of the heavy work
of loading and unloading at our warechouscs. They warked ten or
twelve hours a day under armed survelllance, An oven larger sroup
toiled on new construction projects at the neighbouring Sulinsky
Metallurgioal plant; and I was always running into gangs of these
helots on the auto-highwoy between Taganrog and Rostov."

(3) The wife of an engineer told Kravchenko of her struggle to
get permission to visit her husband in a concentration coarp in the
Urals, which she finally received after one yenr, Heor description of
the camp and its inmates merits quotation,

&
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"The concentration carp was miles from the station,,...
Around us were thick forests and wild cliffs, Finally we came
to'a kind of Plateau, a huge open space surrounded by tall
barbed~wire fences, '

"Beyond the fence I could sce the long rows of barracks,
with their tiny barred windows. T could see guards walking
around, sone of then with vicious~looking dogs at their heels,
48 I stood at the gate in the rain awaiting admission, a
detachment of about three hundred prisoners, walking four
abreast, returncd fron the forests to the carp., Never in
ny life had I seon human beings so degraded and ravaged,

These were not men but the cbscene shadows of men, repulsive
locking caricotures of human beings in rags and tatters, They
were all bearded, with wasted bodics, dragsing their fook
through the mud in the last stages of deadly fatiguc,.,... ..

I saw 2 haggard old nan approach, followed by a Chekist with
a drawn revolver. The mants ragced beard wos grey, his hair
was white; he was emaciated and horrible to look on, A
dirty rag was bound round one of his eyes and in gencral he
looked as if he had enierged from some purgatory, Moved to
syrpathy by the disnal creature, I burned to the official,
'Do you sce that old man over there®, T said, "pleasc aive
hin this packet orf cigarettes,! The officor burst into
laughter and slapped his thigh in hich spirits, 'I'11 be
darned!  Are you kidding ne or have you really failed %o
recognise your own husbond?! After o Journey across half
Russia, she was allowed ten minutes with her husband, He
begged her to save hin if possible. ‘'Life here is more
terrible than anyone in the outside world cam Imagine, ...,
We're treated like animals not Like people. Prisoners die
every day like flies. TWelre heaten and starved. I won't
survive another ycar in this hell,!'®

48 the price of her husbandts liberation, this woman
entered the service of the secret police, :

D. Evidence fron Soviet sources. The following paragrophs contain evidence
as to the existence of Forced Labour drawn from official Soviet publications:

The periodical "Sovetskaya Yustitsya" (Soviet Justice) is the
nogt dmportant publication in the U.5.8.R, on law and penal insiitutions,
In the volune for 1929, pages 10871089 the lawyer Shirvindt attests to the
considerable proportions which forced labour lad already assuned then in
the Soviet Union. IHe writes. that corrective Llabour camps had becone "™he
basic and nunerically prevalent typc of place of confincment", In the same
pages occurs the following statement also:

"The Five-~year Plan,....rcquires tasks involving a great demand
for unskilled labour, Local conditions somebines present serious
obstacles to the recruitment of labour. I+t ie here that the places
of confinement, having at their disposal cxcess labour in great
quantities and engaged in production near the places of confinement,
can cone to the assistance of those ccononic enterprises which
expericnce a labour shortage!,

s
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On March 8th, 1931, Molotov, then Chaivman of the U.S.8,R. -Jouncil
- of People's Cornissars, addressing the Sixth Consress of Soviets, referred to
the forced labour projeccts in the Sovict Union as follows:

-8 =

"Thesec mass projects auploying those deprived of liberty are
organised for a varicty of diffcrent objectives; for highway
construction, in particular on roilways, in the building industry,
in peat exploitation, in charcoal burning for nmetallurgical plants,
in tirber works, in phosphorite mining, stone quarries, gravel and
stone crushing, on transportation projects, etc," )

In describing certain individual projects on which forced labour was used,
Molotov nentioned the White Sca-Baltic ("Belomor") Canal,

The periodical "Soviet Justice", No, 2 of 193k, describes the use
of prison labour in the oporation of large=scale chalk and stone quarries
at Millerova in the Dombas area,

"Hundreds of thousands of cubic netres of construction naterials
have alrcady boen tekon from therc, A4t the foot of the mountain,
five huge furnaces have raised thoir 14 netre chimneys into the sky,
Production cxpands and enpulfs rore and nore torritory,"

Information ns to the extent of Torced labour, conditions obtaining
in the forced labour carps of the Soviet Union, and the classcs of people
incarcerated therein, is to be found chicfly in the non=Soviet literature
on the subject., Nevertheless certain Pacts can also be deduced from the
meagre information gontained in Soviet publications, For cxample the book
"Fron Prisons to Rducational Institutions™, compiled by Vyshinsky and
published in Yoscow in 1934, containe data fron which it is posaible to arrive
at a tentative figurc for the nurber of persons incarcerated in the Soviet
1931, On page 171 of this book, D, Stelnakzh states that in 1931, 294,015
copics of Soviet newspapers werc sent to "all places of detention" in the
RSFSR, some 60,000 to those in the Ukraine, and 11,713 to thosc in Belorussia,
The total is over 365,000, Now on pege 859 of the book, A. Shestokova states
that an averapge of 5 immotes received onc newspaper,” From this it has been
deduced, reasonably chouch, that the nurber of prisoners in the RSFSR, the
Ukraine and Belorussia in 1971 wns over 1,830,000,

A darge apount of dinformnbion is availlable, fron both official Soviet
and other sources, on the Jarme-sealo projeets on which forced labour has been
and is bedig crployed in the doviclt Union, The best-known of these projects
is the White Sca-Beltic Canal, known aloo as the "Belonop Canal', 'The
decision to conctructh this cannl was taken in 1930. The project was chtrusted
to the OGPU! Construction beron in Novenber 1931, and was complcted on
August 2nd, 1935, On completion of thig project, the Soviet Governmment granted
amnestics to 72,000 prisoncrs who had been working on it, (It is estimated
by non=Soviet writers that some 300,000 priscners verc employed on the .
construction of tho canal.) The official Sovict account of the uze of forced
Iabour on this project is contained in the book "The Baltic=White Sca Canal din
the name of Stalin®, cditod by Faxin Gorky, also published in English under -
the name "Belomor! in New York, 1935,

The second well-known Torced labour project is the Moscow=Volge Canal,
which was under construction from 1932 to July 4th, 1937. Upon completion of
this construction the Council of People's Corrissars expressed "oratitude to
the NKVD" (the name then of the OGPU), and announced tho liberation of 55,000
of the prisoners who had been crployed on the project,
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E. Forced Labour in the Rastern Zone of Gerpany. It may not be relevant to
recall here the notorious corpulsion of labour for work in tho weanium mines

in Saxony and Thuringia, There have been frequent references in the German and
Allicd press,

The full justification for it scems *o be contracts entered into under
pressure by chosen individuals with an authority wader the aegis of the Soviete
spousorcd German Econoric Cormission, There is legislation for the "direction"
of labour under which this can be done, In practice, however, this direction
is becoming notoriously converted into the drafting of forced labour for these
specific purposes, The view of those drafted is expressed in the following
news agency nessage from Berlin of September 29th vhich was carried by the
German news agency and Corman NEWBPAD LS { = . '

"Twenty-five German ycuths being taken to work in the Uronium mines
at Aue in the Soviet zonc, made a mass edoape in Berlin carly today.
socording to Western-scetor German police headquarters,they were in a
party of 52 in a train which stopped for a brief period at the Zoo
Station,in the British scctor of the city,

"Soviet-controlled Gornan reilway police irmediately threw a
cordon around the station but failed to recapture any of' the youths,

"The train went on with the remaining 27 "labourers" after a
delay of several hours,"

There is reason to suspect that this compulsion of workers for these
mines disgulses deportations to the U8,8,R. Voluntary and corpulsory
recruiltment, carried out at labour exchanges in accordance with directives
issued by the Central Administration for Labour and Social Welfare, acting
on the orders of the Soviet Military Ldninistration, has resulted in between
150,000 and 200,000 workers of both scxes being sent noninally to the area,
whercas there is ot present no nmore than 40,000~50,000 workers erployed there,
according to Germans reaching the Western ZONCS,

ARTICIE 5, No corment.
ARTICIE 6, No cormient,
ARTICLE 7. -

127 ’

1. Article/of the Stalin Constitution lays down that "no one can be
subjected to arrest except by order of the court or with the consent of the
procurator," But this provision actuslly affords little protection to the
individual, (See under Detontion, paragraphs 8-10 below)

2. In the first place therc exist valid legal provisions, which have not
been repealed, which are inconsistent with this article. By a decree of the 16th
October 1922 the G,P.U. had the power of banishment to forced labhour carps of
"activists of anti~Sovict parties" and in 1924, when security was organised
under the NKVD, that body was siven cven wider powers,

3. In the second placc, in the abscnee of an independent judicisry the
requirements of an order of the court or of the procurator is no safeguard
for the individual, It is obvious, for example, that where banishments to
forced labour carps have to be reckoned in millions, such a preliminary crder,
even if' in practice it is obtained, can hardly be morc than a rubber stamp
formality,

CONFIDENTIAL - CONTROL U 5. OFFiciaLs oy

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2



WS T

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2

: a

»

. CONFIDENTIAL CONTROL U. S. OFFICIALS ORLY

A iy mat izl procured by
Ceptra! n 2V ~ nce Agency

A\ .
bee Thirdly, while an individual night hope to protect hinself in the
courts againat a deposition by a privatc citizen, in the rroat najority of
cases where his arrest follows on adninistrative action by the Security
authoritics, he cannot in the absence of an independent Judiciary protect
hinself,

- 10 =

De Further, the Soviet citizen has no protection against persccution by
the Secret Police, on whose powers no stotutory limitations have boen placed,
No reference, of course, is made in the Constitution of the U.S,8.R. to its
existence, but it cannot be doubted that this force, cstinated by some
authorities to be between 100,000 and 200,000 strong, with far-reaching
extro~judicial powers, is a constant nenace to the lives and liberties of
Soviet citizens. Whother arrest is made Ly the Secret Police or by the
ordinary civil police acting on the local prosecution's orders, there is no
right of habess corpus which the citizens may invoke, and he may bo held
without trial for an indefinite poried while his case is belng investigated,
No clearly definecd proccdure is laid down in the case of such arrest and
irprisonment,

6, As & result of the arbitrary powers of the Secret Police, nillions of
Soviet citizens have been torn from their homes, with or without trial and
sequestered without hope of legal redress in the notorious concentration canps
of the Soviet Union, :

7. While it is not possible, of course, to produce evidence from Soviet
official sources that arbitrary arrest and detention are the order of the day
in the Soviet Union, the large nurber of first-hand accounts provided by
nurerous different nationolities (particularly Balts and Poles) rives over
whelming evidence that this is so, The following first-hand experiences which
are taken from Victor Krawvchenko!'s book 'I Chose Freedon' are only some of

the many convincing proofs of the lamentable insecurity of the Soviet citizen
under the Soviet regime. The instances refer to events some ycars ago -

but the conditions which allowed or inspired those events have not. altered, .

(i) In June, 1931, Victor Kravchenko was sent, as part of an
investigating commission, to Nikopol, to discover why con=
struction was badly behind schedule. -Arriving there, he found
the workers living in the most shocking conditions. When he
asked why they did not complain, they told him that recently
some workers had refused to work until conditions werc improved.
4s o result, the ringleaders were summonsd to the GePWUs
whence not one of them returned.

(:'Li), In 193k, Kirov, a member of the Politburo, was nurdered in

' Leningrad. Hundreds of suspects were rounded up and shot
summarily, without trial. "Hundreds of others were dragged
from prisons where they had been confined for years, and
oxecuted. Local prisons were filled to suffocation. Preight
trains hauled additional thousands of *politically alien
clements' out of the city to distant exile™se.savs

"he sudden disappearance of students at our Institute was not
an uncommorn occurrence. We asked no questions. e pretended
not to notics....s We decided in our sceret nminds to keep a
better guard on our tongues, for to speak candidly was to speak
in an 'anti-Communist vein'". -
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(iii) Kravohenko had much personel experience of the purges which
reaulted from the Zinoviev, Keamenev trials at the end of 1936.
Although these illustrious persons were brought to spectacular
public trial, thousaends of minor individuals were arrested,
and simply disappsared without anyone knowing what tecame of
them. Kravchenko was at this time working in the Metallurgicel
Coubinat in Nikopol, and meny of his associates and fellow
engineers werc thrown out of their jobs, out of the Communist
Farty, and arrested by the N.K,V.D. - oxe for having years
before signed an Oppositionist document in Leningrad and twelve
engineers in one swoop, for some unspecified political deviation.
"One adninistrative official after another failed to show up
for work, and théir alleged 'illness' proved permanent".

(iv) Kravehenko tolls, again from his personal experience, the
story of the srrost of a chief engincer at the Novotrulny Plant
at Pervoralsk. This men (he gives him the neme of Kolpovsky),
known to Kravchenko as a coupetent and loyal worker, a Party
menber, but apparently almost indifferent to politics, an
engineer heart and soul, was one day arrested by the N.K.V.D.,
on what charge, if any, no ons could discovers After a few
months in prison, this man was lucky enough to be “rehabili-
tated" and even restored to party membership, and went on to
make a great career in his profession.

8. Detention.

Soviet Administrative Law distinguishes "deteugtion" from arrest.
Whereas arrest requires the sanction of the court or of the Procurator,
"detention” is permitted without such an order, but only to the Ministrics of
£ Interior and Security. Such "detention" is of two kinds :

(1) where the person detsined is suspected of having committed a
crime and attempted to evade Justice. In this case the
Procurator must bo informed and the detention confirmed by
him within 48 hours,

(2) "The usual fori of personal detention" (Soviet legal textbook).
" Here the ressons for detention are "highly varied in thelr
neture and relate to all ceses where public order and security
in threatened”. In such cases there appears to be no provision
limiting the period of detention or requiring confirmation of
the detention by any other authority.

9. The ordinary police also have a fadrly limited power of detention,

but they have extensive rights of seerch without any warrent on suspicion
alone. The only legal safcguerd ageinst detention which is not in conformity
with Administrative Lew is Article 115 of the Criminal Code, which makes
such illegal detention punishable by a year's imprisonment.

10,  Under a decree of 1935 the Special Council of the Ministry of
Internal Affeirs has power to infliet on persons "regarded as dangerous to
the community" banishment to places under supervision or detention in ’
forced lgbour camps for a period up to 5 years end to expel forelgners.
These powers are exercised without any order of a court.
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1. Therc are no independent and impartial tribunals in the Soviet Union,
2. By the Constitution (Article 112) the judges are "independent and

subject only to the law", but tho personnel of the Soviet judiclary is
carcfully sclected by the Cormmunist Yarty. Althouch all judicial posts are
neminally elective and any citizen cntitled to the vote may be elected judge
or asscssor of any court, the Party cxercisces the closest supervision of the
noninations and ensures that only reliable servants of the Party can be
elected. Moreover, the courts are subject to the Jdally and constant super-
vision and control of procurators who work in close touch with the Executive
and the Party, and the judges themselves can with their sanction be prosecuted
and gentenced for "glving an unjust judsenent out of personal or interested
motives" (Criminal Code Article 114), which clearly lends itself to very wide
interpretation, Moreover, the Minister of Justice is a merber of the plenum
of the Suprene Court,

3 Soviet legal text-~books stress the role of the judres' "Bolshevik
conscience" in the formulation of their decisions, Tn practice this neans
that the decision on the merits of any siven case may be determined extram
Judicially, since the final authority on points of "conscicnce" 1s, of coursc,
the Cormunist Party,

Lo The general purpose of the Soviet courts, as defined by the Law on the
Judiciary of the U,S.8.R. (August 1938),is "to cducate the citizens of the
U.5.8,R, in a spirit of devotion to the Fatherland and to the cause of Socialism,
in the spirit of an exact and unfallering performonce of Soviet laws, a careful
attitude to Socialist property, labour discipli inc, honest fulfilment of State
and public duties, rospect towards the rulcs of the Socialist Cormonwealth."
In other words, the avowed purpose of the Soviet logj;al system is not so ruch
the repulation of relations between citizens of the U,5,8,R., in accordance
with ethical principles which are regarded as having an absolute value, ag

the coercive organisation of the working masses for the fulfilment of the
political aims of the State. The Scviet IEncyclopasdin adnits that the
Judicature of the U,3,3.R, is "a means of strengthening the socialist regine,
guarding the rights of citizens and repressing the enemies of the people and
the Trotskyist Bukharinist agents of Cforeign espionase organisations,™

De Victor Kravchenko's experiences at his own trial are a sood illustration
of the workings of Soviet Justice.

Kravchenko was brought %o trial before a Pcople's Court on a charge
of unlawful payment of funds., To his surprise, although the indictment
had nothing to do with political issues, he Tound that ‘the examination was
conducted by the NKVD,

He applied to the Collepiun of the State Defence Lawyer:'; for a barrister,
according to the usual systen., Of the barrister assigsned to him Kravchenko
says "A Soviet lawyer, to keep out of trouble, must put the interests of
the Party and the State above the interests of his client, My frigshtened
1ittle defender did not relish the role of opposing o People!s Cormissar,
Indeed, he had nc intention of playing any such dangorous role....."

Of the trial itself he says "My subjective innocence scened heside the
point, Objectively I had !squandercd government funds', They had the
Comissariat's word for it and the wholc case sceemed cul and dried,

At one gtage Kravchenko protested that the cvidence being brouzght was
irrelevant to the case, The proesiding judge admonished hinm, "The
accused will please not interrupt, We trust the Peoplefs Commissariat
which brings the charg es, as referrcd to by the Prosecutor, more than
we trust you", ’

CONHQEN'“AL CQR.{ROL U S Ci I i\nl"h-s Cnl-i

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2

CONFIDENTIAL  CCHTROL U, S. CFFICIALS ONLY

“his mat 11-1 procured by
=13- Central ‘n ellig -nce Agency

The lowyer for the defence, although Kravehenko praiscs him, nade
no effort to argue his clientts guilt, but urped Kravchenko!s pure
conscience by way of mitipating the punishment, Cormenting on the
original sentence of two years' liprisomment passed on hin by the
Court, Kravchenko soys "The presiding Judge and the Prosecutor were,
first of all, Party nerbors, They were dealing with accusations
lodged not merely by o Cormissar but by a mawber of the Central
Cormittee ci' the Party. What chonce did Justice have under such
conditions?"

ARTICIE 9.

Clause I, This Dasic hwwnn right which is so carefully safemuarded
in English Toaw iz, as far as con De ascertained, not asserted in any of the
Soviet legal codes, On the contrary Joviet citizens who are so unfortunate
as to fall under suspicion of having cormitted a trensonable offence, are
generally assumed guilty unless by herculean efforts they succeed in preving
their innocence, Therc is no contapt of court and the reports of trials
published in the press arc frequently prejudicial to the accused, Hence no
doubt the notorious prevalence and success of "framing" in the Soviet Union,

RN

Clause IT. Whilc there is no evidence to hand of a violation of
this principle in the Sovict Union, there has been an instance of such
violation in a satellite country. After the Soviet-inspired Commnist coup
d'état in Czechoslovakia nine neribers of the Czechoalovak security police
were sentenced to varying torms of Iprisonnent for ‘'mutiny", which, to
quotc the official Czech News Agency, consisted in the fuct that "the
accused ook part in the well-Enown neeting of police officials who were ;
metbers of the Czech National Jocialist Party on February 23rd in Prague"
(i,e, before the coup). "At this mecting speeches were made and o
resolution passed which comes under the category of revolt,M

These charges were retroactive in go far as they rolated 4o an
event which occurred before the change of repime, The implication was that
it was treasonable for pclice officials ever to have taken part in anti-
Cormunist political activity, thoush it had, of course, never been suggested
that the police ousht to be debarred from othor forms of political activity,
On the contrary the Comrwnists had always pointed with pride to the fact that
the police force, taken as o whole, were zealously active in the Corrmnist
-interest,

ARTICLE 10,

1. The main personal interference to which the Soviet citigen is
exposed at any hour of the day or night is the violation of tho sanctity of
his home either dircctly by visits from the seoret police or indirectly by its
agents, As in Noazi Gerno 7y the seoret police can raid his home at any time,
but such visits of inspection are perhaps less hecessary and less frequent

o than in Nagzi Germany owing to the peculiar conditions under which the Soviet

; citizen iz forced to live, Owing to congested housing conditions two or nore
families share a single rcon and thrce » Tour or rore sharc kitchens and washe
rooms, etc. Individual nerbors of those families are nearly always forced
to spy and report on other Camilies or oven on othor neoribers of their own
family, The talcs of these informers mive the scopoi police information of
every detail of each Soviet citizen's private life, and nake it Irpossible
for him to enjoy such privacy as is known in the West., Zven the more
privileged Party neribors, vho have rooms to thausclven op cars at*their
disposal, have all their movements shadowed and conversations recorded by
their servants or chauffeurs, Conditions in Tactories or offices are no
better, and every worker or officisl knows that hig colleagues are following
all his Actions and informing on hir,

CONTROL U. S. OFFICIALS ONLY
CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2

&

} CONFIDENTIAL CONTROL U. 5. C FICALS Oudd

s mat #i-1 procured by

iy Central in elligonoe Agency
2, Tvidence of this elaborate systen of spying end informing

has becn furnished by Kravchenko in 'I Chose Freedon', and by a sreat

nurber of visitors, waelters or refugees who have been in Sovict Russia,

ARTICLE 41,

1, Clouse I. By an Ordor of Deccrber 27th 1932, the old Tsarist
tinternal passport' syston was revived in the Seviet Union, but revived in
a much stricter form,

Tt will be renmcribered that before the Revolution every subject
was compelled to carry a 'passport! for the purpose of identification and,
of course, for cffecctive police control when neccssary, but that this systen
did not restrict the subject's right. to travel about or to change his
residence and worlk - with the cxception of Jews, most of whor werc confined
to the 'Pole of Scttlement!. The abolition of this systom was regarded
as one of the achicvements of the Russian Revolution, However, the Sovict
decree of 1932 introduced a much less liberal syston of passports. The noew
tpassports! registered the holderts domicile, and anyonc found living outside
his registered area for morc than three days without official permission was
to be swmarily ordered to return home,. People giving shelter to such
offenders were made subject to punishnent, However by 1939 even this decrce
was regarded as too liberal, and by a decree of Decenber 20th, 1938, 'Labour
Books! were introduced for cvery Soviet worker., These werc small docuncnts
in which were entered all possible details about the worker and hils working
record: his name, age, cducation, qualificatlons, type of work done, efficicney,
dates when his job was changed, reasons for that change, etc., Ivery Sovict
worker now has his internal passport (controlling his place of residence) and
his labour book, which he hands over to the administration of his placc of
work when he tokes up erployment, If he leaves his work his labour book is
returnced to hin containing an account of his behaviour and efficiency during
his aploynent there, and a statenent of the reason for his leaving. Without
handing in his labour bock ho Soviet worker can obtain crploynent.  As uneriploy~
rent does not exist officially in the Soviet Union, there is also no such thing
as uncrploynent relief, Therefore any worker who is 'black-listed! for any
reason has no legal alternative to starvation., Finally, a decrec of Junc 26th
1940, which has not been rescinded as have the majority of our (1ilder) vor-
tine measures for the direction of labour, forbade workers to leave their Jobs
without special authorisation, to Le given only on medical grounds or if the
worker was required for special training, As for as our information goes, this
decrec is fully exploited. /_ﬁotc: oxisting Pritish neasurcs fer the direction
of lebour contain no prohibition afeinst o workor lecving a Job:  they do
require a worker Lo atbtend at a Labour Exchange il he does leave his job, and
to choose Tram o sclection of jobs prescnted to hin by the Exchange., Tven in
the casc of agriculture and nining, where a worker has to show very special
reasons in order to be permitted to leave the industries themsclves, there is
nothing o prevent o worker changing from farm to farm or fron pit to pit,
Tt con therefore be stated that there is no 'frecdom of movement and residence!,
within what should be the neaning of this Article, for the average Soviet
citizen, ' . ‘

2. Clause 2. No Soviet citizen is allowed out of the Soviet Union
oh o private mission - not oven the wives of foreign eltizens, A nupber of
Soviet wives of British subjccts werc, however, granted this during the war as
a result of personal intervention, .

ARTICLE 12, No corment,
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Soviet nationality can be lost in two ways: Dy judsement of the
Court in cases provided by the Criminal Code or by sanction of the Presidiun
of the Supreme Soviet of the U,S.S.R, Soviet lepislation permits the
repunciation of Sovict citizenship but this is rarely granted., Many of the
Soviet wives of British subjects have nade application but have been refused
with no reason given, There are strong deterrents (prospect of heavy punish-
ment, claborate frontier fuards, etec,) in operation against anyone wishing
to cross the Soviet frontier without official permission,

ARTICLE 14,

Clause I. Cn Felwuary 15th 1947 o decree was passed forbidding
narriage between Soviet .itizens and citizens of any other country,

Clause IT. o cuarent,

Clause IiT. 1, There is precious lithle protection of the family
in the U.S.8.R,, but the natter is such a Dbroad one and the evidence so
confused that there dis Littlc peint in joining issue with the Soviet Union
on the question, '

2. Soviet lesislation however includes o stasgering provision ,
Tor the victimisation of a family, which connot go unnentioned hore, It is
included in the ferocious detorrent provisions against frontier-crogsing by
nerbers of the Soviet armed forces, The deserters! fomilies arc cxiled,
while those nerbeors of a deserter!s family who fail to denouhce their relatives
to the authorities are condemned to forced labour. (Decrec of the former
Central Bxecutive Cormittee of the U;8,8,R., passcd on June 8th, 1934 to
supplement articles 58 and 59 of the Penal Code: “If a person in mllitary
enploy tokes flight across the frontier Ly air or otherwise, any member of his
family who is of full age and who assists hin in preparations for or in
coruitbing treason, or who, having knowledge of it, fails to bring it to the
Inowledge of the authorities, is liable to deprivation of liberty for a period
of from five %o ten years and confiscation of the whole of his property. Any
other meriber of the traitor's family who is of full age and was living with or
dependent on him at the time when the crime was cormitted, is liable to
deprivation of elcetoral rights and cxile to renote regions of Siberia")

ARTICILE 15,
Clause I, No corment,

Clouse IT, Therc has been undoubtedly abuse of legal measures
of nationalisation and expropriation (e.s. most recently in the Baltic States),
but we have no rclisble ground on which to join issue with the Sovieh Union
here, .

ARTICIE 16,

Article 124 of the Soviet Consbitution states: "Frecdon of relisious
worship and freedorm of anti-roligious propasanda is recognised for all citizens "
The Soviet citizen has hio Troodorm oF religious propaganda and is therefore not
permitted to "manifest his religion or bolief in teaching", although a limited
nuriber of religious seminarics are permitted. The Soviet State preserves in
t@igry a position of complete neutrality townrds the religious beliefs of its
citizens,

CNFOENRcontRoL u. 5. crriaaLs owty
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Nevertheless the 'leading corc! of &lil'Stgt%l'%MAbﬁﬁachinex y in
the U,8.8,R, is occupicd by the Communist Party, and the Corrmmnist Parby's
attitude towards rclipgion is very far from ncutral, although its history of
religious persccuticn since 1917 has taught it that 'religious prejudices! -
as official Sovict spokesmen describe religion - cannot be tliquidated! by
the totalitarian uethod. of Torce, It may be thought that the creation of
the Moscow Patriarchate and other concessions to the Russiad Church have
ushercd in a new era of Soviect tolerance, as set out in the Soviet Constitution,
The present official attitude of the Cormmnist Party (and therefore of the
Soviet State) however towmrds religion has beon expressed in an article which
appeared in the Soviet periodical 'Young Bolshevik! for December 1947, entitled
'The Young Cormmnist's Attitude to Religion!. It contains. the following
revealing staterents:

(a)"With the triuph of Socialisnm in our country, the social
roots of Religlon have been clininated, but religious convictions
exist in the fom of swrvivals from the past in the consciousness
of the backvord and, as a rule, insufficiently educated and cultured
people. Although thesc survivals are withering away, they will not
disappear of thenselves, TFor within the country, the church workers
are trying to increase their religious influence on the backward part
of our people, in particular on the politically irmature among youth,
taking advantase of every wenkness in the training work of the Young
Cormmunist Leajue and other social and cultural organisations.

(b) 'The rovenent of our socicty forwerd o0 Comrmnisn demands an...
intensified struggle ascinst all survivals of bourgeois ideology and

norals, including relisious prejudices and superstitions,!?

These extracts arc typical of the anti-rcligious carpaign in its disguised
form which is now Leing corried out in the U,8.8,R. Religion is termed

'religious prejudices and superstitution' and as such is attacked by Party-
State propaganda nachinery, . .

To swr up, the Corywnist Party is anti-rcligious and a man of deep
relipgious convictions would most certainly be debarred from attaining high
office in State or Party. Victor Kravchenko in !'T Chose Freedom' cites the
case of a Party menbor, othorwise excmplary in every rospect, who was expelled
fron the Party solely because he was married in a church and failed to report

-this fact to his Party superiors,

In discussion of this issue it is important that wool should not be
pulled over our cyes rejarding the identity of the Party with the State (cf,
Article 126 of the Constitution which defines the Party as the "leading core
of all State and purlic orianisations®, .

ARTICIES17 and 18,

1, For these it will be as well to turn to Article 124 of the Soviet
Constitution which runs as follows:

'In conformity with the interests of the working people, and in order
to gtrengthen the socialist systen, the eitizens of the U,8,8,R. are
guaranteed by low:

(2) Precdom of speech;

(b) Precdon of the ress;

(¢) Freodon of nsserbly, including the holding of mass nectings;

(d) Preedon o street processions and demonstrations,
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‘These civil rights are assured by placing ot the disposal of-~theaniyrking
people and their organisetions printing pressdes, stocks of paper, public
buildings, the streets, comwnications facilities and other material
requisites for the exercise of these rights,!

2. It is clear that*the first ninc words of the preanble to this Article:
'in confornity with the interests of the working peaplet, remove all rcal
.content from the Article's liberal provisions, . For the intercests of the
working people of the Sovict Union must obviously be determined by the
Cormmnist Party, as, in the words of the first porogroph of the 'Statutes of
the Lll-Union Cormunist Party':- 'The All-Union Cortmnist Porty is the
forenost, orpganised detachment of the working class of the U.3,3.R,, the
highest form of its class organisation', It is not illogical to suggest
that the intercsts of the working class coincide with those of the 'forenost
organised detachnent of that class?, Thercforc, in the U,S,8.R., freedon of
specch, press, ascerbly and deronstration arc guaranteed only when they
conforn with the intereste of the Comunist Party, In fact, Soviet citizens
are free only to speak, print and denonstrate their agreenent with the
pronouncenents and actions of the Corzmnlst Party, i,e. of the Politbureau,
i,e; of the State, It should be pointed out here in parenthesis that
Soviet propagaenda, both internal and external, makes great play of what it
describes az 'Boluhevik criticism ond selfecriticism'!, That this has nothing
in common with the real significance of criticism is apparent from the
inclusion of the preliminary cpithet. In practice it consists of encouraging
rank-and~file members of the Cormunist Party or some other 'public or State
organisation! to express dissatisCaction with the way in which the orders of
the Soviet leaders are being carried out, As a rosult of such 'oriticism!
heads have offen becn known to fall from minor bureaucratic shoulders, The
system is not without its uscs to the Sovicet leaders, as thercby any discontent
brewing up as a result of incfficlent or mistaken planning from sbove can be
most effecetively diverted to brenk over subordinate heads, Thore has never been
any example of rank~and-file criticism of the wisdom of plans and orders
emanating from the Soviet leaders = such a thing is indecd unthinksble in the
Soviet Union,

3 The final parograph of Article 125 indicates the exact methods vwhoreby
these amenities arc ensured, Presscs, stocks of paper, public buildings, the
streets, communications facilities and other material requisites are 'placed

at the disposal of the working people and their organisations'. This means
that they are placed at the disposal of organisations of working people = thoy
are certainly not placed at the disposal of individunl working persons,

4., It is useful to contrast this decrec with the administrative
regulations (precise roforence unfortunately not available at prescnt) which
deal with the right to acquire any form of hand=-duplicating machine., Here a
licence must be obtained from the local police authorities and it must be
issued in the name of the head of the sco-called "Secret Department! (i.e.

the department rcspousible for security to the Minlster of Security) of the
undertaking or organisation applying for the licence, or in the name of the
organisation 1f there is no "Scerct Department", Licences arc not issued to
individuals, The machine must be registerced with the State Publishing and
Censorship Department, The licence must be produced each time before replace-
ments, accessorics or materials for the machine can be purchased, &verything
produced on the machine is subject to preliminary censorship by the local
branch of the State Publishing Department before it can be distributed,

~
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1, Clause I, The baosic description of the Soviet clectoral system
ig given in Chapter IIT of the Soviet Constitution, From this we learn that
'"The highest organ of State authority of the U.3,8.R, is the Supreme Soviet
of the U;8,3,R,' - and we alrecady know that the Communist Party is the leading
core of all Statc organisations (Article 126). Article 32 of the Constitution
tells us that 'the legislative power of the U,S,8.R. is cxuercisecd exclusively
by the Supreme Soviet of the U,8.8,R,'; Lrticle 33 stateos that the Supremc
Soviet is bicameral; consisting of a Sovict of the Union and a Soviet of
Nationalities, Artlcle 34 explaing that 'the Soviet of the Union is clected
by the citizens of the U,S,3,R. according to clectoral areas on the basis of
one deputy for every 300,000 of the population'; and Article 35 cxplains
that the Soviet of Nationalltics is also elected according to a proportiocnal
representoation system (which necd not concern us here), Finally, Article 56
states: 'The Suprame Soviet of the U,8.8.R., at a joint sitting of hoth
Chombers, appoints the Govermment of the U,8,8FK, namely the Council of Ministers
of the U,S5,8.R,! From chapter X1 of the Joviet Gonstitution we learn that
all Soviet deputics arc elected 'on the basis of universal, dircet and cqual.
suffrage by equal ballot! (Article 134); +that oll Soviet citizens of 15 and
over, without any semual, raclal, cconomic, religious or other discrinination,
have the right to vote, Furthermorc each citizen has one vote (frticle 136),
Of great significance is Article 141, which states: 'The right to nominate
candidates is securcd (not to individuals but) to public organisations and
societies of the working people: Commnist Party organisaticns, trade unions,
co=operatives, youth organisations and cultural societies,? Now it follows
from the nature of the 'leading core' (Article 126) of the !public organisations
and sociecties of the working people!, that they cannot in practice nominate
candidates in any way opposed to the beliefs and actions of the Communist Party,
We further know, from a study of the Sovict press over several nonths preceding
the elections to, for examplc, the Supreme Soviet of the U,S,8.R. in February
1946, that candidates nominated for clection arc all cnrolled in a so-called
Comminist and non-party bloct, and that only onc candidate is registered for
clection in ecach electoral ward, This has been the method adopted in every
single eleoction held in the Soviet Union, at least since 1937. Thus svery
Soviet citizen has the right, by sccret ballot, to vote for or against a
solitary candidate, If that candidete nevertheless fails to be returned, another
clection is held with another candidate, carefully nominated by the tpublic
orgonisations and socleties of the working people’.

ARTICLE 19,

2 It is at least questionable therefore whether a Soviet citizen has any
'frcely chosen represcntativoest, '

3, Clauses IT and IIT, Wo corment,

ARTICLE 20, See comments on succeeding articles to which this is related.
ARTICIE® 21,

1. Clauses I and II, Sce Article L, (Forced Labour),

There is, to say the lecast, good foundation For the suspilcions that
prisoners are arrested and condemned to forced labour purcly to provide o
cheap labour force (which they certainly do provide),

2. Clause III, The right of the Soviet citizen to join trade uniong
iz guaranteed in Article 126 of the Soviet Constitution, which lists these
organisations among permitted public organisations, But Soviet Trade Unions
certainly do not protect the interests of the worker., Their true function is
revealed in an articlc in the Soviet Encyclopmedia (1940) which points oub
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that 'in conditions of the Dictatorship of the Proletariot! the Trade Unilons
fulfil the role of 'a school of Communism', (Stalin hinsclf in the 14th
edition of his 'Quostions of Leninism! (1940) page 132, explains that the
Sovict Trade Unions arc 'the all-ombracing organisation of the working class
which is in power in our country....They form the link between the advanced
and the backward eloments in the ranks of the working class.! He gocs on to
point out that the Trade Unions constitute one af five 'levers or transmission
belts! without whose ald the dictatorship of the proletariat could not exist,
(The other four 'transmission belts! referred to by Stalin arc: the Soviets,
the Co-operative Societice, the Young Commnist League, and the Cormunist
Party itself,)) 4is a transnission belt for tho Sovich dictatorship and as
a school for Commmnigm, the Soviet Tradc Unions have little if. anything in
cormon with the organisations of that name which we know in Western Europe,

-

ARTICLE 22, It can be contended that social scrvices of the Soviet Union
arc of a low standard (ruch inferior to thosc of the UK. in almost cvery
respect), but this is scarcely relevant to the mein issue.

ARTICIE 23,

1. Clause T. No corment, .

2, Clause IT, Soviet citizens are not educated to be intolerant of
and to hate other nations but rcactionaries in those nations, though the
distinction undoubtedly becomes blurred.

3. It iz doubtful whether Soviet children are educated to a respect
for fundamental f{recdoms, but it can be argued profitlessly both woys,

L, As regards religlous groups, Artiold 12). of the Sovict Constitution
acknowledges the right of all citizens to freedom of anti-religious propaganda
and thus conduces to the spread of intolerance and hatred against religious

groups,
ARTICLE gg. No Comaent.
) No comment,
ARTICLE 26 ditto.
ARTICIE 27, The corments on preceding artlclug concerning these rights,

and on tac right of privecy (Lriicle 10) and arbitrary arrest (Article 7)
provide comment cn this Article should it become a subject of dcbate with
reference to conditions in the U,S.3.R,

ARTICIE 28, No comment,
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It is nnnocossary to rocapitulato the stops ’
by which tho Communists seized powor Ain Gzochoslovakia,
thoy will be fresh-in the mind of cveryones -The

Communist technigque of‘infiltration into the sources
- of powcr in a liboral domocrscy, and cspceially the
police, tho armcd forces, the municipalities,7and~tho
trados'unions, is familian onough.‘ It is not Communlst
practicc to wait until the majority of the electorate
has boon porsuaded to support thom; indoed‘thithas
never happencds Power is sclzod as soon as thé Party
is in a position to do so safcly. But thorce has
always boon en attempt to suggest that this seizure
of power reprcescnts the will of the peopie and to obtain
the‘ondorsemont of a rump of clected roprosenxatives.
This hypocrisy is tho tribute whichvvico pays ib virtues
Thus, thec present Czechoslovak régime, Whioh the |
Communists forcod'on the people over the hoads of the
constitutionally appointed ioaders ofntho aenoéfatic
partios, extracted a spurious wmandsto from a torrorised
vNatlonal Asscmbly, from which sovonty doputies
“had been arbitrarily oxoluded. Onxsostabllshcd in
power thls ngime, by means of riggsd elections, .
wherc tho ballot was neither free nor socret Wnd no"
oppositlon candidates could stand, Iorced on the V
poople a communlst parllament, wh1ch duly confinmod'
tho govornment's mandate and uubsoquently unanimously
elccted tho leadér of Lho Communist Party Prosident
of the Republic. The seal was set on the Communist
seizuro of powor by the passing of tho new o
_constitution, which the logally elocted Prosidont
ﬁenes nad refuscd to slgn. A Oommnnist ?rimo '
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Minister, therefore, a Communist cebinet and a.
communist Assembly conspired to turn a communist
_ con_ception‘ of government into Czechoslovek law and

write 1t on the Statute books.
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.law does not docroe othorwiso. "The laW', nowhoro

| fixed nor deflnod, is being oontinually added to,

so that eaoh now Picce of legislation makos wider

the 1oopholes which tho constitution has left.

5¢ "Porsonal froodonﬁ we arc told in Sectiqn 2

'"1s guaranteed. It may be rostrictod or withheld

Only on thc basis of 1aW' ' But thoro is no 1aw t0 indicate

when a citizon may oxpoct to find his personal ‘

‘froodam rostriotod op Withhold. The Assombly has

subsoquently passod a 1aw 10galising slavo labour

and every cltizon may woll wondor what limit thore

will be to laws passed in the future which may resirict

his freodom. (SGG Section 3 1tem v YForced 1abour").

6o In Section 3 1t states, "no one shall be

prosecutod oxcopt in casaes Qermittod ungeg tho la
' and then only by a court or authoritx compoton

bz 1aw=" There is nothing to indicate whon those o
cases are penmitted, or, more important, what authority
othor than 8 court can prosocuto. (Seo also Soction
3, 1tem III "Security of person.) o

| Te. It is the same with Other civic rights which
should be 1nviolab1e.{ The 1nviolability of the
domicile is guaranteed, but 1t may be. restricted

"on the basis of law', No-ono!' s premises may be

_ searehed " oxcegt in cases pormittcd undorﬂthe ;aw"

A searoh may be carriod out only on tho strongth of }

: a written circumstantiatod warrant granted by a judge o
or comgetent authoritx. Thoro is no olue as to what .
this competent authority may be. But it makes 1ittle
difforenco as it is stated further on that "a searoh

can be carricd out otherwise 1f tho law so directs."

/8. _ |
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84 ‘:J' &B££”Aii theso nights‘may be restricted

“bx law“, and the Nation Assembly m&y well pass
o rotroactlve legislation restricting these rights

ans haa 1ndoed alroady sone so. N

9 Spooial clauses have beon incorpotated into
the constitution to allow still more

‘ scopc to tho secrot policce Aocording to thosa,
Ngtatoments and Acts that constitute threat to
tho indopondonce;ontiroty and unity of the state,
constitution, republican fonm of govornment and the
Poople s Democratic Order are punishable according
to the 1aw" Finally in Section 38, wec learn that

a11 the rights and livertics conceded n tho

Constitution may be restricted "when events occur
’that threaton in incroased measure the independence,

“ontirety and unity of the state, etc. (see above)l
It is not ‘1aid down who is to determine when such
events have occurred, but 1t scems evident that
they arc 1ikely to occuz'fairly froquontly in tho
prosont stato of ten81on botween the czecboslovak

rulers and the 360ple.

.
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'SECTION 3e : Lhis ot ww~w»«wﬁfa
Conhallnamg-ncea gency
Dgtails of Vielotion of Humon Rights

IET@ZOChOSlOVTkla Dractiscd by the rdgime
B1inco the Communist. Camp in Eebruxry 1940 e

Is  Iho Intogrity of tho Judiciary

The Communists werc not slow in seeiné.to it that
a1l thosc oloments on the Czech boneh who were likely
to dispense justicc in the "old-fashioned' way were
' puréed, The Prosident of the Surpeme Court of Justice
has boen dismissed and replaced by & nominee of the
régimo. L, judges and 2 stato prosecutors'have been
removed from the semce courte 16 judges have'been
romoved from the Coentral Court of Justice in Prapuc, .
including the Prosident and Vice-Presidents The Cowt
of Olomoue in Moravia has been purgediof its President,
Vice~President and cight judges. Thesc are only some
' of the victims of the Communist purge of justice.
2, Tho Contral Action Cormivtoe which dissolved
the Uhibn of Czech lawyers will not allow a 1awyer
to practice unless he is "reliable" ond withholds 1ts
permits from meny reputable lawyers, including ahy who
were so0 pagh o5 to dcfend collaboraters or
black markctcorse
34 Drs Prokop Drtina, the Minister of Justlce, who was
political. adviser to President bBenes during his. years in
Englend, and who championcd justice 80 heroleally agalnst
Communist abuses Wos removed from his post during the coup
&tat and replaced by the unprlnciploa Communist fanatic
Cepickas .The latter hdp doclarod that the mission of .
judges . is to bec & support of the peoplc s democratle

adninistration apd to apply tha 1aws in the spirit of that
'adndnistration /
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administration. Df;'Dr%ina is now 1in hapital with scvere
head injurics rcsulting from.what ié‘roportod to havo becn
an ‘attompt to commilt suiéid&.
lis Provision of an indepcndont judiqiary was o fcaturc of
the old Constitution, Soction 98 of which statod that judges
shouldibe indepondent in the exorcisc of their conscicnec and

bidc by which they pledged thomsclvos

%)

bound only by law, to
on eath. On the othor hand, wrticle XI of thc now
constitution, scetion 143, requircs judges to taokc an oath
 that thoy will"abide by tho laws and orders and interprot
them in tho light oi the Constitution and of the principles
of tho People's Democratlc Order otca"
5« The NGW'Constitution provides for lay judgos whosc
votes arc ogual with thosc of profossional judgess. Lay
~ Judges, accordlng to Scetion 142, arec appointcd by the
lNational Committoes, which mcans, in offcet, by the"action
Committoes's In the casc or the rovived Rotrelbutlon Deerce
and Poeople's Courts tho*bcnch is to consist of a
orofeasional judge and 2 or L4 lay judges. as the votes of
the lay judges arc dociglve, the likelihood of o falr trial
is remotce
6. The 0ld Constitution cstablished an indcpendent
Constitutional Court, including at loast two Supraeme Court
Judges- which could declafe a low Invelid if it was consldorcd
_to conflict with tho constitutions Scetion 65:0f the nowf
constitution alloecates to the Pracsidium. of the Nationol
"~ Assombly the task of interproting .the laws in tho event
of a dispute and of deciding whother o law is at variance
. with the constitutlons Thus, under the now constitudtlon
the judges, so far from deelding the validity .of docroes,

havc to swear to obey thcme

T/
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~ CentralIn elltg snce Agenay .
N ThPOO Judges who wore concernod in the trlel of °

| the accomnlices of General Janousek were dismissed
becausc sentencos imposed by them were considered too light.
Ba Justice has been made still more swmmary by the;pass1ng
of two drastic moasuros ; ‘
8s Law 33 providing for the re- openlng of. cases
~which have comg up or should have come up
‘beforq the now defunct Peoples Courts,_ This
is allowed where the case should not have
been stopped or where the sentence wés too
Llow or was nevor pronouncéd. This permits the
”_qumunists to ro=-try and increase the sentences
Qf all those whom they‘Schially wish to penalise,
It is an offcective measure of intimidation, An
example of the flagrant injustice of this measure
’1s the case of Kaschtovsky. He was sentenced by a
}:pre-February Peoples Court to 5 years imprisonmant
" on charges of having denounced Gzechs to the |
‘&Germans. At the former trlal w1tnesses stated ‘
that he had been active in the underground
A mcvemont, hence the . comparativoly light sentence.
At the re-trlal no witnosses could be found to
repeat this stﬂtement and Kaschtovsky was therefore
-ro—sentenced to life 1mprisonment.
5.TThe now law for the dofence of the People s
| Democracy. By this law attempts to destroy the
1ndopondenco of the constitutional unity of the
ropublic will bo troated as High Treason, as will
also tho following crimos' the secession of
parts of the territory of tho republic;’attempts to
lovcrthrow ‘the Puople s Domocrdtic Systom or the
ieconomic or social oraer of the republic' alliance

with othors for the purpose of carrying out suoh

(UNHDEN“AL CCONT ROL OrFKIALS OE \'9.
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acts: digectmor indiroct contact with a forelgn
power or foreign agentse All those crimes are
punishable with death or ten years hard 1abours
Other orimes which como‘undor this law are: form~
ing associations and agltating against‘the state
or dcfafingvtho ropublic: carclessnoss in
maintaining state socrotss' the spread of rumours
aimed at fomenting unrest, particularly at times
of national emcrgency: the defamation of cortain
- nations op racos: tho‘misuse.of church o £fbe for
polipical onds: neglect of duty or of obligation
leading to dolay or non-porfonnanco of economic
plans: acts contrary to the intorcsts of the
ropublic abroad: dcfaming alliod countries: and
' naf mongerye Forcigners may bec brought before the
oonrts for thoso crimos.
it is cloar that thc tendenoy of now logislation
s towa{;ﬁds a drastic penalisation of political
and oconomic. offonccse This is horn out by &
recont occasion whon the Suprcme Court at Brno
changod sentencos passed a month before on the
- black maikotoors from 1ife imprismmont to death
(Rudo Pravo Newspaper 1Q/10).
Q¢ The following offlcial pronouncements and press extracts
vfobm an useful guide to an appreciation of the way Justice
is viewed under the now rogimee |
8¢ Tho Minister of the Interlor published a -
pamphlet in Juné 1948 containing proposals for
tho foorganisation‘of public administration. One
ohopfep doals with the croation of & mew legal
systeme The wholc logal systom, i1t reads, will be
purged within the next’fivo yoars of all those

1aws which apo alien to a people s democracy.

¥ /
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Central In elligznce Agonoy
be On .22nd February the presont Prime Minister
‘Zapotocky addressing a mcoting of Works Councils,
“made the following attack‘on the integrity of the
judlciary, "Somotimes it is really very difficult
evon as a popular domocratic ropublic, to got
rld of tho old legal waj of looking at thingSeesss
when production doosn't go forward as it should
and supplios us with throw-outs which horrify us,
“we ask workers to seck t0 find Whorc £aults L1iCesese
We must ask tho samg'thing of‘judgos. Roalisé,
cbmradgs, thét Whafgydu are croating for us with
_your court judgomchts arc just such "throw-outs" which
our pogﬂ,a' denbcz;atic cra of to—da&' seese R3S NO need
of‘.;.., yes, my doar comrados of the judiciary.
The verdict denatiénalising tho Orionka concern is
not the first "fhrqﬁ-out" you have produccds Thero
is alrcady aAwhoié ééfios of thom. You must
yourselves soc thét your lebours arc in vaine We
shall not écceﬁt ydur Judgoments, for they are not
decent products, thoy arc bastard-1iko throW=outs..."
¢« Members of the "Trédo Union of the Judicature"
stated they would undertake to make the Judges
) reallsc that they must bo oxoccutors of popular
"democratic justice and must fulfil their dutiGS»
in accordancc with the wishos of tho WOrking pédple.
(Praguc Radio 17/9). -
ds The Councill of thc Trados Union has announced
that in a numbor of districts "Workers Courts" will
bo set up in factorlos to wateh ovor production and
to provent absontocism and shirkinge - Thosc coupts
are described as having political as woll asm

cducational and moral significancc,

(ONFIDENTlAL CGNIRCL U. 5. Cfi'.-‘\; WS C.m,
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e."Tho basic principlc of a People's Domocracy
\ is that the pcople not only make the 1awu
thomselves but also carry thom out and control
“thoir exccution" (Prosident Gottwald)

.f; In connoxion with the arrcsts of pcrsons
distributing lcaflcts “preparatory investigations
hayc boen shortonod or complctoly climinated
and thorc 1ls tho question whether at this "American

"""" spocd" justicc can be meted outs But was the
. old method legally corroct? Then the defendont
_during the preparatory investigations could indulge
in all kinds of ‘dubious :actions, such as corruption
or clever moves by solicitorse All thesc things
‘will bo mado impossible in tho new Protection
of the Ropublic Act" - (Lidove "Noviny" 22/9).
._g..Cepiéka (Minister of Justice) in his rcport on
_the political situation"stressed the importanco
f-of collaboration with- the legal experts of the
V.Soviet Union and the Peoplos Democracies" (Praguc

Radio 13/9).
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II.  Retrospective Jushice. Ml“nlgenuam

(_U \\

rﬂ. s Retrospective: validity given to acts 1llegally

' performed at the tlme of the Coup d'dtat.

According to law-213 of the 21st July 1948 measures taken
between the 20th February and 21st‘Ju1y are declared legally
binding provided they safeguard the people's democracy or

purge public life,

24 .bl - RetrOSpeotlve liability for offences which wers
not 1llega1 at the time of the Coup d état.

_ After the coup nlne members of the Ozechoslovak
seourity pOllCG were sentenced to varying terms of
imprisonment for “mutiny" which to quote the official Czech
News Agency, consisted in the fact that "the accused took

' part in the well—known meetlng of police OfflClalS who were
ﬁ:members of the Ozech Natlonal Soc1allst Party on 25th February
'in Prague (i.e. before the coup)" At this meetlng speeches
were made and a resolution passed which comes under the
' oatagory of ravolt . A . '

These charges wera retroactlve in so far as they
related to an event which accurred before the ohange of
regime. The implicatlon was that it was treasonable for
police offlcials ever to have taﬁen part 1n anti- communlst
political act1v1ty, though it had, Jf oﬁnrep, never been
suggosted that the police ought to be debarred from other
forms of political actlvity. On the contrary the communists

Ihad always p01nted with prlde to the fact that the police
force, teken as a whole, were zedlously active in the
‘communlst intoerest.

/III
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III, §Qggr1$y of Pé?son'

fhe Now Constitution maekes provision in vague language
for arrest and prosocutionse Sub-section 3 of sedtion 3
requires that a person arrcsted by & public functionary
should be reforred within L8 hours to a court or competent
authority, the dofinition of Which is left vaguce Agein,
prbaecution by o compctent authority is allowed in cases
"permitted under the law'! and "in a manner presoribed by
lew" without the law boing dofined in ceither casoe 8imiler
loose language pervsdes the Sectlons relating to
inviolsbility of reslidence.
2, During the coup d'état a featurc of the process of
intimidation was the appearance of the illogally armed
WOYKS militiae These irrogdhr armod squads wore also
brought out as & measure of propareodness against any
demonstrations which might occur during Bones' funerals
3 The Trades Union Paper "Prace" of 7th October refers to
the practice of Works  Committeos taking with them armed
members of tho Works Militia when attempting to secure
vettor deliveries of grain, Tho samc paper states that as
thore were not. cnough policc to man the forced labour camps,
they were guarded by the local workors militia,
4, The Ministor of tho Interior, Nosck, spogking at Caslev
on 218t Oc£ober sald that the Works Militie would be
available to cope with all thosc in the sorvice of foreign
reagtionarics and omigrés.
Se This body reprosents an added threat to the psrsonal
security of the Czechoslovak cltlzene

v/
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At & meeting of the government on 5th'October a draft

IV, Forced Labour

bill was approved setting up forecd labour campse
2. But such camps have beon oporating for some timee The
: Moet district commi t oo of tho Miners Union stated that it was
organising a forced labour camp to hold u50 men, Sp&ciflCdlly
"those Wwho avoid work',
35 The Ministry of the Interiér repoffod tﬁaﬁ 1t haé approved
that a camp in the Karlovy Vary arca should be adavtod as a
foreed labour oamp adm1nistored by tho Karlovy Vary National
Committes,
Lo The district committoo of Minors at Ostrava docided to
~8et up "courts of comrades" which would publicly. try absentces
and possibly send them to foreed lobour Camps e
5¢ A Bratislava Committoo sont 784 peoplc to foreed labour
camps for terms,totalling 76l yoars betwoon May and Septembor 1948
for black market, sabotage and subversion (Praco Newspaper 7/9).
6¢ According to the Czech press of th October foreced labour
camps couid be used for absentocs. ;
7+ Recently tho office of tho Slovak Commissioner for Justice
set up a specdlal committee which "on the basis of hotification
from the security police or the cconomie" control authoritics

sends porsons to forced labour campse (Prace 7/9).

Y/
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Ve - Denunciations

Not only are all citizens urged to inform against
each o‘the‘r} but 'bérsons can be pfo sscuted for n‘egiécting
to 'do so(vide Reuters report of 2Q/9.of & médicél-
student who was imprisoned fdr' onc year at Ostrave
fbr failing to denouhce'a‘Schcolmaaﬁéf-Who'waé

accusod of "handing out antil-communist leaflets",)

VI./
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,V‘I.“-Freedom_»{of Inforn_;ation c txallnolhg_neoAgonc!

"'y iiveady before the coup d'btat Frocdom of information
E"‘Wass considerably rostricted by the hold the communists had

”over the ‘chicf modia of publicity — tho radio, tho £ilm

industry, tho ncws agency and, to a great extont the presss

With the coup d'état all the cxisting 1ndependent sources.

_ of information, independent and nonFCommunist papers, the

Slovak radio, WOBtern newspapers and reporters, werae

speedily suppressed. The following is a brief 1list of the

‘violatlons of Frocdom of information which took place

.concurrently with the outbreak of tho coup d'état or lmmediatly

after it. All the faots in it, cxcept those dotalled under
paragraph 2, have been taken from tho pages of the

Czochoslovak Press and have thus boon openly admitted.

- 7|Muzzling of press by Gommunisﬁ controlled Trade Unions

‘gperating through Printors .and Papor Manufacturing Union

The Government controllod printers Orbis rofused to print:
the independent "Svobodnd Noviny" of 2hth February as long

as Peroutka romainod editore Whon Poroutka's name was

" dropped from the title page and othor changos made, the

Praguec edition was printcd bﬁf tho provincial editlion was
not permitted to go out.s Similarly tho printers refused to

‘ set “up the Slovak democratic dailios "Gels": and "Demokrat"

. and the weeklies "Novo Prudy" and "Sidlo" from 2L4th February

onwards. Tho chief organb of the National Socialist and

Poople's Partios "Svobodnd Slovo! and WLidovd Demokracie!
‘were rcfused papor on”24th February by the North Bohemian

Paper Mills ommovernment controlled)Trade Union orders.

be /
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Progs. |
ef ten Prague dailles tho chief editors of four
were dismigsed...Thoy wero the outstanding publicist
Ferdinanleeroutka, Qditpp ofrthe Indopendent'daily
"$vdpodno Noviny", Ivan Horbcp,‘editor of the chief National
Socialist Organ "?vqbodno Slove", Rudolf Nokolé, editor of
the army paper "Obrana Lidu" and Leo Syohrava, editor of
the Legionaries paper "Narodne Osvobozeni"andiVibo—Chairman
?ﬁ the United Nations Sﬁb-commission for Freocdom of
Information. Tho 1aét named was abroad ét tho time of the
coup, but was dismissod a déy or two affer his return on
the ground that his paper had failed to support the
historical'events and had pcersisted in a policy contrary to
the principles of pooplo‘s‘domocréoy. Oﬁ:nino Praguo
political Wooklicé the chiof Qditoré of four ﬁere disﬁissed.
‘>In éddiﬁion at least fort&oighf ioading oditors and
" Journalists were oxpollad.frégﬂxffé%gghgﬁﬁ§§§&&%¥g' Union
and. thus prohibited from continuing to axorcise thoir
professione Furthor, a vory large numbcr of those who
remained werc forced to sign a deelaration of ioyalt& to the
Communist Partys -

cs The supprossion of Czoch 'and-Slovak Nowspaporse

The following Czoch and Slovak pepors have beon
‘supprossed: Vyvoyd, 8vobodn§ Zitrck, Narodna Obrode, Argus,
“Ketoli¥ke Ncdeli, Sobota, Rozsivac, Novy Na;ody»Osvobozeny
Nasinec, Hlas, Dnosck, Zemodolska Demokracic, Mlade Prudy,
Akord, Obzorys

| Although tho chiof. orgens of ‘tho thros Opposition
perties st11l continuc to appoar thelr character has
ehtirely changed ond they all follow the Communist party
lines The chicf organ of Slovsk Dcmocratic Party was
supprossed from 22nd February to Lth March when it
reappearod undcr a difforont namo with a changed policy.
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de  The occupation by the polico of Prague and

Bratislava broadcasting headquarters and denial

- of broadeasting facilitics to Opposition spoakers

. ihis mat 244} Procuvey
and foreign correspondonts. Central In ellig-nee A 7
B genoy

-On 21st February the, bu11ding of the 8lovak Radio was

occupled Dby the polico and e Oommlssar prlaced therc on the
1nstructions of tho Mlnistor of Information, On the same

day another Gommissar wes put 1n control of the Slovak
News Agency which providcs.all tho hows for the Slovak Radio
5ulletins. On 22n4d Fobruary tho Dcmocrat Trustce for
Information was . r@fused penmission to broadcast from
Bratislava, On 215t Fcbruary the Social Democrat Minister
of Food, Majer, was rofﬁsod pofmission to broadecast from
Prague on the orders of the Ministry of Information. On
23rd February armed polico werc statlonod at the headquarters
of Prague radip and wero ordered to provont the entry of
those non~-Communist members of the staff who had been sont
on leave on the outbreak of the cfisis.

“From 28th February onward thg B;B.C.(correspondont
+ Patrick Smith was rofusod broadeasting facilitics,

(39 Banning of forcion newspapers, cutting down of their

import and varlous mcauuros takeon to discourape thelp

- Bdl 9. ,

Certain -editions of 27 foroignlpapers including 5
British were banned,, Théjimport of British newspapers was
cut by 3Chs Non-Communist for01gn noewspapers arce not
reaching kiosques in th01r formur quantitlos. All foreiprn
bapers arec ucanned,boforq bcing distr;butod to retailers and

edltions containing critical matefial are withheld,

fo  Attempt to control frecdom of roportinge.
Foreign correspondents Were warned by the authopltics

at a press conference that they should depend as fapr as
- possible /
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possible for thelr reports on official sourcese It
correspondents porsisted;in sending rcports to whiph the
authorities took Gchption, appropriate measures might have

%0 be tak@p against theme A poturn visa was refused to

Christbpher Bucklcy; tho corrasnondont of the "Daily
Telegrapw’, and other leading corrcspondonts on the grounds
of the unsatisfactorﬁ natura of their rcporting. They

nhave been 6xposed to personal attacks in ¢ czoch Pross.
P

ge Centralisation of all forcipgn nows in Govepnment—

controlled monopollsinr agonsya

Nows from forelgn sourccs now passcs through the hands
of GTK, Cczoch Press ugoncy, which has also bccomc the only
'accpeted agency for distributing it to Czech press, as the
.Ministry of .Information &iscourages all other aéencies
except Tass and Teleprcsss - | .
' News unfavoureble to Czochoslovakla is suppressed or
if circulatod to. edltors “s mawkcd "not for publlcation"

News from Western agoncios is. doctorcd by cditors
of CTK and publishod as from another sourcG.’

Tha former head of the Political Ncws Departiment of
CTK;whose presence thore was 1ong & guarantoa of falr ncvs .
distributlon has been reglacod by a Communicte
2+ Since the consolidation of the Communist aictator—
ship, all attampts to expresa the popular will or to
publish the truth arc severcly p,ndlised. Under new
lawe débated in the Czcehoslovak National Assembly at the
beginning of October it will becoms & crime against the
State to operate an "unaﬁthorised news service" or to
spread alarming news. The Minister of Justice has himself
stated that only thise who maintain a positive attitude

e

towards the new régime can be allowed to indulge in -
. ' it 00
criticism. The following 1tmmu prove the dangers "

" ghreatening all who attempt to express their opinion
in writing or, indeed, in any other way.

B
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bo prosont and a number of pcoplo worc takon 1nto
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jvIn Pragua on Octobor 7th a tram—drivor named Bezdicek
was accusod of writing 1n01ting articles in ‘the
illcgal papor "Tho Torch" Tho dcfendant admittod
that for his articlos ho drow on tha B.B.C., Amcrican
and Frcnch broadcauts. (Praguo Radio &/10).‘
According to Routor many porsons wore arrostod on or
about Soptombor 17th for having 1ncited unrest by
oriticising tho govo rament!s prosont ocnnomic
difficultios.i Many pooplo woru also chargcd with
proparing and dlstributing anti-8tato leaflots. Anti~

Soviot denonstratlons occurrcd 1n Gzocb cinemas

' during tho showing of a £ilm dopicting tho Rod Army's

"livoration " of Praguo. Dotoctivos wore said to

custody. _ . _

From Octobor 6th=-Bth fho'Praguo State court triod a

group of 32 borsons who had circulatod an undorground
soditious poriodicﬂl, "Svobodno Slovo" (the title of
tho 1oad1ng organ of tho Wational Socialist Partw).

- Enil Svicar, a schoolmﬂstor, wos sontoncod.to 8 yoars

hard labour at Ostrava for handing out anti~00mmunist
lcaflots, Three woncn 1mplicated woro glven sontonces
varying from §- 6 yoara. AL oxcopt onc Wore mambors
of tho National Socialist Party (tho largost domoeratice
party ‘boforo tho coup a'état), Routcrs Soptembor 20the
In Liboroe sontonccs worc passod oR 8 group of bersons
who wore arrcstod for distributing loaflets in tho
Jablonoe roglon, Tho torms varicd from oight.to ona

CONFIDENTYY,
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‘years hapd Jlebour (Praguc Radioc 17/9). In Litomerioce

a school teacher was sentenced to nine years hard

‘;Iabopr and several others to imprisommont from 2 - 8
~ years for distributing leaflots (Praguc Radio 24/9).

Persaong have been tried for similar offences in Brno,

'Pripram, Pilsen, Kolin, Havlichkuv Brod,-Tﬁrnov, Ostrava,

Ji&in, Praguc, Ustl, Slan  and Kromoriz,::

The Pearliamentary immunity Eommittee deprived Bynek,
a dgputy, of his immunity for “dissemiﬁating intruth,
sbout the Primc Ministor, thc S+NeBe (Police) and the

. National Corporationst

ThezAction Committee of the Trade Transport and
Restaurateurs Union resolved to call upon tradesmen and
shopkeepers not to allow propaganda agemst the regtme
t0 be carried on at shop counterss ‘ »
National adminlistrators havc been placcd in control

of- the loading non~Communist publishing houses. Befare
th,ey ‘are. appointed they have to be vetted by the
Syndlcate ‘©of Czech® Authors (communlat)

Rccording to an officlal announccmont 1n Brno on 6thﬁ
Ocﬁgbep & 27 yoars old student Zdonek Vesoly will
shortly be-tried for listoning to énd aftempting'to
get into contact with a foreign radio station and
trying to distribute loaflets. ‘

vII /¢
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AddP6881ng a regional congrcsu of bhe Communist

Party in Kladno on 1lth Septembor,l9u8, th@ Ministor

‘of the Intorior, Nosck, admitted that the works

militia had boen used to prevont the organisation of

a mass sokol meeting in Pragueo He sald:- |

“Tho roaotion had wished to organise a mass sokol
| meoting in Prague. Pcople from thc couhtry had becn
oxhortod to proceod to Praguu, and mass anti—State
,demonstrations had bocn propared, Llamontal indignsation .
iéhook  the Praguo factorioé and into the streets |
had poured the glorioué‘works milifiA._ Then.

rcaction lost all d051ru to muk« dcmon;trations as

.soon as it saw tho militiamen in thelr dungarees with

riflos on their shouldoﬁ'

VIII. /
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VIII. Religious Discrimination

/
According to soctions 16 and 17 of the Czechoslovak

-constitution full frecdom of conscicnec and religloms
denomination is guarsntaecd to cvory citizens This
includes "carrying out the acts comnccted with any

-rveligious creod'.

2 Nevertheless the Arqﬁhiahop of Praguc who had shown
the utmost willingness to koep the church loyal to the
regime and who porson~lly officiatcd at a Te Doum 1n
honour of the new prosident Gottwald on l4th June was
eonstrained to have a momorandum road from the pulplt
in all churchcs of Bohomia and Moravia listing the
reagons why tho Roman Catholic Church had not felt able
to declarac its support for tho rogimce. This memorandum
was drawn up and signed by the whole Catholic -hierarchy
of the country at & mocting at Nitra on 16th Auguste
Among the objections raised in this momorandum were the
following:~ |

8¢ Priests were being prevented from carrying
out thelir dutiess

be Public expression of religion was being
restricted.

¢e No compensation had beon pald for confiscated

‘ church property, as & result of which numbers of
pricsts Would soon be Wwithout means of livelihoods

de The wholo non-political Catholic press in the

Czech lands had boen virtually bannocde

X, /
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. IXe Freodom of Movement

Immodiately after the coup a'état the Ministor of
Interior made 1t 1mpossibl@ for Czechs to leave the
country Without obtaining a special exlt penmit._:Thig

.zpormit was granmod to very few pcrsons-

:ﬁ¢2wf‘ In Junc 1948 tho Ministry of tho Intorior announcod
that 1017 porsons had becn arrostod while trying to
oscapo‘

3- According to Lidove Noviny of 9th May a Gzechoslpvak
national was shot by a frontior guard on 1lth April while

«

iIlegally crossinp tho frontior. ‘ S
u The Prior of. tho Dominican monastery at Znodino has
“been. santenccd to 18 yoars penal servitudo for his
conicxlon with an organisation dirocting the escapa
abroad of- politioal refugees (Preguec Rddio- 29/9)e A
priest was sontoncod o 14 yoears penal scrvitudc, 11 o
other persons woro convicted.‘ The policc said that thé
monastery was the scene wherec wouldrbo escapeos made
contacts and went into hiding until border crossings could ‘

" pe arrangedar ' 7

 5&4 A mllitary court condomned a mombor of the National
Socurity Corps to ninc yoars imprisonmcnt and 2 pPersons
from Klatovy to six yoars imprisonmont for having helped
rofugoes in illegal c amps from Gzechoslovakia to Genmany
(Praguo Radio. 1/10)« ‘

6. The rapportour of the Legal Commltteo of the
Bafliament dlSCUSSiﬂg on 29th Septembcr,l9h8 the'

' Govornment's draft bill for the’ protectlon of the Republic
said ‘"Tho act of flecing the country mst be puniahe&'
7.;: nCOOPding to the Mancheater Guardian of llth October
a sénior Czech Gonoral Stafﬁ Officer who arrived at Northolt
two dqys beforo said that of his five cOmpanions who
attompted to oscape with him from Gzechoslovnkia, only tvo

got across tho frontiore One was shot dead, another dled
lator from a wound ond a third wasg - captureds - Xe /

~ CONEINCA T 14 CONTRNL 11 € NAFrIstir e A
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X. Right of Porsonal Proporty

~_Bvon before tho Coup da'Stat the Communists wore
quick to sogester and distributo among thcir supporters
prpporty'yhich had belonged to Germans, collaborators and
sﬁch—iike; New condltions havc offcrod fresh ‘
possibilitics of obtaining loota _
24 Tho Ministry of Industry has 'arned poasents that
their farms would be taken over iIf they failed to produce
their q:otas,
3s  The Council of the Provincial National Committes of
Bohomia decided on 5th May to rogest the: Ministry of
agriculture to work out tho dfaft.of a bill to provide-
for thgvconfiscation of the agricultural property of all
who had fled the country after the Fobruary coups
Le diccording to Prague Radio of 18/9 tho Bratislava
Housing Committec was t01d by the reprosentative of the
Commisariat of tho Intorior that a 1ist of 27l clvil ~
Bdrv;pts‘rombvcd from offico in the purgce would soon bo
prosontede Theso civil sorvants:
ﬁould lose thoir flats,
5e Nine farmers a2t Pilsen have had thoir farms
confiseated‘and handed over to national'trustoeship'bocauso
they hid grain during the harvest (official announcoment -
from Prague 11/10)e
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XI. Raeial Discrimination

' The Hungerian paper "Szabad Nép" of 6th Junc cites
the grievances undgr which the Hungarian nationéls in
Czochoslovakila aro sufforing.

Le New orders have been published prohiblting the
Hungarian languagce |

2e¢ Contrary to all previous égreoments betwecn the
two governments the confiscatlion of Hungarian
property continuess In the district of Nitra the
land of Huhgérian smallholdors unwilling to
"re~Slovakisce" was confiscated and given to
"re-Slovakised" Hungarlians,

3s Anti-Hungarian propaganda Qontinues.

lhe  The Czech authoritios transforred thousands of

. Huhgarians to Bohomia and Moravia for labours An

attempt 1s now belng made to inducc these
Hungarians t0 apply for Czech nationality on
condition they stay where thoy ares Othorwisa

they will be considered as aliens.

OnFiDENTIAL  CQMIROL U. §. CIFiCIALS OHLY
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(ONFIDENTIAL -
NOTED BRITISH SCIENTIGT‘HESIGNS TROLN MOSCOW% ACADEMY

sir H, Dale, 0. Protests Apainst U.S.s.R!s thismat rial procured by
"Terrible Injury" to Science Central In ellig >nce Agency

Sir Henfy Dzle, O0.1M., distinguished British medical scientist and

presidé%t of the Bxitish Royal Sociecty from 1940 to 19L5 has resigned from

‘ the Academy of Sciences of the U.8.8.R. because of the "political tyranny"
under which he believes it to be suffering. This decision coincides with
and is largely shown to be Justified by the announcoment of the Presidium of
the Academy on 23rd November that compulsiory training in Marxist dislectics
ls to be undertaken by «ll young students for the futurc.

Sir Henry Dale's decigion was made known to the Soviet Academy in a
;cttor the toxt of which was published in London oﬁ November 26th.

In his leotter, Sir llenry Dale referred to the replacement of the dig~
tinguished Soviet ascicntist N.I. Vavilov, who was ¢locted to be onc of the
50 foreign members of the Hoyal Socicty in 1942, by T.D. Lysenko "theo
advocate of a doctrine of evolution which, in cffoct, denies all the progress
made by resecarch in that ficld since Lamarck's gpceculations appeared caxly
in the ninctecenth century".

This process, 3ir Henry compla¢ns, was not thoe result of an honegt and
open conflict of scicntific opinions; Lysenko's own claims and statements
made 1t clear that his dopma had been e¢stablished and enforcod by the Central
Committee of the Communlut Party as conforming to the political philosophy
of Marx and Lenin.

Lfter reforring to.the restriction in the Joviet Union of all research
and tcaching in genctics to a politioally imvdsed,orthodoxy; Sir Henry Dale
concludes his lctter by saying: "Sincc aallluo was driven by throats to his
historic denial there have becn many attgmptu to supprcss or to mutilate
sciontific truth.in the interests of somu oxtranvous creed but nonce has had a
lasting success; Hitler's was the most reeent failure e.for my own part,

being free to choosc, I believe that I should do a disscrvice cven to my /)

sclentific colluaguu& in the U.5.3.R. i I wers bo rotain an association in

CONFIDENTIAL  /nwrpnt 11 S OFFICIALS CULY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2



DecIaSS|f|ed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83- 00415R005600050002 2

"ltmh‘

»

which I might appear to condone the actions by which your academy, under
whatever compulsion, is now rcsponsible for such a terrible injury to the

freedom and the integrity of science'. . .y
L by mab 6501 procured by

Central In ellig-nce Agency
The Presidium's announcement of November 23rd maked it obvious that

Science must yiald to Political Doctrine

the main cbjective of the newly fledged 3oviet scientist is to square his
findings with Marxist dialectics.

The announcement refers to a discussion by the Prosidium of Marxist-
Leninist aducation of post-graduate students and to their decision that "for
the furth@} imprpvémcnt of' the ideological and political level of the young
scientific cadros compulsory lecturcs arce to be introduced on dialectical
and historical materialism. In cach Acportment of the Academy post-graduate
students will study the philosophical foundations of the corrsesponding branch
of science".

The samﬁ report announces that in the Genetics Institute of.tho.Academy
of Sciences, which is now directed by Lysenko, thce numbcr of post=gradunte
students is to be increased., The study of the "fundamentals of Michurinist
biology is to be introduced for all post—grgdu&tc students studylng biology.

No clecarer indication could be given of the determination of the
Communist Party to make Soviet science lic in the Procrustes bed of rigid i
political (here described as "Hichurinist") doctrine.

Sir Henry Dale, in his letter of rcsignation, writes of the repeated
and unavailing efforts of the Royal Socicty to discover the fate of N.l.
Vavilov, who was known to have boen dismissed from his post and to have
died in somewhat mysterious circuustances some time between 1941 and 1943.

Repeated enquirics addressed to the Loscow Academy through all
available channcls reccived no reply of any kind.

The case of Vavilov is onc of many.During the past three or four
months the followling Soviet sciuntists h&ve becn dismissed from their posts

in Soviet Acadewies and universitics for holding "reactionnry and idealistic"

views on biology (cf. 15/3 (7) ¢ Tt A ¥
oo Skt donTRoL V. S. CARQALS 0L
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3.1, Gorshenzen, professor of biology at Kiev University.

L.s. Orbeli, svecretary of biological scicnce sceedion of the hcademy
of seciencos.

I.::. Polyakov, dopartmental hecad of Institute of seluction and Gone tics
and professor of blology at Kharkov University.

D.K. Tretyakov, prosident of the biology scction of the Ukrainian
scademy of Sciencea and dircctor of the Zoology Institute. l

These dismissals wore going on whilc Alexander Fadeev, chief Soviet
gpokesman ot the Wroclaw Congress of Intellectuals in fugust 1948 was toelling
delegates that "broad cruative discussions on debatable quostions of science
and art havo become a daily practice in Joviet cultural 1ific".

3ir Honry Hallett Dale was awarded the Order of dMorit in 1944. In
1936 he shared the Nobol prize for medicine. He is a moember of many British
and intornational medical and scientific organisations.

17/
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(f\¥V“RsJ “OVIET STYLE TLTLES FOR YUGOSLAV WORKERS ’

Central In elligance Agenc?
which have been introduced by the legislative committes of the Yugoslev

"Pighter for a High vield": this is one of the "titles of distinction

National Assembly to "gilve an impotus to the nation~wide choracter of the
shock workers! movement', according to an announcemcnt proadcast by Tanjug
on 17th November.

The other titlos awarded in Yugoslavia in imitation of the Sovict
Stakhenovite systom, which i dosigned to cxtract as much labour from the
worker as possible arc as follows:~ "Champlon of Hocialist Worky Distin-
guished Champion of Jocialist Work, Hero of Socialigt Work of the Pooplc 8

Republic and Hero of Soclalist Work of Yugoslavia.

17/B (1) &

CERMAN GIRL3 CONICRIPTED FOR JORK TN MINES

Young girls arxc among those sent as forced labourcrs to work in the
uranium mines at Auc. The Chrigtian Democrat newspaper "Hamburger Allgemeine"
reported on 1st November that about 50  young girls standing in the
Friedrichstrasse rallway station in the Sovict scotor of Berlin a fow days
earlicr had told guestionsrs that they wers on thelr way to bue. They had
besn summoned by the Labour Ixchange for the Neubrandenburg district to -
report at the rallway station in conformity with Soviet military sdministration
orders and to bring Pood and clothing with thome LIt was only at the station
that they weru told they would be sent’to work in the minos at Auc and on
their journey to Berlin they wezre accompanicd by memoers of the Soviet-

gpongored Gorwan Jocialist Unity Party.

D e i v
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GEALAN WORKSES ICNORE SOVIET HRIHE OFpaR Cemtrel Fu ellignce Agency

The Russians have promised a reward of 12,000 cigarettos and a

fortnight's special leave to anyons telling thom who wrote the slogan "Feed
ua like Pisck and Grotewohl (leaders of the Soviet-sponsored Socialist
Unity Party) and we shall work a Hennecke (Stakhanovite) shift" on a vent-
ilator shaft at the Espenhain pit in Saxony.

The Western Sector Berlin radio report on 23rd November said that the
promised reward had produced no result. '

17/B (1) ¢

(2) Agrarian Affairs

PSAJLNT" LD Do PITL LCﬁUITT“L'i

uthtCCH f"rxcrs in Debrucon (Hunuary) WCTS arrested for sabcﬁaga,
accordlng to the newspaper "Vilag" of 26th October, which added tho
following significant postscript:~-

"In case these peasants are acquitted by the Poople's Court, thoy
will be interned".

It was for protesting against a preoedure, whereby those found not
guilty were interned and against the fact that it should be "accepted as
natural® by journalists of the Hungarian popular democracy, that the
Democratic People's Barankovic's (opposition) Party newspaper "Hazank" was

rebuked for defending peasant-faruers. (Cf. 16/B (7) e)
‘ 17/B (2)

(3) ZIslamic World

ISRABELI UNITS TRAINED IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Further information on Czech military aid for Isracl, assistance
rendered in violation of the United Nations' Truce, has been given by Czecho-

slovak refugees who have recently succceded in ascaping across the frontier.

(of. 14/5 Unco“ﬂDEN“ AL CONTROL U S. CTFICIALS ORLY
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Units of tho Israeli aruy, wocordlng to these refugces, receive
instruction in Czoohoslovakig.‘ Meubers of thesc units, which include women,
are housced in five differcnt caﬁps, including those at Libava in north-
eastern Moravia and at Olomouc. They are there instructoed by Israeli
officers from Palestine. Hinersg; who have becn sent to the Jachymov uranium
mines from the Bastern zone of Geormany, have in some cases chosen to scrve
with the Isracli units ratbef than work in the nines.

serodrones at Zateo,‘Hradec Kralove and Brno are auong those used to
send aras and in soue cases fusl fto Palegtine.

17/B (3)
() hsiatic affairs

NEHRU S.YS COMMUNISTS QVEEPLAY.AD THOIR HANDS

The change in Communist policy in fsia after the war and the possible
reasons which led the Couwnunist Partics to uverplay thoir hands were disoussed
by the Prime Minister cf India, Pandit Nohru at a prcss conference on 12th
November.

Pandit Nehru recalled that there had been a marked change in Communist
policy when support for nationalist govermacnts forumed in uSlaqgcountrLeu was
replaced by an opposition which inspired atteupts to uproot these governuontsa,
The programne of the national govermments in Burna and Indonesia were
advancad socialist programmcs, pointed out the Prime Minister. Nevertheleas
the Communists thore rebelled against thom; they isolated thenselves, in
othnor words, from the national wovewonts which worc still the most powerful
in these countries;=-

This prouaturc action on the part of the Comaunists had only two
possible explanations: “edithor the Communisﬁ loadersghip in thesc countriecs
was very ilmuature and had no realisation or appreciation of conditions in the
country, or they acted under orders frou sone other place which ignoroed thesc
conditions for soue reason of their own". "Perhaps it was both", added

Pandit Nehru.
? 17/B (5) a
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S RUVOLT REPORTED IN KORWA'S SOVIAT ZOND

A%t least 6,000 rebels arc reported to have been killed by the Soviet-
trained North Korean People's irmy after a weak, unorganised and unsuccess-
ful rovolt against Cormunist domination had broken out in cight cities of
the Soviet-occupied zone, according to Chungking radio on 8th Novenber.

Hunger, poverty, cold and oppréssion in the Soviet area arc inlicated
to bo notives of the rebellion, which was nade possible, it is believed, by
the partial withdrawal of Bovict troops;

t

17/8 (5) ©

(6) International Movements

COMIUNISTS ATTELPT TO DOMINATE JORLD PHE3s ORGANIS, TION

Indications that attcupts by the U.3.8.R. and her satellites to bend
yet another international organisation - this time the Intsrnational
Organisation of Journalists = to their own political purposes arc likely to-
be frustrated have coue from reports of the useting of the Txecutive
Committee which took placs in Budapest batwewn 16th and 18th Novcuber. ‘
Similar attempts in the World Federation of Trade Unions and World Federation
of Democratic Youth have rocontly boen mada.

It was the purposc of the mecting to discuss tho internal affairs of
the organisations, and efforts to use the wccting for the pasging of roso=
lutions condcuning allegoed activitics-of the non-Comunist powsrs led to
the walking out of the United States delegate, Martin, and tho abandonment
of participation in the ueeting by thc British and Swedish delegatos.

The ovonts which led to this began with o resolution proposed by the
Hungarian delogate which sought to attribute "war-uongering" to the Western
Powers. Discussion was steered to a drafting comittes which nroduced a
rosolution which dealt with the subject in a way which could be adopted

without distaste.

F\DE\\T\A\. CONTROL U. S. CFFICIALS ONLY .
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Despite the passiné:g)‘ggis rasolution in its awended foru, the
Polish delegate imuediately thercafter proposed a resolution on the saue
theme‘which attributed war-nongering specifically to the United States.

It was at this point that the U.3. delegate walked out and the

" British and Swedish delegates announced that they would take no further
part. ' _

4 strong Russian delegation included Zaslawsky, editor of "Pravda',
There were also delegations frow iLustria, Bolgiua, Britaln, Bulgarla,

C zechoslovakia, Demnark, France, Hungary, Nethurlands, Israel, Norway,
Poland, Rounania, Spain, Sweden, U.3.... and Yugoslavia.

In June 1948, a Congress of the organisation will take place in
Brusscls.

There is reason to anticipate that the fissure rovealed in the
organisation at the nesting of the Zxecutive Coumittee will be revealed
wore clearly at the Congress.

17/B (6)
(7) Husan Rights

RUSSLANSG TRAIN SPIAS FOR RATUGED CAMPS

"Praitors in the camp" was the heading given to an account of the
training and mission given to a Czochoslovak inforuer sent to the refugee
caup at Ludwigsburg which was rocently given by the Czcchoslovak newspapcr
tgvobodne Zitrek! published in Paris.

Olarich Holicky, says the account, was shown how %o gxtort evidence
by watching the secrct police at work during the intorrogation of those
arrested., Hanging, locking the hand in a drawer and twisting the limbs
were anong the means rocomueonded. 3pecial lectures wers also given by
Joviet officers, soveral of whom wore Czech uniforni.

The job assigned to Holicky at the camp was to find out the pre=-

vailing feeling auong the refugees, to discover where they had crossed the

frontier & K&Mﬂ then and to "porsvade" thea to return. He was
EONENA " CONTROL U. 5. OFFICIALS ONLY
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~also told to get into touch with Geruan Communists and urge then to undortake
acts of sabotage. He was warned not to yield to any bribe to work for a
foreign power and told that if he did not roturn at the stipulated time,; he
would be considered guilty of high treason and that his fanily would be
persccuted. His own life would be forfeit if he failed in this task, and
were he to be arrcsted, he was to take his own lifc. sfter o short stay at
Schwabach he went on to Ludwigsburg, whore he was Tfound out.

17/B (7) =

GERIANS PROVAD INNOCANT DIS IN .CHENL, UsEN

_ The deaths of Richard Grell, a foraer menbor of the Berlin Clty
fssembly, of Heinrich Mushlenbrock, departuental head and of Hrnst Nern,
general nanager of the potato marketing board, fron the effocts of torture,
ill-treatuen®t and starvation rations at the 3ovict concentration camp of
Sachsenhausenvers roported by five prigoncrs who recently succecded in
sscaping from the CAaD .

The Goruan nows ageoncy, giving this roport on 23rd November, added
that the three uen were arrcsted first in July 1946 and although the Soviet
supreme nilitary tribunal had acquitted all three of the charge preforred
-againast then in October, they had net beon releascd. Five nonths later they
had been sentenced to detuntlon in a labour caup by the Soviet tribunal in
Lichtenberg.

| 17/8 (7) ®

POLITIC.L TE3TS FOR HUNGARIAN STUDENTS

Intervention by the Coummunist~dominated Governnent departuwnts in the
affairs of a so~called autonomous university in Hungary and the political
tests sct to applicants were iuplicitly condeined by a senior wenber of the
university in a conversation reported by the Barankovics (opposition) Party

periodical "Hazank" con 22nd October.
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"Glthouuh the university is on autononous body, the professors havo
not wuch to say in the natter (of university reforn)", runs the pross account
of the conversation. "Tho Ministry of Bducaticn tokes wcasurcs without .
asking the prefossors”.

Speaking of the adulssion of students to the university, the professor

~ declared that tho Ministry of BEducation had reversed the deecision of the
university council and had rofused aduission to students whom the university
authoritics had agrecd to enrol. The polltlcal attitude of the applicants
was given as the rcasgon for the minlsterial action.

fisked what the professors thought of the fact that they now have to
take part in politics, the professor ropliedi "The newly appointed ones
take it for granted, while tho older onos who forucrly proferred to devoto
their tiwme to science find it alien; thoy have, however, to do it It
froquently happens that professors arc dismissed on a pensions”

17/8 (7) <

GROFING THREAT TO "OPPOSITION" HUNGIRLAN PRESS

Progressively stronger hints that the nowinally independent Hungarian
newspaper "Hazank" (which represonts the views of the Barankovies Opposition
Party) may not much longer cnjoy such froedom of oxpression as is now open
to 1t are being dropped by Governnont spokesuien and noewspapors.

The latest indication coues from "Szabad Nep'", the governuent nows-
paper, which rosponded bo "Hazank's" open scorn at its opponent's nced for
brass bands and special trains to boost its flagsing clrculation by quoting
3talin's warning that the freodom of the preoss should not be abused to peralt
writers to oppose the interests of peace. It also oninously hinted that
"Hazank" would not for long be pernitted to aect as the "Hungarian advance
base of the international press in the struggle against the Sovieﬁ Union and
the people's democracicsa".

"Hazank" rocently protedtud agaimat the diserimination shown against
it by cutting supplics of ncwsprint (ef. 5/B (7) ¢)e The demand for it

x! 1!
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appoars to bo great, and contrasts with thot enjoyocd by the party-conbrolled
"ISzabad Nep', which was aduittod by ilr. Joseph Revail, the Party's chicf

. nropagandist, on 18th Scptember, to be supported by barely 3 of the popu=
lation (ef. 12/B (9) a).

»

17/B (7) 4

HINT OF THREAT TO 83.B.C.'3 GuRMAN LISTHNGRS

The 3ovict intention to prohibit listening to the B.3.C. Russian
programnes , ~to the North West Geruan rodio, and the Aucrican Sector dadio
in the Tastern zone of Gernany has been roported by the Christian Democrat
newspaper "Hanburger illgeneine Zoiltung" on 16th Noveubor.

The supvrintendent of the Halle transmitter has been instructed by
the 3Joviet Inforuation Depértncnt in Saxony=inhalt, adds thc press report,
to make use of all material contained in the archives of the local law-
courts concerning listening to eneny stations under the Hitlorite regine.

17/B(7) o

(9) ZIron Curtain

SOVIST ZONE POLICH PL.N CONDIELINED

The British Government's "regret and disapproval" at the formation'of
a branch of the police in the 3ovict zone trained and equipped along seud-
wilitary lines", which is-contrary both to the spirit and the lotter of the
Potsdan Lgrecment, was formally cxprosscd in the House of Commons on 17th
Noveuber in an answer to a Parlinsuentary Question.

On the same day a forucr wucubcr of tho German 6th srmy, who wag
sclected for special political and wilitary training in camp No. 1236, before
becouing a member of this police force gave an-account of how he and udny
of his colleagues of the éth Army had been coupelled to "voluntecer" for such

training in the independont newspaper "Lucncburger Landoeszeltung”.
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¢ Lftor proliminary political training, gald thc writer, ,the 6,000

selected for the course were given oral and written tests and 1, 500 who
failed to pass were scnt away to an unknown destination. 4t the ond only
2,025 wore left and although they were given good food and regular rations
of tobacco, they were not allowed to writc hoiwc.

sfter an inspection by hlgh—ranklnb Russian Offlefu’ accoupanicd by
Generals Paulus and Lottnann, moubers of the course werer asked if they would
consent to military training. JAftor about five wonths t¥aining they left
for Germany. "We werc the first nerccnaries of the Geruan Red Lyuy - the
civil war corps disguised as a police organisation and financed by the
Russians', he soid. "Therc is probably not one foruer Gerunn ucuber of the
6th Liroy", concluded the article, "who would voluntarily have Joined this
civil war corps. Wwe were not troitors".

17/3 (9) a

SYNONYZ 3 FOR THE NON-COLMUNIST

"It was decided to cxpel the following poople from the party: Jan
‘Mulak, Teofil Glowacki and Julian Maniniak for their 'rig zhtigt" and anti-
comon~front attitude; Waclaw Zawadzki for his class cnpity and opportunisi;
7ofia Kilinska for hor favouritism and ideological cmmity; Jozef 3zajowski
for class and ideological ermity. The. following puople wore admonished:
courads Zafoski for his inadequate vigilance in directing the Miilodza" ;
courade Csato for lack of class visilance; courade Niemyski for lack of
clasgs vigilance and drunkenncss and comrade Zwan for insufficicnt class
vigilance. ‘

"It was also decided to oxpel comradc Romuald Nowilcki from the party
as an undesirable element alien ideologically and also on account of his
un-socialist way of life +.." '

This anathems was pronounced, according to the Polish newspaper "Glos
Ludy" of 26%h October after a lengthy rccent wwoting of the old sstablisnsd
but now Communised Polish publishing co-oporative "Wicdza". It provides a

new series of altsrnative ways of describing the non-Commuriist.
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411 tobacconists in Praguo have been ordercd to toke down their shop

-

v CZECHOSLOVLE N.TTONAL EMBLEMN BLNNED

gigns which have tho Czochoslovak lion on thews In their place they are to
put up chocolate and yellow boards which have no national mark to affront
the Comrunist rulors. ‘

17/ (9) ¢

"ED 30UARE" PLLN FOR Pit.GIE '

"Square for lanifestrtions in Praguc" was the heading given by the
Czechoslovak newspapor "Svobodne dlovo! to the ruport that the Govermuient has
instructed the Central Planning Coumittee to draw wp plans for o large public
square in Prague on the model of the Rud Square in Hoscow. Beforce the
Comaunist coup d'état this project was strongly opposcd by the three non-
Communist parties on the grounds »f unjustifiable expense, but the Prive
Minister, M. Zapotocky has long wished for such a square, which is to be
known as the Square of the Pioncers.

"Iyobodne Slovo'" was gevercly reprinanded "for levity" by the trades
union nowspaper "Prace' on 17th Novowmber. Its cditors wore told to bear in
taind the new role of the press in Czechoslovakia and to refrain from covert
attacks on the Prime Minister.

17/3 (9) a

3HODDY GOODD IN H”PLIN'” SOVIET ZONE

In Berlin, on the Soviet side of the Brandenburg Gate, wrote the
Christian Deuocrat newspaper "iheinische Post" on 16th November, the only
things on show in the shop-windows arc liquour scts and vascs, proverbg to
hang on the walls, inkstands wade of artificiel werblc. If anything of any
practical usc is displaycd, it is surc to be of infirior quality, made frouw
substitute waterials and costing nuch wore than the bottor counterpart on
sale in Westorn Borlin. In onc district provision werchants werc crdered by
the local authorities to show all available foudstuffs in the windows anu

q-r-u'lALS O
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at the request of the Boviet occupylng power, shop=windows have to be 1lit
up after oloéing hours to give an appearance of 1life and anivation:

Only B{WS of the population in the Western sectors have rogistered
for food and fusl in the Soviet sectors, despite the inducencnt afforded by
the prouise of extra rations; this means that the number of those who have
registered in the Soviet sector is 100,000 lower than that of those who
voted.for the Coununists in the 1946 elections.

17/ (9) e

ROUMANI. SEVERS CULTURAL LINK “/ITH FR.ANCE

_ The Communist policy of rofusing frec access to the odtside world was
carried n stape further in Roumania whon the Rowsanian Govermacnt on 21st
Noveuwber denouncod their Cultural fgrecuent with France signed on March 31st
1939. .
The Fromch ITnstitute is to bs closed forthwith (ef. 6/B (9) a).

17/B (9) £

JOVIET TiAINING SCHEINE FAILS

The acadeny of Social Scicnces, set up by the Soviet Union Communist .
Party in 1946 for the all-round ideologicnl training of recruits to Central
and Union Reopublic Party organisations, has failed to remedy the idoological
laxity which had crept into the party during the war years. . rosolution
recently published in the Sovict periodical "Culturc and Life" accused the
iscadeny's professional staff of giving insufficient guidanco to stu&ents and
of selecting inadequately trained entrants to the icademy.

The rector and vice-rector have been dismissed and the work of ths
Loademy has been put under the direct supsrvision of the Direcﬁora@g f@r

Propaganda and Agitation.
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SOVIET THREAT TO AUSTRIA'S RATL TEG;NSPOR'].Q es

Recent BSoviet instructions 4o the Austrian Federal Railways to
surrender 540 engincs and 5,575 goods and passenger trucks as Soviet war booty,
have been denounced, reports the Vienna presa, by the SBocialist Minister of
Power, Hr. Migsch as contrary to the Hague Convention, since no booty could
properly be demended from Austria which had never been in a state of war with
the U.3.3.:.

sccording to the Socialist newspapor "Arbelter-Zeitung", the fulfilment
of the Soviet demand would mean the rostriction of railway traffic to an
emergency standard in the Zoviet zonc, for it would cntail a deplotion‘of
rolling=-stock of some LO to 50 per cont. Hr., Sagmeister, Hinistor of Food
pointed out that the transport of food Supplics would be endangered while the
Minister of Transport, Hr. Usbeleis stated that the surrender of this rolling=—
stock would wmean the collapse of Austrian goods traffic.

Under the 1946 Control fLigrecment the Joviet Element under took, in
conjunction with the other threc Occupying Powers, to promote the economic
recovery of Austria.

17/8 (11) a

RUSSIANS "CEN3OR" BARLIN TELEPION DIREC TOKY

Post offices in the Soviet sector of Berlin wers instructed on 22nd
Novouber by the Soviet sector police to stop the distribution of the new '
Berlin telephone directory to subscribers, according to the Gorman news agency
report.

The official reagon given by the Boviet scector police was that the new
directory did not give the police departments sufficiently clearly in its
prescnt form. In fact the office of Dr. Johanncs Stuma 1s quoted as the Berlin
Polics Headquarters and not that of Hr. Paul Harkgrafy, whom the Russians

illegally appointed as head of the Berlin police force.
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The exceptionally violent anti-Ancrican tone of a Russian film "The
Russian Question", which hos been shown rocently in Pragus, has apparently
succeeded in eumbarrassing sone of the Czech film critics.

These critics werc taken to task in the Coumunist Party newspapers

"Rude Pravo", "Tvorba" and "ilada Fronta'.

Apparently their fault was to pay more attention to the technical and
artistic valle of the film than to what "Mlada Fronta" described as its
"beautiful ideology".

17/B (1) ¢

MARXTST FILTER TIP WANTED

The Popoff cigarette, nade in the "people's own" tobacco industry in
the Soviet Zone of Germany, is accused by a recent correspondent of the Potsdam
- newspaper "Maerkische Volkstimme" of "sabotaging production and undermining
the Two-~Year Plan".
"T fainted at work" the writer said, "and ny throat burned for a long
time aftor smoking one of these rationed cigarettes".
17/B (11) 4
The following articles wmay be found to contain points of interest:-
(2) Tito's Standing in Croatia, by iloxander Werth
Manchester Guardian: issue of 25th Novewber, 1948.
(b) =r. lolotov's Intervicw with Germans
Manchester Guardian: issuc of 26th Noveuber, 1948.

PART 4 - Noted British Scientist Resigna from Moscow Academy

PLRT B -
1) Labour Affairs (7) Human Rights
(2) Agrarian 4ffairs . §8 U.N.O.
3 Izlanic %World 9 Iron Curtain
L) Christian World (10) Coumunist Partics Out-
5) A4siatic Affalrs side the Iron Gurtain
6
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THE ANTI-RELIGIOUS STATE AND THE CHURCHES

Summary

This mat rial procured by
Central In ellig-nce Agency

Under the Tsarist regime there was freedom of religious worship. The Orthodox
Church in particular had freedom of propaganda also, and was the established church

supported by the State.

Under the Communist regime‘ the Orthodox Church is supported only because
the Soviet State is not strong enough to compel everyone to be atheist and because
toleration of the Orthodox Church is useful for the prosecution of Communist policy

abroad.

The Communist Party, which controls all activities in the Soviet Union, is
openly and militantly atheist. The Young Communist League is alse brought up

to be militantly atheist.

The Soviet Constitution entitles Soviet citizens to freedom of religious rite;

but there is no freedom to propagate religion.

Freedom on the other hand is granted

by the Soviet Constitution to propagate anti-religious views and theories.

Entry into any career in the Soviet Union and progress in that career depends

on either the support of the Communist Party or membership of it.

Since the Party

is atheist in principle, no member of any religious faith can progress in his career.

UNDER the Tsars the Established Church in
Russia was the Russian Orthodox Church,
which was supported by the State, both morally
and materially. Only members of the Orthodox
Church enjoyed the right of religious propaganda.

All other recognised religions enjoyed varying
degrees of rights and privileges, in accordance
with a fixed “ hierarchy of religions.” This
hierarchy was headed by the Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Reformed, and Armenian Churches.
Somewhat less favoured was Islam, and at the
bottom of the hierarchy came Judaism. Adherents
of all these religions were permitted to worship
freely, but they were not given the right of
religious propaganda and a certain amount of
discrimination was shown against them. In
practice Lutherans were on an equal footing
with Orthodox Russians; Roman Catholics were
handicapped, particularly in the former Polish

CONFIDENTIAL
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provinces; and Jews were practically debarrad
from administrative positions, professional careers
open to them were restricted, and they were
forbidden to live outside the ““ Pale of Settlement.”
In this connexion, however, it should be borne in
mind that in Tsarist Russia official discrimination
against Jews was on purely religious and never
“racial ” grounds.

Towards Religion in general the State attitude
was not merely favourable but protective.
Religious education was obligatory in all schools,
and the State recognised only religious marriage
and divorce. Anti-religious propaganda was
forbidden.  * Non-confessionalism ” was not
recognised as a status.

It is true that the State protection of the
Orthodox Church against any spiritual competi-
tion led to certain weaknesses within the Church.
The Church took no part in social activity,

| . 5. OFFICIALS ONLY



traiming given in seminarigs was often of poor !

quality, although some “ seminaries  provided
education of a high stahdard, and priests assigned
to rural parishes were often men of inferior
intelligence and morals.

On the other hand it should be noted that the .

Tsarist State was not excessively generous in its
material support of the Church.
obtained most of its income from the voluntary
contributions of its adherents.

To sum up, the Orthodox Church enjoyed the
protection of the Tsarist State, for which it paid
the price of a certain degree of subordination.
This subordination wedkened the position of the
Church when the latent- antagonism between
State and ** Intelligentsia ”* developed. Religion

The Church °

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2

It is an all-embracing philosophy of life and
includgs a metaphysical system, a sociology, a
practical revolutionary methodology, and a
socio-political ideal. " The basis of the Marxist
metaphysic is materialism: matter and its
motion are all that exists; consciousness is the
product of, and therefore secondary to, matter.
Marxist sociology explains social processes on a
basis of purely economic conditions and relations,
which, in the pre-Socialist era at any rate, are
established and altered mechanically, that is,
independently of human volition! Tt is these
economic phenomena which form the basis of
society, and are reflected in the hunan brain in

- “ spiritual >’ forms such as morals, religion, and

* ““ideology.”

as such became identified with the temporal |

power and the more subversive elements of the
*“ Intelligentsia  became atheist. However, the
ordinary individual, of whatever faith, was in
general encouraged to practise his religion.

Nevertheless, in the early years of the twentieth
century a liberal tendency showed itself in the
Orthodox Church. A decree of 17th April, 1903,
repealed statutes forbidding apostasy, and
legalised the position of a large number of
hitherto illegal heretical sects. Many clergymen
realised the necessity of liberating the Church
from its subordination to the State.

The February Revolution and Church Reform

With the overthrow of Tsarism in February
1917, and the establishment of the Provisional
Government under Kerensky, the Orthodox
Church entered on a period of greater spiritual
freedom. A law granting full religious liberty
and giving for the first time legal recognition to
“ non-confessionalism  or atheism was passed
on 10th July, 1917. The Holy Synod was
abolished in June 1917, and a Ministry of
Confessions set “up. At the same time plans
were made for calling a Church Council, the
first to be held since the abolition of the
Patriarchate. In a session held in October 1917,
the Council decided to restore the Patriarchate.
Archbishop Titchon, Metropolitan of Moscow,
was chosen as Patriarch. However, this decision
was taken after the Communist coup d’Etat, so
that this and other reforms had to be carried out,
not in the democratic conditions obtaining under
the Provisional Government, but under the
Communist Dictatorship and in the teeth of the
Communist persecution of religion.

The Basic Communist Attitude to Religion
The doctrine of Communism, or Marxism-
Leninism, is much more than a political theory,

o

-

Hence, as the economic basis of
society changes, in accordance with certain
mechanical laws, thought processes (including
Religion) change with it. Engels expressed this

- concept in his “ Anti-Duehring ” in the following
“words:

2

“ All religion is nothing but the fantastic
reflection in the minds of men, of those external
forms which dominate their everyday existence,
a reflection in which the earthly forces assume
the form of supernatural forces.”

Similarly, Marx himself, in * Das Kapital,”
says:

“ The omnipotence of God is nothing but
the fantastic reflection of the impotence of men
before nature and of the economic relations
created by themselves.”

From this it was a small logical step to the
concept of Religion as one of the instruments of
oppression in capitalist society, which is expressed
in Marx’s famous slogan: * Religion is the
opium of the people.” Lenin expresses this
Marxist tenet in the following words:

‘““Being born of dull suppression .
religion teaches those who toil in poverty to be
resigned and patient in this world, and consoles
them with the hope of reward in heaven.”

“ The oppression of humanity by religion
is but the product and reflex of economic
oppression within society.”

In reply to the suggestions made before the
Communist accession to power by certain
Communists as to the possibility of adapting
Religion to Communist teachings, Lenin said:

*“ There can be no good Religion, or perhaps
better Religion is still more dangerous than
bad Religion.”
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Immediately after the October Revolution
there were two schools of thought among
Communists concerning the position of Religion
in the new state:

(i) A logical extension of the Marxist doctrine
of the role of Religion as an instrument of
oppressing classes in Capitalist society;
with the overthrow of the Capitalist
régime Religion would fade from the
minds of the liberated people. Therefore
an open attack. on the Church was
unnecessary. All that was required was
the separation of Church from Staie and
the undermining of the Church’s material
existénce.

The view that the victory of Communism
was not yet complete. Thc bourgeoisie,
not yet annihilated, would exploit the
political ignorance of the proletariat, and
to assist that exploitation would resort to
Religion. Therefore, it was desirable to
destroy Religion as quickly as possible.

In the Constitutional Committec which
elaborated the First Soviet Constitution the
first, or more moderate, of these views, at first
prevailed. Therefore the Committee wrote into
its draft the formula * Religion is the private
affair of the citizen.” This formula, however, was
rejected by Lenin, who ordered that it be replaced
by a clause guaranteeing *“ freedom of religious
and anti-religious propaganda.” This became
Article 13 of the R.S.F.S.R. Constitution of
10th July, 1918.

(i)

(i)

without compensation.  Local Soviets
were cmpowered to atlow members of
“religious organisations’ to retain as
much of their property as was absolutely
essential to them: church buildings,
chalices, vestments, &c. Thus divine
service was permitted to continue, but in
conditions of extreme hardship: In
addition, Churches were prevented from
acquiring new property. Article 12 of the
decree said: “ No church or religious
society has the right to own private
property; such societies do not enjoy the
rights of a juridical person.” All Church
property was therefore converted into
the property of  individuals acting as
trustees of the Church—but as private
property was very often confiscated, this
measure afforded little protection.

Furthermore, “ religious organisations
were not allowed exclusive use of Church
buildings, for the Commissariat of Justice
(in charge of “ religious affairs” until
1924) decided that churches might also be
used for such pursuits as courses of
instruction, lectures, concerts, cinema
shows, political meetings and: popular
dances.

Finally, as the-term “religious organisa-
tions ’ did not include monasteries and
convents, these were closed down.
Priests and clerics were reduced to a.
socially inferior position. Article 65 of the
1918 Constitution proclaimed that they

. . . . . ‘s L R ]

This clause, liberal in appearance, was 1n were “ servants of the bourgeoisie,” and
actual fact a declaration of war on Religion, as as such they were d1senfr;mch1sed. As
“ religious propaganda” was to be undertaken -disenfranchised persons they received

by a weakened Church, deprived of age-old

privileges, whereas * anti-religious propaganda

was pursued with all the vigour of the new state.
The course of the Communist war on Religion

in Russia may be best sub-divided into three °

periods of persecution, leading up to the present
New Religious Policy.

The First Period of Persecution

The first period of persecution lasted from
November 1917 to February 1922, and was
characterised by the following three features:

(i) The Church was deprived of material
means and of legal existence. A decree of
23rd January, 1918, on the separation of
Church and State and of Church and
School, ordered that all Church-owned
property be seized by the Government

CONFIDENTIAL (QMTROL V. >-
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(iif)

either no ration cards at all or cards of the
very lowest category; they were not
allowed to belong to trade unions and
consequently could find no work in
State enterprises; they had to pay higher
rents for living quarters and higher
income and agricultural taxes; their
children could not be educated in
secondary schools and universities.

The Church’s influence in various direc-
tions, particularly on ecducation, was
destroyed. Article 9 of the Separaticn
Decree (see above) prohibited religious
instruction in schools. A decrce of
13th June, 1921, forbade the giving of
religious instruction to groups of children
under the age of 18. Thirdly, a decree of
18th December, 1917, later incorporated
into the Family Code of 22nd October,
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1918, refused legal recognition to Church
marriages and divorces.

During this first period the local Soviet
authorities encountered unexpected resistance
among the populace to thesc anti-religious
measures, and had to resort to violence in
carrying them out. The execution, exiling and
imprisonment of bishops and priests, the closing
down of churches, the desecration of religious
articles, were common features of this period.
Up to 1923, 28 bishops and over one thousand
priests of the Orthodox Church were executed
by the Communist authorities (cf. Timashev,
* Religion in Soviet Russia,” which is the best
informed and best documented work on this
subject).

As an additional means of destroying the
Church, the Communist Government resorted to
the construction of a schism. In May 1922, a
number of “ progressive ” clerics, opposed to
the Patriarch’s policy, were induced to announce
the creation of a sycophantic religious organisa-
tion called * The Living Church,” outlining plans
for reforms ““ compared with which (its manifesto
said) Luther’s reform would appear as child’s
play.” Thereupon the Patriarch was arrested, a
large number of church buildings were forcibly
turned over to the new schism, 84 bishops
and more than 1,000 priests were expelled
from their offices to make room for the new
organisation.

A joint decree of the Commissariats of Justice
and the Interior on 27th April, 1923, allowed all
religious organisations to call provincial and
central conventions and to elect executive
boards, but only by special permission of the
governmental authorities. Permission was in fact
granted only to a few religious groups which had
been suppressed by the Tsarist régime, and of
course to the * Living Church.”

For lack of popular support the  Living
Church ” rapidly broke up, and was dropped by
the Government in Junc 1923. Meanwhile the
Patriarch had been in prison since May 1922.
His impending trial was announced in such a way
that it was clear he was threatened with execution.
But large-scale popular protests throughout
Russia and Europe caused the Soviet Government
to capitulate, and the Patriarch was released on
27th June, 1923. This development represented
the breakdown of the first Communist attack on
Religion. The Church had emerged from it still
vigorous.

The second period of persecution extended
from the end of 1922 until 1929. It was marked
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by the cessation of the direct attack on clergy
and believers, for which new and more efficient
means of destroying Religion were substituted.
The most important of these means were: (a)
systematic calumny of the Church, and (b) the
establishment of a body of ideas based on
materialism in active opposition to religious
faith. To this latter end a * non-party publishing
company ' calling itself ‘“ The Godless” had
been set up already in February 1922. In Novem-
ber of that year an anti-religious seminary was
opened in Moscow. Christmas (which is
celebrated in Russia in January) saw the
organisation of an ‘“anti-Christmas carnival,”
described in fzvestiya of 10th January, 1923, as
follows:

*“ Preliminary meetings were organised and
the following themes selected for the mock
procession: the Performance of Miracles; the
Opening of Holy Shrines; the Immaculate
Conception. The students of the Sverdlov
University imitated the representatives of
different religions.”

Militant Atheists League

For the organisation of anti-religious work a
new and most important body was formed on
7th February, 1925—the League of Militant
Atheists.  From 1926 onward, this League
disseminated anti-religious propaganda of the
most violent kind. All methods were used,
including music halls, playing cards, and children’s
primers. In its propaganda the League pursued
three lines of attack. Firstly, it sought to demon-
strate that Religion in all its forms had always
been the enemy of the workers; secondly, that
** Science had explained everything > and left no
room for religion; and thirdly, that religious
belief constituted treason to the Soviet State, for
religion was incompatible with Socialism. In all
cases the League’s propaganda was grossly
blasphemous, abounding in indecent cartoons of
God, Christ, the Virgin and the Saints.

Meanwhile, more direct, “ administrative »
methods of persecution were by no means
neglected. Although church buildings had been
placed at the disposal of religious groups, the
land on which the churches stood was taxable,
and these taxes were constantly increased.
Moreover, church buildings had to be insured,
and the religious groups using them had to cover
the cost of insurance. In December 1923, it was
decreed that if Church buildings were destroyed
by fire, the sums paid as insurance would become
State property.
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On 16th July, 1924, the teaching of Religion in
churches was forbidden, and on Ist September,
religious instruction given to groups of more
than three children was prohibited. -On 30th July,
1923, official holidays, which had previously
coincided with Church holidays, were transferred,
so that Church holidays became working days
and could no longer be properly celebrated.

Towards the end of the second period of
persecution the State made great efforts to stamp
out all traces of religious customs. In 1928, the
sale of Easter food and Christmas trees was
prohibited, and no Christmas ornaments were
allowed in shop window displays. They were
replaced by special * anti-Christmas literature.”

On the death of the Patriarch Tikhon in 1925,
the Soviet authorities refused to allow the election
of a new Patriarch, and in addition arrested
successive Acting Patriarchs until, in Junc 1927,
the Metropolitan Sergius of Nizhni-Novgorod
succeeded in negotiating a compromise with the
Soviet Government and in retaining his office as
Acting Patriarch. Sergius’ Declaration of
16th June, 1927, which turned out to be the
cornerstone in the relations between the Orthodox
Church and the Soviet Government, contained
the following exhortation to the faithful:

“ We must show, not by words only, but by
deeds, that loyal citizens of the U.S.S.R. are
not enly those who are indifferent to Orthodoxy,
or those who have betrayed it, but the faithful
for whom Orthodoxy, with all its dogmas and
traditions . . is as dear as truth and life.
We wish to be Orthodox and at the same time
to recognise the Soviet Union for our civil
fatherland, whose joys and successes are our
joys and successes, and whose defeats are our
defeats.”

The Third Period of Persecution

By 1929, the failure of the second attack on
Religion had become obvious. Therefore, the
Soviet Government initiated a new plan, con-
- sisting of three principal features.

First, the direct attack was renewed, in the
form of the mass closing down of churches, on
the pretext that Russia was being transformed
into a Socialist society, whose members could
not need churches. This attack was synchronised
with the forced collectivisation of the peasantry.
Throughout the country local Communists called
meetings which voted over the heads of con-
gregations that the churches be demolished,

church bells be melted down, and certain church.
buildings be turned into granaries, schools and
cinemas. In this manner 1,440 churches were
closed down during 1929 alone.

The mass closing down of churches was
accompanied by a fierce attack on the Orthodox
cléergy. Some 150 bishops were arrested, and their
successors, when appointed, arrested in their
turn. Most of them were sent to the notorious
Solovetsky concentration camp, situated on a
group of islands in the White Sea. Priests were
exiled or executed in thousands; many of them
had been seized as hostages in reprisal for the
murders of local Soviet officials by the incensed
peasantry, who were at that time resisting
collectivisation (¢f. Timashev op. cit.).

A decree of 27th December, 1932, brought
new hardships to the Church by making the
carrying of identity cards compulsory and
universal, and by prohibiting all *“ non-workers ™
from living in the large towns and their environs.
Consequently, priests could no longer live in the
cities and had to travel to and from the countryside -
to their parishes.

A decree of 24th September, 1929, introducing
the 6-day week, made it difficult for workers to
attend church on Sundays, unless Sunday hap-
pened to coincide with the sixth, or rest day, of
the week. After the law of 20th Noveémber,
1932, which penalised failure to appcar at work,
church attendance, except on the rest day,
became impossible. )

Second, the Soviet Government adopted a
plan of what may be best described as “ cultural
strangulation.” This was by way of a reaction
to an unexpected development in Church activity. .
Since the October Revolution, the Church had
become a centre of cultural and social activities.
To put an end to this state of affairs, the
Government issued a decree on 8th April, 1929,
resuming the old restrictions and imposing new
restrictions on religious societies, especially on
their cultural and social activities. Article 17 of
this decree forbadc religious societies to form
mutual aid associations or co-operatives; to make
any use of their funds apart from the offering of
worship; to give material aid to their members;
to organise special prayer or Bible classes or
other meetings for children, adolescents and
women; to organise groups, circles or excursions;
to open playgrounds, libraries or reading rooms;
and to operate sanatoria or give medical aid.
This list of forbidden activities shows how
numerous the functions of the Church had
become,
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Among other things, the new decree meant
that the Church was refused the right of under-
taking religious propaganda. This veto was
entered into the Soviet Constitution on 22nd May,
1929, when “liberty of religious and anti-
religious propaganda > was abolished, “ freedom
of religious worship and of anti-religious pro-
paganda > being substituted therefor.

Further restrictions imposed by the new
decree were the following:—

(i) Only those members of a denomination
living in one locality could form a religious
association. This was a provision directed
against denominations whose members
were widely scattered—e.g., the Roman
Catholics.

A religious association was permitted
only one church building: this was a
provision directed against large parishes
which possessed chapels as well as a
main church.

Religious organisations were forbidden to
organise collections; donations had to be
spontaneous.

Additional pressure was brought to bear
through the Trade Unions. In the autumn of
1929, the Central Committee of the Printers’
Union ordered its members to refuse to print
religious works.  Similarly, transport workers
were ordered to refuse to transport articles
intended for religious ceremonies, and the Union
of Post and Telegraph Workers stopped an swering
calls to or from members of the clergy.

Thirdly, all active members of the churches
were condemned to socially inferior positions,
_ This part of the plan was not openly promulgated
in any law or decree, but in fact no opportunity
was given to practising Christians to advance in
either proféssional or industrial careers.

Fourthly, whereas hitherto teaching in schools
had been purely non-religious—i.e., free from any
reference to God or Religion—it now became
openly anti-religious. Textbooks appeared in
schools teaching the class origin of Religion and
its incompatibility with Science. The sociology of
Marxism-Leninism  became one of the most
important subjects in the school curriculum,
School excursions were organised to anti-religious
museums, and special anti-religious discussions
and readings were held.

(i)

(iii)

Failure

The third attack too proved to be a failure. A
good deal of the peasantry’s furious resistance to
collectivisation was due to the fact that collec-
tivisation measures were often combined with

. workers, and the children of the
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the closing down of their churches. Realising
this fact somewhat belatedly, the Soviet Govern-
ment decided to separate the issues of collectivisa-
tion and de-Christianisation.

Therefore, on 15th March, 1930, a decree was
issued acknowledging that churches had been
closed by local authorities against the will of the
populace, and ordering the cessation of the
practice. ~Shortly afterwards Yaroslavsky, head
of the League of Militant Atheists, published an
article in the League’s journal Bezhozhnik (“ The
Godless ), ridiculing those who organised
masquerades and dancing parties to divert
people from churchgoing. Such measures are, of
course, typical of the Communist leaders, who are
always prepared to shift the biame for their
érrors on to the shoulders of their subordinates.

The Communist Retreat

Thus the direct attack on Religion was perforce
quietly dropped. But other forms of persecution,
especially the method of cultural strangulation,
persisted until 1935. Then began a period of
Communist Retreat, characterised by a number of
minor concessions on the part of the Soviet
Government. This policy of course by no means
reflected a change in the basic Communist
attitude towards Religion. It was part of an
overall policy of concessions and adjustments to
popular feelings, made necessary by the rise of
Fascism in Europe, the threat of an anti-Soviet
war, and the Soviet Government’s deep and
justifiable feeling of unpopularity at home. For
these reasons such exuberances as the ° anti-
Easter” and *anti-Christmas ” festivals were
stopped, and the closing down of churches was
officially condemned.

By Easter 1935, the sale of traditional Easter
food in the markets was once more authorized,
and later they were sold even in the State shops.
At Christmas 1935, Christmas trees were again
allowed—although ostensibly for New Year's
celebrations,

On 29th December, 1935, a decree abolished
discrimination against the children of non-
clergy were
allowed to be educated in all schools. Finally,
the new Soviet Constitution of 5th December,
1936, abolished the disenfranchisement of priests
and “ non-workers ™ generally.

The Religious Purge

In August 1937, this retreat was quite suddenly
reversed, and a fourth attack was launched on
Religion.  The Church’s leaders were again
denounced officially as the “ implacable enemies
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of social reconstruction,” but the rank and file
“laity were not so persecuted. This attack on the
Church coincided with the climax of the Terror,
directed by Yezhov, then chief of the N.K.V.D.

In November 1937, groups of Chutchmen were
arrested throughout the Soviet Union on charges
of organising espionage and sabotage in the
interests of Germany and Japan, and of plotting
the assassination of Soviet leaders. These charges
were of course very similar to those fabricated at
about the same time in the trials of the Com-
munist Party’s Old Guard—Kamenev, Zinoviev,
Bukharin, &c.—and of the leaders of the Red
Army—Tukhachevsky, &c. In thjs way Stalin
attempted to “associate the Church with the
“enemies of Russia ”—his Communist Party
opponents—and to turn the rising patriotism of
the population against both.

EBaster 1938 was marked by the announcement

- of wholesale arrests of religious people. Charges

ranged from ‘“espionage in the interests of
certain foreign states > to the ““setting up of a
miracle factory in Moscow.” At the same time
purely religious activity was also punished as
such. For instance, in the Leningrad area scven
peasants were tried for having gathered together
to read the Bible. One of them was sentenced to
10 years imprisonment, another to 8 ycars.
The Bishop of Stalingrad was tried for having
explained the Holy Writ to children. A wholesale
exccution of clergy was reported from the Crimea.
(Timashev op. cit.—who refers to Soviet press
items of the time).

During 1937, 1,100 Orthodox churches, 240
Catholic churches, 61 Protestant prayer houses
and 110 mosques, it is calculated, were closed.
(Cf. Professor Ilyin: “ Russia ”—New York,
1941.)

This fourth persecution ended as suddenly as it
began. The change coincided with the removal of
Yezhov. From January 1939, began a new era
in the Communist batile with Religion.

The New Religious Policy

Early in 1939, the Soviet authorities declared
that anti-religious propaganda must be * co-
ordinated with the exigencies of the class
struggle.” By this they meant that anti-religious
propaganda had failed, and that in future all
such activity was to be subordinated to more
important political matters.

After the Soviet Union seized Eastern Poland
in accordance with their agreement with Nazi
Germany, a reminder was issued to the League of
Militant Atheists that the anti-religious struggle
was not in all circumstances a necessity. In

CoNFipEymy
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short, in 1939, the Soviet Government found
themselves compelled by their international
policy to permit freedom of religious worship
to their subjects.

Hence Soviet agencies were ordered to stop all.
attempts to “liquidate” Religion.  Atheists
were instructed not to offend the religious
susceptibilities of believers. Trials of believers
were stopped.

Of great interest in this connexion are Kalinin’s
remarks to a teachers’ conference, as reported in
Komsomolskaya Pravda of 11th April, 1939, and
in the Teachers’ Gazette of 13th July, 1939.
Kalinin, the president of the Prasidium of the
Supreme Soviet (the highest constitutional office
in the Soviet Union), said that Marxist education
should no longer be interpreted as meaning
merely the teaching of Marxist doctrine. It
should mean the ““inculcation of love for the
Socialist fatherland, friendship . . . . honesty
and co-operation in work, respect for the Soviet
Government, and love for Stalin.” He also said
that it was not enough to destroy Religion, which
must be replaced by something else.

This speech of Kalinin was followed by more
concessions to the Orthodox way of life. At this
time, the Soviet Government found it neccssary to
abandon the 6-day working week. The ordinary -
7-day week was re-established, and Sunday
again became the rest day.

Behind the New Religious Policy, threc excellent
reasons can be discerned.

(i) The Soviet Government had come to
understand the usefulness of Religion as
the guardian of morality and discipline,
and to realise that the moral disorder
obtaining in the Soviet Union was
disastrous to the fulfilment of their
social and technical plans.

(i) Persecution was being switched to the
Roman Catholic Church. The Catholic
clergy were declared to be the real enemies
of the Soviet Union and Communism. In
fact almost all Catholic priests in “the
Soviet Union have been imprisoned.

(iii) The Communist authorities realised that
it was far easier to control Religion when
it was under the jurisdiction of a well-
organised and centralised church, than to
control the activities of countless local
“ religious organisations.” Consequently
the New Policy concentrated on canalising
religious activity in the instituted Church.

Although the New Religious Policy indicated a

great change in Communist tactic? itp\ctgnooNLY
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mean that the basic Communist attitude to

Religion had altered in the slightest. Indeed, in:

the summer of 1939, members of the Communist
Party and of the Young Communist League were
reminded that they would be expelled from those

organisations if they performed any religious rite.

Under the New Religious Policy, anti-religious’
propaganda was revised thoroughly. In future,
the spearhead of the Communist attack was
to be aimed at ““ superstition,” and the concept

of ““superstition” was to be identified with
religious belief. For cxample, as Pravda of
20th August, 1939, said:

“ Many still adhere to the rites and super-’

stitions of the Church, continue to believe in
religious doctrines, in the power of charms,

sorcery and the interpretation of dreams. The-

existence of such a religious ideology offers a
fruitful field for the activity of the enemies of

the people, especially among the” peasantry.”

Antireligioznik, No. 4 of 1939, remarked:

*“In the U.S.S.R. there is complete freedom of
religion. But we demand that the Soviet State

conduct anti-religious propaganda . . . . by
ideological methods, through speeches, the

press, the school, the theatre, the clubs and the
wireless.”

On 27th February, 1940, the Commissariat of

Education. issued instructions for the improve-

ment of anti-religious work in schools. Special
anti-religious circles were organised for parents.

Further, writing on the subject of the “ religious:

problem > in the newly annexed Baltic States,
Yaroslavsky said in Bezbozhnick, No. 4 of 1940:

*“As 22 years have been insufficient to

liquidate the Church in the U.S.S.R., we shall’
in extirpating the

have many difficulties
remnants of religious prejudices in the Baltic

countrics. One of the reasons is that many

people consider anti-religious propaganda no

longer necessary. This opinion is false. Anti-

religious propaganda is one of the essential
aspects of Communist propaganda and must
be carried out by a special organisation.”

In a lecture given on [0th October, 1940,

Yaroslavsky’s second-in-command, Oleshchuk
(now in the Communist Party’s Section for

Agitation and Propaganda) said that it was |

incorrect to ascribe progressive tendencies to

Christianity as such, that it had played a- pro-:
gressive role only in certain epochs, and that any j
attempt to find a compromise between Christianity

and Communism was counter-revolutionary.
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Under the New Religious Policy, religious
propaganda continued to be illegal. In 1940, no
religious press was permitted, no reprints of the
Bible had been made since 1927. No-one was
permitted to preach religion at open meetings,
and relizious instruction might be given only by
parents to their children.

After the Soviet invasion of Eastern Poland,
Mikhailov, head of the Young Communist
League, said that both the Soviet and the Nazi
States were opposed to Christian ideology, and
their chief mutual enemy was the Roman Catholic
Church. Hence the two Governments should

exchange information and act together in this
field.

The Soviet-German War and the Orthodox Church

On the outbreak of war between Germany and
the Soviet Union in June 1941, the Russian
Orthodox Church, under Acting Patriarch Sergius,
rallied to the support of the Soviet State. On
21st August, 1941, Moscow radio surprisingly
called upon “all God-loving inhabitants of the
occupied countries” to rise in defence of their
religious freedom. It went on to charge the
German Government with  menacing the very
existence of Christianity and seeking the over-
throw of Christ the King, to instal instead the
philosophy of Alfred Rosenberg.”

One month later, the two periodicals of the
League of Militant Atheists, Bezbozknik and
antireligioznik, closed down, officially in order to
conserve paper, but actually for other and
obvious reasons. Furthermore, in 1941, the
Moscow war-time curfew was lifted for the
benefit of those attending Easter midnight
services.

But ncvertheless, in March 1941, in the Baltic
States a number of religious associations had been
dissolved as ““inimical to the State’ and their
members arrested. Churches had been ciosed
down in large numbers, and monasteries
destroyed.

The second great turning-point in the history
of the relations between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Soviet State occurred in 1942,
when a book was published in Moscow, entitled
“The Truth About Religion in Russia.” This
unprecedented publication was well printed and
copiously illustrated, and contained contributions
from the highest dignitaries of the Russian
Church. (It is furthermore believed that the
book was printed on the presses of the League
of Militant Atheists!)

In November 1942, the occasion of the 25th
Anniversary of the Communist Revolution,
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Acting Patriarch Sergius sent cordial con-
gratulations to Stalin, whom he addressed as
“the God-given leader of the military and
cultural forces of the nation.”

The improvement of the Church’s position
reached a still higher level on 5th September,
1943, when [Izvestiva announced that * Stalin
received the Acting Patriarch Sergius, Metro-
politan Alexis of Leningrad and Metropolitan
Nicholas of Kiev. During the reception, Metro-
politan Sergius informed Stalin that leading
circles of the Orthodox Church intended to hold a
Council of bishops in the very near future and
elect a Patriarch. The head of the Government,
expressed ‘his sympathy with the decision and
said that the Government would not hinder this
in any way.” As a result of this conversation,
Sergius was officially installed as Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia, on 12th September,
1943. On this date too, appeared the first number
of the official publication of the newly restored
Patriarchate, the ° Journal of the Moscow
Patriarchate.”

It is perfectly obvious that the Russian Church
was given official recognition in 1943 for three
reasons: (a) the effect of the outside world, in
particular the Orthodox Balkans, but also the
Western Democracies; and (b) in expectation of
services to be rendered, both during and after
the war, to the Communist Party and the Soviet
Statc by the Patriarchate; and (¢) to counter
Hitler’s policy of posing as the champion of
Orthodoxy in occupied territory. For its own
part, the Church had obviously to purchase its
right to a legal existence at the price of political
subservience -to the Soviet State, with whose
aims it would have to compromise as far as
possible without abandoning basic Christian
principles and while remaining aware that the
ultimate aim of the Soviet State involved the
destruction of Religion. Thus the history of the
Russian Church since the Soviet restoration of the
Patriarchate is one of covert warfare with the
State power, of enforced compromise and careful
advance.

During the Soviet-German war the Soviet
State enjoyed the assistance of the Orthodox
Church in the following directions:—

(i) By prayers for victory the Church sustaincd
and strengthened popular morale.

(i) The Church collected money for direct
help to the war effort. FE.g., the Church
collected over eight million roubles for a
“ Dmitri Donskoy ” tank column, and
millions of roubles for aircraft and relief
of war wounded and orphans.

- - - et ot 2t A ALITANS
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(iii)y The Patriarch used the authority of the

Church to prohibit collaboration with the

- Germans in the occupied provinces. On
many occasions he solemnly condemned
bishops and priests who expressed admira-
tion for the Germans.

(iv) The Patriarch helped to encourage
resistance to the Germans in Orthodox
countries outside the Soviet Union,
principally in Yugoslavia.

[n addition to ‘thesc services, the TPatriarch
displayed a great willingness to support the
Soviet Government in its frequent quarrcls with
its Western Allies. For example, in 1943, shortly
before he became official Patriarch, Sergius gave
public support to Soviet demands that a Second
Front be opencd in France immediately.

Finally, Patriarch Alexis, like his predecessor
Sergius, has been very helpful to the Soviet
Government in its fight against Roman
Catholicism. In April 1945, for example, he
published a special article in the Journal of the
Moscow Patriarchate directed against the Vatican.

In October 1943, the Soviet Government set
up a Council for the Russian Orthodox Church,
subordinate to the Council of People’s Com-
missars. Headed by G. E. Karpov, and consisting
of five members, the Council provided a link
between the Patriarchate and the Government for
the settlement of Church matters when Govern-
ment decisions were involved. The Council has
representatives in every Soviet republic and
region, who arc appointed and financed by the
local Soviet, but who act under the direction of
Karpov.

The advantages received by the Orthodox
Church in return for services rendered to the
Soviet Government during the war may be
summarised as follows:—

(i) The Church was formally recognised and
given permission to elect a Patriarch.
(i) The newly-formed Patriarchate acquired
a formal residence—the late German
Embassy in Moscow.
The training of priests was restored.
In December 1943, Patriarch Sergius
announced the opening of a theological
academy in Moscow and the beginning of
special courses for training pricsts in the
dioceses.
The printing of certain religious material
has become possible. In practice, however,
it is exceedingly difficult for the
Patriarchate to publish books of any
description.

(iii)

(iv)
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(v) A few churches were re-opened in Moscow,
In Summer 1942, there were 26 churches
open. By Christmas 1943, there were
about 50. This, for a population of some
six millions, of whom one-third are said
to be believers, is very little.
Aanti-religious museums were closed down
for the most part and the publication of
openly anti-religious literature stopped.

On 15th May, 1944, the death of Patriarch
Sergius was reported. The Metropolitan Alexis
of Leningrad, on being appointed Acting:
Patriarch in expectation of his election, addressed
a warm personal letter to Stalin, whom he:
described as ““ the wise leader placed by the
Lord over our great nation,” and shortly after
his election he was allowed to publish in fzvestiya
an exhortation to the faithful to attend confession
and communion. At Sergius’ funeral, the Soviet
Government was represented by a high Soviet
official.

Further concessions to the Orthodox Church
were made during 1944. In August of that year,
the Council for the Russian Orthodox Church
announced that * priests may go to their
parishioners and engage in proselytizing work
either in church or outside.” In September, the
Council stated that  Parents may religiously
educate children themselves . . . . or send them
to the homes of priests for such education.
Children of different families may also gather in
groups to. receive religious instruction.” In
October a similar statement was made regarding
the religious education of children of other
denominations. But it was emphasised ‘that
religious instruction could not be given inside a
church, synagogue or mosque.

At the end of 1946, according to data given by
Karpov, Head of the Council for the Russian
Orthodox Church (¢f. paragraph 69 above),
the Orthodox Church had a Patriarch, 3 Arch-
bishops and 67 Bishops, i.e., almost as many !
diocesans as before the October Revolution.
There were 22,000 Churches in operation. Also
there were 89 monasteries and convents, but
almost all of these were in territory newly acquired
by the Soviet Union. Throughout the Soviet
Union there were 12 Church seminaries. - In
addition there was a theological academy at
Leningrad, and further such acadcmies were to
be opened at Moscow and Kiev.

(v)

Post-War Developments

During the Soviet-German war, the New
Religious Policy was a marked success. . So
much so that many outside observers have made

' attempted

o

the mistake of exaggerating superficial resem-
blances between the new situation and that
prevailing before the Revolution. But the
opposing philosophies of Church and State
remained unadulterated. The State did not
abandon Marxist materialism and its intention
of destroying Religion, and the Church obviously
could not abandon its spiritual beliefs. Conflicts
were therefore latent.

These conflicts started to arise when the
Soviet authorities announced their intention,
early in 1946, of pushing ahead with the con-
struction of Communism. This was followed by a
large-scale campaign for ideological rededication
and re-education, involving a thorough purge of
“remnants of bourgeois ideology” and * alien
ideological influences.” In the summer of 1947,

the official organisation for mass conditioning

known as ‘“The All-Union Society for the
Dissemination of Political and Scientific Know-
ledge ”* was launched, together with an immense
campaign for the inculcation and inflation of
*“ Soviet Patriotism.” Behind these “ educational”
campaigns can be seen the modern Soviet method
of substituting psychological for physical per-
suasion. This of course does not involve the
suspension of physical coercion—rather are its
limitations recognised, and due importance
given to the role of psychological methods, So
far the new campaign has not developed
sufficiently to produce a head-on conflict with

© the Church, but there have been symptoms that

such a conflict is probably imminent.

Thus, the party youth periodical Young

- Bolshevik, No. 6 of 1947, published a letter

to the editor from a Young Communist,
complaining of the visit of a priest who had
to convert him, and requesting
official enlightenment on the religious question.
In reply, Young Bolshevik published an article
which pointed out that “the guiding force
of the Soviet people is the Communist Party,
which builds its activity on scientific foundations,
and implants in people a wholesome outlook,
incompatible with any superstition.” The
article went on to explain the existence of
religious convictions in the minds of members
of Soviet society by the fact that Soviet society
had not yet succeeded in ridding itself of the
“ birthmarks of Capitalism.”  *“Only as it
gradually develops from Socialism to Communism
will it outlive the relics of the past.” As Stalin
had written in his “ Anarchy or Socialism >’
. ... “mental and moral development are
preceded by the development of the material
side, the development of external conditions:

10
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external conditions, the material side, change
first, and then the mind, the ideal side.”

Arguing from this quotation from Authority,
the article went on to explain that Religion
in the Soviet Union was a relic of the past,
and survived in some people’s minds by the
power of tradition. Further, like other relics
of the past, religious beliefs could, in certain
conditions, revive. Conditions favourable to
such a revival were “the hardships of life,”
which induced the weak-spirited to seek * illusory
consolations.”  Hence only the strengthening
and development of Socialism, the concomitant
cultural growth of the people and their *“ education
in the Communist spirit * would free them from
religious convictions,

Thus, continued the Young Bolshevik article,
scientific and educational propaganda was
an important means of overcoming religious
survivals. ~ Such propaganda should provide
a materialistic explanation of nature and society.
The Young Communist League was to * explain
patiently ” to young people the superiority of
scientific outlook over religious faith. Religion
was impossible for Young Communists, as it
encouraged passivity, and through its belief
in an after life, it disarmed the will-power.
In short, “Young Communist organisations
must allow their members no deviations from
the thesis of the Communist Party on questions
of Religion.” Nevertheless, it should be borne
in mind that “ religious prejudices will be over-
come only by long and patient work.” “It
would be a mistake to persecute a believer
for his prejudices—they are not his fault, but
his misfortune. He must be helped to free
himself of them by patient scientific and
‘educational work, i

In June 1947, the Young Communist League’s
magazine Young Communist Worker, pointed
out that anti-religious propaganda formed an
integral part of Communist education. Soviet
youth had to acquire a materialistic philosophy
and a scientific understanding of nature and
social life. “ Hence Young Communists must
not only be convinced athiests and opposed
to all superstitions, but must actively combat
the spread of superstitions and prejudices among
youth.” .

On 18th October, 1947, the newspaper Young
Communist Pravda found it necessary to deny
the possibility of any reconciliation between
Religion and Communism. To prove its point
it quoted Stalin to the following effect:—

“The Party cannot be neutral regarding
religion, and it conducts anti-religious pro-

1
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- paganda against all religious prejudices, because
it stands for science, and religious prejudices
are opposed to science, since any religion
is contrary to science.” :

The quotation from Stalin continued:—

“ There are cases in which some members
of the Party occasionally hinder the thorough
development of anti-religious propaganda. If
such members of the Party are expelled, .this
is very good, since there is no room in the

- ranks of our Party for such * Communists ’.”

This article then went on to point out that
the Young Communist League Charter, required
Young Communists to conduct anti-religious
propaganda. Obviously such propaganda could
be carried out only by young people free of
religious prejudice. ““ A young man cannot be a
Young Communist unless he is free of religious
convictions.”

This article also complained of the article
in Young Bolshevik (see above), on the grounds
that it contained “no orientation towards
an offensive ideological struggle against religious
survivals.”

The latest of this series of pronouncements
on the official Communist attitude to Religion
at the present day is to be found in an article
in Young Bolshevik for December 1947, entitled
“ the Young Communist Attitude to Religion.”
This is an article vehemently condemning Young
Bolshevik’s own previous statements on this
subject (seec above), and contains the following
highly significant passages:—

(i) “ The preaching of a tolerant attitude
towards religious convictions ideologically
disarms Young Communists and prevents
their being a forward detachment of
youth, and conducting ideological and
educational work among the masses of
young people.”

“ With the triumph of Socialism in our
country, the social roots of Religion have
been eliminated, but religious convictions
exist in the form of survivals from the
past in the consciousness of the backward
and, as a rule, insufficiently educated
and cultural people.  Although these
survivals are withering away, they will
not disappear of themselves. For within
the country, the church workers are
trying to increase their religious influence
on the backward part of our people, in
particular on the politically immature
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among youth, taking advantage of every
weakness in the training work of the

Young Communist League and other.

social and cultural organisations.”

(iii) “ The movement of our society forward
to Communism demands a constant
increase in the Socialist awareness of
Soviet people, and demands an intensified
struggle against all survivals of bourgeois
ideology and morals, including religious
prejudices and superstitions.”

From the above quotations from recent
official Soviet publications it appears obvious
that a large-scale struggle is in progress for the
minds of Soviet youth between the Communist
organs of mass conditioning on the one hand,
and the recently strengthened Orthodox Church.
The Soviet Constitution is so framed as to give
the advantage of position to the Communist
Party, in that it provides that * freedom of
religious worship and freedom of anti-religious
propaganda is recognised for all citizens,” thus
giving the Church the right to exist, but not to
propagate itself.

As for the Orthodox Church, it must obviously
proceed very cautiously, lest it give the Soviet
Government cause for renewing anti-religious
persecution and abolishing its recently won
rights. Morever, since the setting up of the
“ Cominform > in the autumn of 1947, the
Church has clearly had to exercise redoubled
caution. That the Patriarchate has this principle
constantly in mind can be seen from the way
in which it consistently supports the foreign
policy of the Soviet Government, assisting in
Soviet attacks on the Catholic Church and the
Western Democracies.  For example, in an
article in the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate
for November 1947, the following passage
occurs, in the language of the “ Cominform ”:

“ The international scene is growing clearer
and clearer—the outlines of two camps, of
Labour and Capital, are plainly visible. Is
there any need to ask in which camp the
Russian Orthodox Church will remain ? With
all her inner truth, she is on the side of those
for whom labour is a matter of honour and of
heroism, on the side of oppressed in their
strivings to free themselves from enslavement
by capital.”

As final proof that the Soviet New Religious
Policy is sheerly opportunistic, and brought
about by the obstinacy of Christian Russia,
it is sufficient to glance at the fate of Roman

Catholics in the Soviet Union. In 1939, there
were some half-million Roman Catholics in the
Soviet Union. In 1945, as a result of Soviet
annexations, this number had increased to 7 or 8
millions.  But Soviet Catholics are without
communication with the Holy See; the few
Catholic clergy who remain at liberty can be
counted on the fingers. On 18th March, 1946,
the Catholic Uniat Church, with Sees at Lvov,
Przemysl and Stanislav, was forcibly separated
from Rome and annexed to the Moscow
Patriarchate. In 1945, there were 10 Catholic
seminaries; of which two now remain. Finally,
the Catholic Church in the Soviet Union has no
legal existence. All ecclesiastical property has
been taken over by the State without com-
pensation. The teaching of the Catholic faith
outside Church buildings is forbidden; all
social activity and religious publications are
forbidden. In short it is chiefly the Russian
Orthodox Church, and that by virtue of its
strength, which has succeeded temporarily in
“doing a deal” with the Soviet State.

In conclusion, it may be categorically asserted
that the attitude of the Communist Party towards
religious belief of every description has remained
one of invariable and irreconcilable hostility.
The Communist Party regards Religion as incom-
patible with social  progress ”—i.e., towards
Communist totalitarianism. However, the
methods used by the Communist Party to
destroy religious belief in the hearts of the
nillions who suffer their tyranny have varied
extremely.  Bitter and damaging experience
has finally taught the most intractable of
Communists that the direct persecution of
Religion is an impossible course of action.
For this reason the Communists have changed
their tactics completely, and are now refraining
from open persecution, while however, inten-
sifying their psychological attack on religious
belief. They spare no effort to turn the minds
of the young away from all thought of a
non-materialist nature (knowing as they do
that such thoughts form an effective insulation
against Communist tyranny), and they take
every care to isolate the dwindling community
of believers which all their persecutions have
utterly failed to destroy. Moreover, they make
use of the Church which they cannot annihilate,
by coercing its leaders into supporting the
distortion of Soviet propaganda, and in exploiting
its very existence to hoodwink simple-minded
foreigners into acquiescing in, or even assisting,
the expansion of Communist Power.
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A Reminder of What Happened to the
Small Neighbours of the U.S.S.R.

OF

Lithuania, Esthonia and :Latvia became Sovief Socialist Republics within the
Soviet Union in 1940. Until then, they had becn wholly independent states, with a
high standard of living and of industrial development.

Their independence has gone, their living standard has been.levelled down to that
of the Soviet Union, their populations have been broken up by deportation, and their

industries looted of their equipment.

 The steps which brought this about, from the Nazi-Soviet Secret Protocol of
September 1939, from the alliances with the U.S.S.R. forced upon the Baltic States,
to the fictitious breakdown of friendly relations followed by military occupatien, are
set forth in this paper. The military occupation led to the setting up of Communist
régimes wholly subservient to Moscow, and brought to power by * totalitarian *’

elections.

The events described belong to the past. The methods remain.

HE “Secret Additional Protocol” to the

Soviet-Nazi Treaty of 23rd August, 1939
(see “ Nazi-Soviet Relations,” published by
the United States Department of State), had
made the following provision in its first article:

“1Tn the event of a territorial and political
rearrangement of the areas belonging to the
Baltic States (Finland, Esthonia, Latvia,
Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania
shall represent the boundary of the spheres
of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R.”
This provision was later amended, in the

« Secret Supplementary Protocol” to the Nazi-
Soviet Boundary and Friendship Treaty, signed
in Moscow on 28th September, 1939, by
Ribbentrop and Molotov, to read as follows:

“ The Secret Supplementary Protocol signed
on 23rd August, 1939, shall be amended in
item 1 to the effect that the territory of the
Lithuanian State falls to the sphere of influence
of the U.S.S.R.”

Thus the stage was cleared by agreement

1

with Nazi Germany for Soviet
against the Baltic States.

The Soviet Union invaded Eastern Poland
on 17th September, 1939. On the next day a
Soviet diplomatic offensive was opened up
against the Baltic States—FEsthonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania. A Tass communiqué was
released, stating that Polish submarines had
taken refuge in naval bases belonging to the
Baltic States ‘“ with the connivance of the ruling
circles,” and that one submarine, interned at
Tallinn, the Esthonian capital, had disappeared.
“1t is believed,” stated Tass, “that this is
another case of negligence on the part of the
Esthonian authorities.”

aggression

AGGRESSION BEGINS—TREATY BY
BLACKMAIL
On 23rd September, the Esthonian Foreign
Minister, Selter, was summoned to - Moscow
for “trade negotiations.” ~During the course
of these ¢ negotiations” the Soviet Union

CONFIDENTIAL conTROL U. S OFFICIALS ONLY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 X CIA-RDP83-00415R005600050002-2/



threatened to break off diplomatic relations
with Esthonia unless the latter agreed to
conclude an “ alliance ” with the Soviet Union,
to grant the Soviet Union a naval base at
Baltischport and an air base on the Esthonian
islands. The Soviet Union backed up this
demand by moving large detachments of the
Red Army up to the Esthonian frontier on
26th September.

The Esthonian Foreign Minister, Selter, issued
the following statement:

“The Esthonian Government, under the
gravest threat of imminent attack, perforce
is prepared to accept a military alliance with
the Soviet Union.... It is.. .. desired
that naval and air bases should be made
available only. in case of war, when the
obligation to assistance comes into play;
in peace-time, as far as possible only pre-
paration of the bases is desired.”

The Soviet-Esthonian Pact of Mutual Assis-
tance was thereupon signed on 28th September.
The two contracting parties undertook *to
render cach other every assistance, including
military assistance, in the event of direct
aggression or threat of aggression arising on the
part of any great European power against the
sea frontiers of the contracting parties on the
Baltic Sea, or against their land frontiers across
the territory of the Latvian Republic.” Further,
Esthonia granted to the Soviet Union the right
to maintain naval bases and several military
aerodromes on a number of Esthonian islands,
as well as to maintain “land and air armed
forces of strictly limited strength.”

Article 5 of the Soviet-Esthonian Pact made
the following important point:

““ The fulfilment of this pact must not affect
in any measure the sovereign rights of the
contracting parties, in particular their economic
systems and state organisations.”

Commenting on this Pact, the Soviet Party
Jjournal Bolshevik, No. 19 of 1939, said:

“ Aggression and the desire to oppress
smaller nations are alien to the spirit of the
U.S.S.R. The Soviet people is interested in
lasting peace and in fraternal collaboration
with other peoples. Such collaboration can
be realized only if it is based on mutual trust
and the principle of non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs. Because it respects
the sovereignty of other states, the Soviet
Union does not interfere in their internal
affairs.”

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CIA-RDP83-OQ415R005600050002-2

t On 15th October, as provided in this Pact
eleven Soviet warships arrived at Tallinn, the
Esthonian capital, and detachments of Soviet
troops landed on Esthonian territory.

- The next step was to conclude a similar pact
with Latvia. On 2nd October, the Latvian
Foreign Minister, Munters, was summoned to
Moscow. He was interviewed by Stalin and
Molotov, in the presence of Marshal Voroshilov
and the Soviet Chief of General Staff,
Shaposhnikov. He was handed an ultimatum,
expiring in 48 hours, to sign a Soviet-Latvian
Mutual Assistance Pact. The ultimatum stated
that if the Soviet proposals were rejected the
Soviet Union would take all * necessary
measures.” Munters thereupon signed the
Latvian-Soviet agreement on 5th October.

The Soviet-Latvian Mutual Assistance Pact

was mutatis mutandis in terms identical with
those of the pact signed with Esthonia. Like
Esthonia, Latvia was obliged to come to the
assistance of the Soviet Union in the event of
war in the Baltic, and was likewise guaranteed
her sovereign rights and the siatus quo of her
“economic system and state organisation.”
Pravda pointed out at the time that the Soviet
negotiations with Esthonia and Latvia indicated
“how carefully the Soviet Government respects
the rights of small nations.”
* Latvia granted to the Soviet Union naval
bases at libau and Windau and the right to
establish artillery posts on the coast between
Windau and Pitraga. Detachments of the Red
Army entered Latvia on 30th October.

There remained Lithuania, with whom Soviet
negotiations were slightly different. On 3rd
October, " the Lithuanian Foreign Minister,
Urbshys, was invited to Moscow and given a
magnificent reception by Marshal Voroshilov and
Kaganovich. On 10th October, Urbshys signed the
Lithuanian-Soviet Pact, which was more involved
than the two preceding pacts, in that it included
a clause returning the city and district of Vilna
(formerly Polish) to Lithuania. The Pact with
Lithuania also differed in that it contained a
clause providing for *“ mutual consultation . . .
in the event of a direct aggression or fenace of
aggression against Lithuania or the Soviet
Union through the territory of Latvia,” in which
case ““both contracting parties will at . once
consult with each other and take all such
measures as will be mutually agreed upon as
necessary.” Finally, in addition to stating that
the agreement did not affect the sovereign
rights of the contracting parties, in particular
their economic system and state organisation,
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the pact provided that the Soviet Union would
follow a policy of * non-interference in the
internal affairs” of Lithuania.

However, like the two preceding pacts, this
one too gave the Soviet Union the right to
maintain on Lithuanian territory land and air
armed forces < of strictly limited strength,”
and obliged the Soviet Union to aid the

Y Uikt

The Lithuanian Government was further
accused of entering into a military alliance with
Latvia and Esthonia against the Soviet Union.

The note concluded with the following

‘demands:

1. That the Lithuanian Minister of Internal
Affairs and the Chief of Political Police
be brought to trial;

Lithuanian Army with cquipment and other 7. That a new Government, able to carry

military supplies. out the Mutnal Assistance Pact,- be
formed; )

3. That agreement be given to the stationing

MOSCOW MANUFACTURES A
BREAKDOWN :

After the end of the Soviet war of aggression,
on Finland (12th March, 1940), the Soviet
Government turned its attention to continuing
its campaign against the Baltic States.

On 28th May, 1940, the Soviet Government
sent a note to the Government of Lithuania,
complaining that various Red Army men had
been kidnapped on Lithuanian territory. The
Lithuanian Government’s suggestion that a
mixed commission investigate the alleged
incidents was rejected by Moscow. Thereupon
the Lithuanian Government made a few arrests
of allegedly “ anti-Soviet” persons, but the
Soviet Government still expressed dissatisfaction.
The Lithuanian Prime Minister, Merkys, therefore
went to Moscow to setile the matter in person.

At the same time Molotov, denying rumours
that the Soviet Union was concentrating troops
on the German border, admitted that *no
more than 18 to 20 Soviet divisions are stationed
in the Baltic.” They werce there, he said, “to
guarantee the fulfilment of the mutual assistance
" pacts concluded between the U.S.S.R. and the
Baltic States.”

On l4th June, the Lithuanian Prime Minister,
Merkys, and the Foreign Minister, Urbshys,
were again summoned to Moscow and handed a
 Soviet note. This note again referred to the

alleged kidnappings, and protested against the
arrest of “a number of Lithuanian citizens
employed by Red Army detachments.” The
note further stated that these acts were com-
mitted in order to make it “impossible for the
Soviet military forces to remain in Lithuania,
to foster hostility towards Soviet military
employees, and to instigate excesses against
the Red Army forces. All these facts clearly
indicate that the Lithuanian Government is
violating its mutual assistance agreement with
Soviet. Russia and is preparing an attack upon
the Soviet garrisons situated in Lithuania.”

3

of Soviet troops in the most important
centres of the country, the force to be
large enough to ensure the fulfilment of

the agreements enter@%ignﬁgatb%@%{g& red by
Central In ellig:nce Agency

countries.”

AGREEMENT VIOLATED

The note was in the form of an ultimatum
with a very short time-limit—a teply was
demanded by the following morning. It will
be observed that the note violated the provision
of the Soviet-Lithuanian agreement, whereby
the Soviet Government bound itself not to
interfere in Lithuania’s internal affairs. The
note in fact represented the extremity of
interference.

The Lithuanian Government had no alternative
to accepting the ultimatum and consequently
resigned. In the afternoon of 15th June, the
Soviet Army began the occupation of Lithuania.

The Soviet Deputy Commissar for Foreign

Affairs, Dekanozov, was appointed ¢ emissary ”’
to Lithuania, and he “ assisted” the formation
of a new Lithuanian Government on 17th June.
The new Government, under Prime Minister
Paletskis, was of a * democratic” character,
consisting of liberal and generally ““ progressive
nonentities. It contained no Communists.
“On 16th June, Molotov delivered ultimata,
identical with that presented to the Lithuanian
emissaries, to the Esthonian and Latvian envoys
in Moscow. These notes stated that *the
Soviet Government has established beyond
doubt that the Latvian-Esthonian alliance (of
1923) was not dissolved after these countries
concluded their pacts with the Soviet Union;
that on the contrary they seek to expand it by
the inclusion of Lithuania and Finland. The
Soviet Government can neither permit nor
tolerate such an alliance; it regards it as
dangerous and as a threat to the frontiers of
the U.S.S.R.”

The alliance referred to was the old Latvian-
Esthonian alliance of 1923, to which no objection
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had been raised by Moscow at the time of the
signing of the Mutual Assistance Pacts. The
allegation that this alliance was in process of
extension to Lithuania and Finland was a
complete falschood.

Basing itself on these flimsy motives the
Soviet Government put forward the following
demands, to be accepted immediately:

1. That new Latvian and Esthonian
Governments be formed.

2. That Soviet troops be given free access
to Latvia and Esthonia.

Both countries accepted the Soviet terms on
17th June, and both were immediately occupied
by the Soviet Army. Both Governments of
course resigned and new Governments, on the
Lithuanian pattern, were set up by the Soviet
- ““emissaries  to Esthonia and Latvia, who were
respectively: Zhdanov, member of the Politburo
and President of the Soviet Foreign Affairs
Commission; and Vyshinsky, then Repre-
sentative of the Soviet Council of People’s
Commissars.

THE SOFTENING-UP PROCESS

Under the direction of Zhdanov, Vyshinsky
and Dekanozov, the three new Baltic Governments
simultaneously published their programmes of
action, which were identical and consisted of the
following points:

Collaboration with the Soviet Union;
Dissolution of the old parliaments;
Preparations for new elections;
Amnesties for “the imprisoned fighters
for liberty »’;
“ Universal
citizens;
Radical measures for “improving the
economic and social conditions of the
people **; and ’

7. * Strengthening of the state sovereignty.”

democratic rights”  for

AN ke

Most of these_ points were of course sheer
eye-wash. The important actions of the new

Governments, and the actions for which they

were formed were:

(@) The annulment of the * Baltic Agree-
ments ”’—the  Treaty of Mutual
Undertaking and Co-operation concluded
for 10 years by the three states in 1934,
and the above-mentioned Latvian-
Esthonian mutual defence pact of 1923.
These were annulled by Latvia and
Esthonia on Ist July, and by Lithuania
on 3rd July.

T ey

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/04/18 : CTIA->RDP83-00415RQ05600050002-2

() The legalization of the Communist
Party in the Baltic States, as a result
of which the organs of the press were

- taken over by Communist elements,
with the aid of the Soviet forces of
octupation. By an * amnesty law for
political prisoners ” political-criminal
_elements were released from prison and
made available for future developments.
New elections to the National Assembly
were arranged in all three states for
14th and 15th July. In each state a
* Working People’s Union * sprang into

" existence, dominated by a small
Communist kernel—Communism being
practically non-existent in the Baltic
States. By amending the electoral laws
—a completely unconstitutional act—
the three Governments made it possible
in_the forthcoming elections to prevent
candidates not acceptable to the
“Working People’s Unions” from
putting up their candidatures.

-

‘The exact synchronisation of these develop-
ments in all three Baltic States—in particular
the fixing of all three elections for the same
date—coupled with the presence of the three

Soviet  emissaries,” ~shows the three new
Governments, despite their non-Communist
nature, to have been nothing more than

Moscow-controlled puppets.

‘Further moves in the Baltic States included
the disarmament of the Civil Guard organisations,
the wholesale dismissal of government officials—
the so-called “ reactionary elements,” and their
replacemenit by Soviet nominees.  Political
Commissars ” were appointed in all army units,
and ““ workers’ committees >’ were set up in all
industrial and commercial enterprises. In this
way the Ballic States were softened up and made
ripe for that form of Communist-dominated
“elections ” to which we have subsequently
become so accustomed.

ELECTION-RIGGING

By the 14th of July, the date fixed for the
new and unconstitutional elections in each of
the Baltic States, the “ Working People’s Unions”

had succeeded in eliminating all possible
opposition.  All independent and non-Union
capdidates had been declared ineligible as

“ public enemies” or because their electoral
programmes were ““insufficiently specific.”

In Esthonia there were 80 constituencies,
for which there were 81 “ Workers’ Union ”
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candidates, but no opposition candidates. In
Latvia, the Central Flection Committee had
disqualified all but members of the Working
People of Latvia” blec. In addition, Latvian
newspapers refused to publish, and printers to
print, opposition manifestos. In Lithuania there
were 79 constituencies and 79 ‘° Workers’
Alliance ” candidates.
disqualified.

At this point it is of interest to cite the political
programme put forward by the * Workers’
Unions ” in all three Baltic States. In each
case it consisted of the following points:

(a)

(b)
()
(d)

(e)
o)

Close co-operation with the Soviet

Union;

Election of a Popular Assembly;

Promulgation of a new constitution;

Freedom of speech, meetings, press, and

freedom to strike;

Dissolution of the Civil Guard;

Creation of a democratic army and

militia;

(g) State control of banks and industry, with

* a view to their subsequent nationalisation;

(k) An eight-hour working day, paid holidays
and improved social services;

(i) Confiscation of the property of enemies
of the people, division of large estates.
No collectivisation against the will of
the peasantry;

(j) The democratisation of administration
and education;

(k) The removal of all
ethnic minorities;

(/) The legalisation of the Communist Party.

It will be observed that no mention was made of
the incorporation of any of the Baltic States
into the Soviet Union.

The outcome of the elections was of course a
foregone conclusion, The following election
results were officially reported:

In Esthonia, 81-6% of eligible voters cast
their ballots, and 92-9% of them voted for the
« Workers’ Union” candidates. In Latvia,
94-7%, of eligible voters voted, 97-6 % of them
for the « Workers’ Union” candidates. In
Lithuania, 95-5% of eligible voters voted,
92-2% of them for * Workers’ Union ”
candidates. -

restrictions on

A large degree of pressure and ‘intimidation
was brought to bear on the Baltic “ elections.”
Every electoral district in Lithuania, for example,
was provided with a Russian ¢ instructor.”
Voting was declared compulsory and every

QONFISERTIAL

Wi

All other candidates were
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voter had his identity card stamped as evidence
that he was a “friend of the people.” The
polling places and voting urns were guarded by
armed Soviet troops, the chairman of each
polling booth had the right to put the name of
the voter on the back of the ballot paper, thus
indicating those who recorded a blank, i.e.,
adverse vote—for remember that no opposition
candidates were allowed. ‘

It subsequently appeared probable that the
votes were in fact not even counted, and that it
was considered sufficient to publish a desirable
percentage.

INCORPORATION IN THE
SOVIET UNION

In each of the Baltic States the newly “ elected ”
National Assemblies met on 21st July. Each
National Assembly declared its country to be a
Soviet Socialist Republic and decided to request
the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. for admission
to the Soviet Union.

Of great interest in this connexion is the
following extract from the Declaration passed
by the Esthonian State Assembly on 21st July:

“ When solving the problem of State power
we will turn our eyes to the historical experience
of the peoples of the Soviet Union. This
experience teaches us that only the power
of the Soviets is a true protector of the
interests of the working people, is the only
true government of the people in a country
in which the people themselves govern the
state, without capitalists and landowners.
Every other kind of power, as can be seen
from the experiences of the capitalist countries,
among them the experiences of our .own life
in bourgeois Bsthonia, is either covert or
open deception decorated with slogans of

_liberty and equality, and the ruling of a handful
of oppressors over the majority of the people.”

The National Assemblies simultaneously
resolved to nationalise industry and commerce,
and to reduce land-holdings to a maximum of
30 hectares—an area well below the economic
minimum for the Baltic States.

SOCIAL SURGERY .

‘As soon as the Soviet Government obtained
complete control of the Baltic States, the process
of “social surgery” was- begun, whereby the
Baltic nations were to be completely destroyed
as national entities, beyond any hope of
restoration.

coniiRoL U. S. CFFICIALS ONLY
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The first step in this process was the elimination
of the Baltic intelligentsia, of all who had
distinguished themselves in any way in the past,
of all indeed who had shown any sign of
independent thought. First to be arrested were
the members of the old Baltic Governments.
In Esthonia, the ex-President, Paets, was arrested
and taken to Moscow at the beginning of August,
as was General Laidoner, ex-Commander-in.
Chief of the FEsthonian Army. In Latvia,
ex-President Ulmanis, with his wife and children,
were arrested and taken to Russia. The former
Foreign Minister, Munters, with his family,
was also arrested and taken to Russia, as was the
former Minister of War, Balodis. All former
ministers were arrested and deported.  The
proprietor of the chief Latvian newspaper,
Berjamins, was deported. By October it was
learned that Paets and Ulmanis were dead.
By October in Riga alone over 6,000 of the
intelligentsia had been deported. In Lithuania,
the former ministers were deported as “ enemies
of the people,” and prominent professors,
lawyers and scientists were arrested. In addition,
the active members and leaders of all the non-
Communist parties, right, left and Nationalist,
were arrested. The former Prime Minister,
Merkys, and his family, and the former Foreign
Minister, Urbshys, and his family were deported
to the Soviet Union.

After the intelligentsia had been removed,
the Soviet authorities began to deport large
sections of the populace to the Russian interior.
By December 1941, 10% of Esthonia’s 1940
population were estimated to have disappeared
in this way. The intelligentsia suffered more
than any other group.

In Latvia, hardly any sphere of social activity
was left untouched. All independent thought
was ruthlessly and systematically destroyed.
Latvians were deported to Siberia or the Volga
area. Some 10,000 Latvians, mostly from the
educated classes, were sent to forced labour
camps in the Komi area. It was a general rule
of the Soviet authorities not to allow members
of the same family to remain together after
deportation.

In Lithuania, mass arrests were carried out
in Kaunas, Vilna, and all provincial towns and
villages. The new local administrations were

instructed to “clean up® their districts of

“ undesirable elements.” By the end of 1941,
as a result of the Soviet incorporation, it was
estimated that 60,000 Lithuanians had dis-
appeared, of whom approximately 12,000 had
been arrested, 3,000 shot, and 45,000 deported.

6
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Lithuanians deported to Russia, consisted of the
following categories: peasants, officials, school
children, teachers, infants, workmen, officers,
doctors, students, lawyers, engineers, nurses
and journalists.

Throughout the Baltic purges, the Soviet
authorities used “ Cold Pogrom” methods.
Their administrative machine worked steadily
and efficiently through lists of the proscribed,
which had evidently been prepared in advance.
To designate their intended victims, the N.K.V.D.
stamped the identity cards of the populace in
different colours, It is claimed by well-informed
Baltic sources that half of the total population
of the Baltic States was to be deported to the
Russian interior and that their place was to be
taken by Russians and Soviet Asiatics. It can
be soberly conceded that, in the light of Soviet
treatment of other border minorities, this claim,
startling though it may seem, is in fact probably
true.

By destroying the intelligentsia first, the
Soviet authorities were able more easily to deal
with the amorphous masses of unarmed middle
classes, disappointed workers and isolated
peasants, nll systematically reduced to terror
through ‘constant espionage and the use of
informants. From Latvia, mass murders in the
Riga  prison yards were reported, people being
shot after 15 minutes’ trial. Others were
imprisoned and tortured for such offences as
having had correspondence with foreign countries
before the Soviet incorporation, or because
they belonged to a non-Communist organisation.

A stream of Russian immigrants was poured
into the Baltic States, resultin g in over-population
and the consequent rationing of accommodation
on the Russian pattern to 9 square metres per
family. This had the triple effect of destroying
domestic peace and comfort, of lowering the
standard of living in this respect to the level of
the Soviet Union, and of facilitating espionage.

At the same time as the physical destruction
of the Baltic nations by shooting and deporta-
tion, the Soviet Government proceeded to
destroy their independence of thought and
culture. Compulsory * meetings” were con-
stantly arranged, in order to create the impression
of spontaneous interest in the Soviet New Order,
Stereotyped resolutions were passed at these
meetings, expressing the * joy and happiness of .
the liberated people,” gratitude to the Soviet
forces of occupation and to the “ Great Stalin,
Father of the Nations.”

i The Baltic Universities suffered considerably
in the drive against cultural independence. The
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Lithuanian Ministry of Education instructed
the Universities of the Lithuanian Republic
that the humanities facuities must be based on
the science of Marxism. At Tartu University
in Esthonia, the fanious theological faculty
was closed down., The Baltic States’ flourishing
cultural contacts with Western Europe were
completely destroyed, and of course all travel
outside the Soviet Union was: forbidden. ’

At the time of their incorporation the Baltic
States enjoyed, besides democratic frecdems of a
Western nature, a standard of living incomparably
higher than that of the Soviet Union, despite
the fact that they had started with the same
handicaps. This high standard of living was a
source of astonishment to the invading Soviet
forces and of embarrassment to the Soviet
authorities. However, a few months of Soviet
occupation sufficed to drag the Baltic States
substantially down to the level of the conditions
obtaining in the Soviet Union. ‘

In Esthonia, almost the entire industrial
output of the Republic’s factories was sent to
the U.S.S.R. from the beginning of that country’s
incorporation, the home market being left in
want of such essentials as textiles, footwear,
agricultural products, paper and fuel. Previously
accumulated stocks of grain and other foodstuffs
were also sent to the U.S.S.R., together with
rolling stock, cars and lorries. In some cases
the entire installations of factories, together
with their skilled workers, were transferred to
the Soviet Union, In short, the country’s
material resources were systematically looted
and its economic structure forcibly integrated
with that of the U.S.S.R. The Russian rouble
was introduced as the legal monetary unit, as
in all the Baltic States, and the U.S.S.R. price
and wage levels were introduced. This had the
effect of halving the average real wages throughout
the Baltic States. At this time in Moscow a
strong influx of goods in the antique and food
shops was noticed—from the plundcred homes
and storehouses of the Baltic States.
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Lithuania, which had been a prosperous and
orderly little country with an uncontrolled
abundance of foodstuffs and manufactured goods,
became within a few weeks a replica of any other
Soviet Republic, with queues for bread, empty
shops, dirty streets and increasingly ill-clad
people.

The Church in the Baltic States was deprived
of the financial support granted it under the
Concordats with the Vatican. Anti-religious
propaganda was carried on, atheism was intro-
duced into school curricula, and priests were
arrested, tortured, shot, and deported. The
position of the Church at present is anomalous.
Active persecution is no longer necessary from

‘the Soviet viewpoint, as the Baltic nations have

presumably been sufficiently destroyed, but
repressive measures have recently again been
reported by the Vatican.

After the outbreak of Soviet-German hostilitics
in June 1941, revolts took place in the Baltic
States. Among the most bitter against the Soviet
authorities were the industrial workers, who
helped to drive the Soviet armed forces out of
Baltic territory before the German advance.
In view of this, the natural result of Communist
terrorism, the argument of the Soviet authorities
and their Communist agencies that the Baltic
States had to be incorporated in the Soviet
Union as a preparation for the coming war
with Germany is pretty thin. Had the Soviet
Union wished only to strengthen her position
against a German attack, she could have done
so far more effectively by developing her military
alliances with the Baltic States in the normal
way and treating the Balts in such a way as to
secure their wholchearted co-operation against
Germany.

At the end of the German occupation of the
Baltic States the Soviet authorities, re-equipped
with plentiful allegations of * co-operation with
the enemy,”” have, from all accounts, resumed a
policy of large-scale deportations and gradual
genocide,
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Control of Workers
in Countries under
Communist Domination

Trade Unions used
solely to further State Aims:

Collective Bargaining Impossible

SUMMARY

Trade Unionism as practised in Britain and the Western Democracies provides
a means of collective bargaining designed to protect and further the interests of workers
in their relations with either State or private employers.

In the Soviet Union, the Trade Union is an instrument of the State and of the
Communist Party. It provides a means whereby the State and the Party impose on
the worker conditions and wages which have been determined from above, and have
not been reached by joint discussion or by -arbitration. The Trade Union is used to
control the worker, to extract from him more and more output, and to punish him for
transgressions against a severe factory code.

In the countries in which Communist régimes, subservient to Moscow in one degree
or another, have come into being, Trade Unions, some of them with a‘considerable
history of true democratic endeavour, are steadily being pressed into the Soviet mould.

This paper compares the Western and the Soviet conceptions of the function of
Trade Unions, and indicates how the workers in the orbit countries are being driven towards
the Soviet system,
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INTRODUCTION'

”F HE pioneer work of the Trade Unions

movement in Great “Britain provides the
foundation of the Western democratic congeption
of the relationship between the employer and
the employed—whether the employer be the
State itself or a private concern.

By trial and error, by persistent and successful
negotiation spread over a long period, an
organisation has been created and a body of
law established which actively promote the
workers” interest and ensure that when disagree-
ments arise, agreed means are available to
settle them justly by negotiation.

Western Trade Unions dre not instruments
of State policy, nor of party, although it is
true Trade Unionism sprifigs from the same
sources, broadly, as the Labour Party. Officials
of the Trade Unions represent the workers.
They do not act on behalf of the State or of a
political party.

This conception of Trade Unionism is utterly
at variance with that to be found in Soviet
Russia and her satellites, just as it is with the
so-called Trade Unions established in Germany
by the Nazis. Indeed, the resemblance between
the two systems—the Western democratic and
the Communist—ends with the name.

Under Communist rule the State becomes
the only employer of labour. The Communist
Party is the Communist state’s main agency,
and there are no other parties. In the Soviet
Union and her satellite countries, the Trade
Union is no more than the means whereby
the State imposes its control on the workers.
When, by a coup d’Etat or other method, a

Communist Government reaches power, it shows
willingness to take advantage of the workers’
instinct towards Trade Unionism. It advances
Trade Unionism as a source of advantage to
the worker, and then by a steady application
of pressure creates a situation where the worker,
instead of finding that his advantages grow
with the growth of Trade Unions, discovers
that his rights have irrecoverably been lost,
and that he 1s faced with an autocratic authority,
against whose decisions there cannot, by the
nature of things, be any redress. Collective
bargaining has gone.

A.—SOVIET TRADE UNIONS
Soviet authorities emphasise that the roles
of Trade Unions in a *capitalist sqciety »
and under the “dictatorship of the proletariat ”’
differ considerably. They also stress the role
which the Russtan Trade Unions have to play

| as
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“a school of Communism.” It is for them
to enjoy ““a more active and direct participation

'in economic construction and in the organisation
.of socialist competition and

shock work,”
according to the Soviet Encyclopedia of 1940.

The Unions must improve the material and

cultural level of the workers and explain to the
masses that the “rapid tempo of industrialisa-
tion, the Socialist reform of agriculture, the
selection and training of hundreds of thousands
of leading workers as organisers of socialist
economy represent the pre-requisite for the
further improvement of the material and cultural
level of the working masses.”

. The All-Union Council of Trade Unijons, the

_governing body of the entire Trade Union

organisation in the Soviet Union, transmits
the orders received from the Government and
Communist Party downwards.

Government Fixes Hours

- In theory,the officers of the various grades
within the movement are elected by secret ballot
by the members of the respective bodies, but in
actual practice only the exact number of candi-
dates to fill the vacant offices are ever nominated,
so that no office is contested.

Official Soviet propaganda states that  the
scales of payment for output are fixed by the
State in conjunction with the Trade Unions »;
but according to a statement in Pravda of
5th June, 1944, by Lisichkin, the director of a
Soviet oil factory, collective bargaining does
not exist in the Soviet Union. The People’s
Commissariats (i.e., Ministries) * plan the wage
fund for each factory, covering the average wage
of each category and the number of workers.”

Similarly, hours of work and rest periods,
public holidays and annual leave are fixed by
the Government and party. One of the primary
functions of the Trade Unions is the promotion
of industrial efficiency by means of * socialist
competitions,” that is contests between groups
of workers in an undertaking or between different
undertakings to see who can exceed the pro-
duction plan by the greatest amount. If these
contests result in raising the average output
of a shop, then that shop’s output * norm™
is revised, which means that the rate is cut. In
order to counter any possible opposition to
such methods, the Trade Unions are also
responsible for * mobilising public opjnion ”
against * slackers ” in industry.

The complete subservience of the worker to
the Government and State authorities through
the agency of an organisation which, according
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to the Western conception, should exist to

promote his essential freedom and right to

improve his working conditions, is further
emphasised by the Trade Union enforcement of
labour discipline in the Soviet Union.

Decrees published in June and October 1940,
forbade workers to leave their employment
without the express permission of the directors,
ruled that anyone who refused to go when
transferred to some other place of employment
should be considered as having left his employ-
ment without permission and should be punished
accordingly, and ordered that  absenteeism ”
should be punished by forced labour. The
penalty for leaving employment without per-
mission was later increased from imprisonment
for two to four months to imprisonment for a
year, while © absenteeism ™ was defined as
arriving more than twenty minutes late for work,
leaving work more than twenty minutes early,
extending the mid-day dinner break by more
‘than twenty minutes and arriving at work
drunk.

It is also as agents of the Government that
the Soviet Trade Unions administer the social
insurance scheme. They see that sickness
allowances are discontinued when doctors’ orders
are not obeyed or that workers who injure them-
selves to obtain release from work are not only
deprived of their allowances but made to face
criminal charges. ,

Finally, the Trade Unions have a duty to
“jinculcate a Socialist attitude to labour and
public property > by assisting workers to study
Marxism-Leninism, party history and the party
line by organising lectures on political and
industrial themes and by reading official bulletins
and political literature. Their paramount aim
is to make the worker a more willing and
efficient slave.

B.—SATELLITE TRADE UNIONS

The former General Secrctary of the Czech
Trade Union movement, M. Erban, has formally
stated that the Czech Unions must look to the
Soviet Union for their model, and there is other
clear cvidence that the Trade Union movements
in the orbit countries based on the Western
conception, such as thosc which “existed in
Czechoslovakia before the war, or which enjoyed
comparative freedom, as in Roumania between
1920 and 1938, have had to give way to move-
mients dominated entirely by the Communist
Party, and existing for the primary purpose of
supporting the Government drive for production.

CONFIDENTIAL
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The methods used by the Communists to
gain control of the Trade Unions in the satcllite
States after their liberation have been much
the same in each country. In Bulgaria, as in
Poland, in Roumania as in Yugoslavia, the
Communists have relied either upon their
power to cnforce the appointments of Party
members to key posts within thé re-established
organisations, or upon their ability to undermine
the power of other left-wing non-Communist
parties within the movement by bringing pressure
to bear on the workers, alienating or invalidating
any possible support from the management
and rigging the elections—when these take
place.

In each satellite country there is now “only
on¢ Trade Union organisation and it would
be impossible for any group to set up any body
in opposition to or eveén independent of this
organisation, The “ Revolutionary Trade Union
Movement ” established after the Iliberation
in Czechoslovakia is a highly centralised Uniofi
under Communist control—a control which was
made even more stringent by the fact that the
central organisation decides the section to
which any particular worker shall belong and
it is to the central office that all subscriptions
are directly paid. In Bulgaria the General
Wotkers® Professional Union (O.R.P.S.), now
effectively controlled by the State, was formed
by the Communist Government in 1944, The
three groups of Unions which existed before
the war in Poland which owed their allegiance
respectively to the Socialist Party, the Christian
ideal and the Pilsudski régime, were not allowed’
to operate at the end of the war. While the
Unions under extreme left-wing control were
re-establishing their organisation and influence,
appointments to key-posts were made from
above and in the majority of cases went to
Communists. No pre-war Trade Union leader
was accepted as a candidate unless he declared
his loyalty to the Commiunists.  Antoni
Szczerkowski; the former President of the
Textile Workers Union, and Stanislaw
Sobolewski, leader of the Transport Workers’
Union in -Warsaw, were among the pre-war
leaders arrested. In May 1947, Antoni Stanofsky,
former Second Sccretary to the Polish Trade
Union Congress, was arrested and died in
prison” in November that year.

Controlled by Communist Party
At the end of 1944, shortly after the liberation
of Belgrade, a mass meeting was held in the
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for “ rebuilding * the Trade Unions was elected
by acclamation. This Committee, which was
firmly under the control of the Communist
Party, ordered the formation of subsidiary
committees which were to re-establish Trade
Unions in all the larger towns in liberated
territory. In January 1945, the first congress
of the re-established Trade Unions was held in
Belgrade. A new charter, drafted apparently
by the Action Committee, and adopted at this
congress, provided for a new organisation
which bore no relation to the one which existed
before the war and placed all Trade Unions
in the country under central control.

Social Democrats Qusted

The Trade Union Council in Hungary, was
even before the war, a highly centralised
organisation representing 43 different Unions,
in which the majority of members were factory
workers. Re-established immediately after the
liberation by both the Communists and Socialists,
the T.U.C. was rapidly subject to a dominant
Communist influence. In Roumania, on the
other hand, where a Royal Decree authorised
the establishment of a Trade Union movement
after the 1944 coup d’Etat and here a mixed
Socialist-Communist commission was appointed
to draw up the statutes, it was not until August
1947, that the Communists chose to make it
apparent at the elections that they had been
able to oust the Social Democrats from all
positions of influence within the movement.

As in the U.S.S.R., 50 in the satellite countries
does the Communist Party impose its control
over the Trade Union movement from above.
M. K. Witaszewski, a Communist, was appointed
President of the Central Commission in Poland,
which has ultimate and absolute authority
over the policy and activities of the separate
Unions, Under the control of this central
organisation, commissions set up in the various
administrative districts are responsible for Trade
Union policy at these local and regional levels.
Communist appointments to key positions bore
no relation whatsoever to the numerical strength
of the party within the country, and were designed
to facilitate the incorporation of the Unions
in the machinery of Government and the
suppression of the remaining Trade Unions,
such as those representing professional interests,
as independent organisations outside the central
structure. Responsibility for the Trade Union
movement in Yugoslavia was entrusted to a
central committee elected at the first post-war
Trade Union Congress held in January 1945.

4
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The President of this committee is the veteran
Communist Djuro Solaj, who had spent the
fourteen years prior to 1944 in the Soviet Union.
No election has been held since the committee
was formed and new members have simply
been co-opted when any vacancy occurred.
All appointments to official posts in branch
federations and committees must be approved
by this central committee, which also determines
general Trade Union policy. By making the
establishment of any Trade Union organisation
dependent upon the prior approval of the
Minister of the Interior under the law relating
to associations, meetings and public gatherings,
the Government has in effect made the formation
of any independent Union impossible.

In Roumania, where the supervision of the
Trade Union organisation rests with the General
Confederation of Labour, a new Executive
Committee was elected at the second Trade
Union Congress held on 12th November, 1947,
three months after the Communist Party had
been able by coercion and infiltration to stage
a major victory for the Party at the August
Trade Union elections.

Under the law in each of the orbit countries
the workers have the right to remain outside
the Trade Union movement. A specific drive for
membership in such countries as Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia and Hungary is constantly reinforced
by ! material advantages in the nature of extra
allocations of food and clothing at cheaper
prices, reductions in transport fares and cheaper
medical attention which are open to members
in all the satellite States. Inducements of this
kind mean that the legal right to abstain is a
luxury which the ordinary worker could not
afford, even if his continued employment were
not dependent on Trade Union approval, as it is
in Hungary, where two Decrees issued in
1945 and 1946 gave the Trade Unions control
over the direction of manual and clerical
workers.

No Protecting Power

Although the statutes of the various Trade
Union organisations -may profess that the
promotion of the workers’ interests remains
the primary function of the Trade Unions, it
seems clear that the Unions have very little if
any independent say in matters relating to hours
of work and wages. In Yugoslavia, these are
both determined by the Government; in Bulgaria
a Government inspector decides to which of the
new wage scales recently laid down by law a
particular worker is entitled,
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Collective bargaining is only permissi
law in Bulgaria in respect of working conditions,
but even here the power of the Union Committees
has greatly shrunk since 1945. Then, together
with the employers and technicians, the com-
mittees fixed the working ¢ norms ”’; to-day
they are only allowed to express an opinion on
production “ norms >’ submitted to them.
The relative importance attached to the func-

tions of Trades Unions in the orbit countries
is illustrated in the case of Czechoslovakia
by two speeches; the one made by the Minister
of Social Welfare and the other by the Presi-
dent, M. Gottwald. At San Francisco, M. Erban
declared that the Czechoslovak Trade Unions
were mainly concerned with the division of
work between the Unions and the Government,
in the just distribution of the national income
and in the endeavour to increase the standard
of living of the people. 1In Czechoslovakia
itself, the Prime Minister, when addressing a
conference of the Trade Union Council,
emphasised the responsibility of Trade Union
officials for eliminating shortcomings in’ industrial
production.

The Trade Unions in the satellite countries
are thus almost exclusively concerned with the
_promotion of industrial efficiency and the
adoption of the methods practised by their
prototypes in the U.S.S.R.

The Bulgarian Minister of Industry, M. Kounin,
declared on 18th May, that the law of all laws
was the execution of the State plan, and his
Ministry published a decree in the State Gazette
of 2nd June, 1948, according to which factory
meetings were to be called regularly for the
administrative staff, engineers and shock workers.
“The Union Committees,” according to this
decree, “can participate in discussions on
production in so far as they are, on behalf of the
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workers, to accept the plan and to give their
opinion on production ‘ norms’ and pay rates.”
They are also to mobilise the workers for the
fulfilment of the plan, organise friendly com-
petitions, sign collective work contracts and see
that they are carried out. The primacy accorded
to the execution of the plan is further underlined
by the special position attributed to shock
workers; while they are to attend regular factory
meetings, it is only on important occasions
that the ordinary workers are called upon to be
present.
C.—CONCLUSION

This, then, is the essential contrast between the
Trade Union as conceived and used in Britain
(and in other countries which have adopted a
similar attitude to the problem) and in the Soviet
Union. In the one, the Trade Union exists to
protect the workers’ interests—his  working
conditions and his wages—by providing a
means to negotiate on an equal legal footing;
in the other the Trade Union is a State-created
and party-controlled organisation which is not
only used to make the worker accept wage and
other conditions determined without negotiation,
but also to indoctrinate the worker in obedience.

In the satellite countries, there is adequate
evidence to show that the Trade Union movements
there have been revived after war-time inaction
or have been created, only to serve the same
ends as the so-called Trade Unions in the Soviet

Union, that is, the ends of the Communist

Party.

When there is news of Trade Union activities
within the Soviet orbit, or participation by
members of so-called Trade Unions in these
territories in international congresses, it is well to
bear in mind that their conception of Trade
Unions and that of the Western democracies,
differ profoundly.
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The events which have led to the establishment of Communist Governments in
the Soviet Union’s Eastern European Satellites are matters of history, and common
knowledge. It is well enough remembered that after the Russian armies had
driven the Germans from Roumania and Bulgaria, from Yugoslavia and Hungary,
political power in these countries was assumed by various parties or combinations
of parties and then either. rapidly or gradually became the monopoly of the
Communist Party. -

The press will have given an account—brief or more detailed according to the
interest attributed to the subject—of the implementation of Communist policy; the
secularisation of education, the nationalisation of all branches of trade and industry,
i measures tending towards the collectivisation of the land, and the regimentation

of the arts. From the prominence given to the trial and execution of opposition
leaders, the reader will have learned of the suppression of political liberty. But
what differences to the life of the ordinary citizen has a Communist régime brought
about?

Is he liable to be arrested and imprisoned without trial?
Can he choose where and how long he will work?

Is the scope of his intellectual interests limited?

May he buy the newspaper of his choice?

Can he decide how large a house his family needs?

Can he spend his leisure—or his money—as he wishes?

This paper is an attempt to examine the effect of the new régime on the ordinary
individual in one of the satellite countries—in this case Bulgaria.

An examination of what the Régime in Bulgaria
means to the ordinary citizen

i his mat rial procured by
Central In ellig-nce Kgency
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ACCOUNTS of political changes in a country

with which a newspaper reader is not

familiar may give him the essential facts, but,

leave little impression on his mind of, the effect
of these changes on the daily lives of people
like himself. .

In the countries of Eastern Europe which

have come under the control of Communist
régimes—and in consequence under the ultimate
domination of the Soviet Union—a social
revolution has taken place. This revolution is
presented by Communist propaganda as a process
which benefits the worker, and brings nearer
the realisation of a political ideal.

In practice, however, the cloudy phrases of
Communist polemic fail to conceal that the
revolution in the orbit countries has in almost
every department of life imposed restrictions
on individual liberty, has burdened the worker
with additional hours of toil, and has made
vexatious inroads in his limited leisure.,

A similar picture would be found in each of
the satellite countries; but for the moment, a
glance at Bulgaria alone will reveal the essence
of the theme.

THE PEASANT LANDOWNERS

If he is a land-owning peasant and a member
of a class comprising 80 per cent. of the popula-
tion, the Bulgarian will be treated by the
Government with marked caution and  some
distrust. Alternate inducement and compulsion
are the methods used to secure his acquiescence,
if not his co-operation, in Government policy.
The State decides what crops he shall grow,
when he is to sow them and the proportion
he may keep for himself and his family, after
he has sold a fixed quota to the State at the low
official prices. He is not allowed to sell direct
to the retailer, nor has he complete freedom
to sell to private consumers. Exploiting the
peasant’s distrust of unstable post-war currencies,

the State has seen that the co-operatives can

offer consumer goods in exchange for any
produce he has left after the State has taken
its quota,

To persuade the peasant to join co-operative
farms, which are to be increased from 560 to
800 this year, the Government gives these farms
preference over private owners in the supply of
seeds, consumer goods, buildings and artesian
wells, and much of his power to resist such
persuasion is undermined by the fact that he
may not by law have any agricultural machinery
in his private possession. At the back of

:that he was on the road to prosperity.
‘Government control is
liberties are being progressively curtailed.

industry,
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his mind he must always hear the threat to
collectivise the land—a threat which has assumed
even greater substance as a result of the Comin-
form’s strictures of the Yugoslav Communist
Party’s failure to put the Marxist doctrine into
practice in the villages.

THE INDUSTRIAL. WORKER

An industrial worker in Bulgaria, on the other
hand, would be a member of a relatively small
section of the population. But since Communist
doctrine exalts the status of the industrial worker
at the expense of the peasant, he might feel
But
increasing, and his

The law relating to civil mobilisation passed
in May 1945, and the compulsory labour law of
1946 make the worker’s employment subject to
direction, and workers in the building trades,
for example, who have refused to accept such
direction, have been directly threatened, in
April 1948, by the responsible Minister with
the loss of ration cards and with compulsory
mobilisation.  Any wish on the part of the
worker to change his occupation is restricted
by the 1948 State Economic Plan, which provides
for a check on transfers.

The worker is not legally bound to join a
Trade Union, but the fact that membership
will secure extra benefits in food, clothing, free
hospital treatment and cheap holidays will
prove sufficient inducement to belong to a branch
of the General Workers’ Professional Union
(O.R.P.S,)), which is controlled by the State.
(It is through the secretaries of this Union, for
example, that coupons for shoes and clothing
are distributed.)

The worker has been deprived of his right to
determine wages by collective bargaining; a
Government inspector decides the scale to

- which any particular worker is entitled.

The highest wages for miners, food processing
and tobacco factory workers, postal and con.
struction workers have been increased by between
500 and 650 per cent. compared with 1939, and
have thus very nearly kept pace with the rise in
the cost of living of the average worker officially
calculated in November 1947 at 666 per cent.
Members of the cotton textile industry, however,
which accounts for one-third of Bulgarian
have had to accept a 25-30 per cent.
cut in wages under the new scales. It is also
dependent on the recommendation of a Govern-
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ment commission whether or not the various
benefits enjoyed by the worker before the war
such as free *bus fares, free lunches, cheap food
supplies from factory farms and presents of
textiles will be granted in future.

Hours of work can be extended by direct
Government orders. All cotton-spinning factories
were ordered to introduce two nine-hour work
shifts each day in April 1948. Any outstanding
individual performance such as that of Manol
Cholev, who succeeded in * breaking all records
by digging and loading 113-3 tons of coal
during one shift with the help of a single
assistant,” is held up for emulation. Subjected
to the pressure of example and State-sponsored
competition, the worker feels driven to increase
his rate of work. Telephone operators in the
offices used by the Council of Ministers have
“yolunteered ” to do an extra one and a half
hours’ work a day. At the Pernik mines,
miners have promised to fulfil their quotas by
110 per cent. and the newspaper  Otechestven
Front,” Sofia organ of the Fatherland Front,
has declared that not only must absentees make
up for lost time, but has urged factory directors
to punish offenders by imposing fines, cutting
down leave and taking away the privileges
accorded to shock workers.

EXTINCTION OF THE SMALL TRADER

It is now virtually impossible for any Bulgarian
to make a livelihood as a merchant or small
trader. In 1947, State monopolies were formed
to cover tobacco, eggs, skins and furs, alcohol
and wines, rose oil, fruit, chemists’ supplies,
imports of industrial chemicals and exports of
ores and handicraft products. Although these
monopolies were at first joint enterprises involving
the State, the co-operatives are being given other
functions and the private traders are being
squeezed out. In February 1948, four State
wholesale monopolies, with the right to engage in
retail trade, were established to distribute clothing
and shoes, metal products, groceries ‘and building
materials. At the end of 1948, State stores will
number 34, while their business is to be increased
one hundredfold over 1947. Municipal * Hore-
mags” (a composite name formed of the initial
letters of hotel, restaurant and shop) are rapidly
multiplying. They possess. almost a monopoly
of the catering business and have many sub-
sidiaries, such as bakeries. The State plan for
1948 envisages a reduction of private internal
cOmMmEerce b% 40 per cent. while State and
co-operative business is to be doubled.
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The State is not, however, boun
compensation in nationalised industry to those
who worked with the Germans—a potentially
large category, in a country which was Germany’s
active ally for four years!

REGIMENTATION OF PROFESSIONS

If a Bulgar wants to be a Government or public
employee, his political reliability will be the
dominating factor. As a former civil servant
and non-Communist expert, he may have been
kept on in a key-post where his experience is
still necessary, but as soon as possible he will be
replaced by someone considered to be politically
more reliable. The new constitution has made
provision for a State Control Commission to
supervise the efficiency of (Government depart-
ments and any employee may inform against
his colleague, should he dislike him or consider
his political views to be unsound.

It is by appointing ardent Communists to
key-posts in professional organisations and by
eliminating anyone guilty of recalcitrance, that
the Government has made it impossible for the
ordinary man to practise as a doctor, lawyer
or university professor independently of his
political views.

The posts of President of the Supreme Court
and Attorney-General have been given to Com-
munists of long standing and a law has given the
Minister of Justice the right to fine or disqualify
lawyers faor various offences ranging from
incapacity to gambling. No one can practise
as a lawyer unless he belongs to a lawyers’
collective or goes to a district where there are
fewer than six lawyers. Should he wish to employ
a lawyer, the ordinary citizen must ask a lawyers’
union to nominate a legal representative, or
else pay an extra fee for the privilege of nominating
his own. If a doctor is not already working in a
State or municipal institution, he is bound by a
decree published in April this year to register
and to accept any appointment in public service
to which he may be directed in any part of the
country.

POLITICALLY BIASED EDUCATION

All Bulgarian citizens have a right to education,
but the education must, according to Article 79
of the Constitution, be * secular, with a demo-
cratic and progressive -spirit.” The ordinary
man will not be able to give his children any
education with a religious basis, for, as set out in
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the second chapter of the Fatherland Front
programme adopted in February 1948, all
“ private, religious primary and secondary schools
are to be closed, as well as those in which
education is in the hands of the ecclesiastical
hierarchy.” Educated at a State-owned school

where curricula and text books will be revised,

again according to the Fatherland Front pro-
gramme, “in the spirit of modern progressive -

science,” the schoolboy will also be subject to
party discipline at both his elementary and
secondary school through the youth organisations
which he will have to join.

Party qualifications are also becoming more
important to potential students, who must
also have a labour brigade ticket. Having
submitted evidence of “sound > political views
and having been accepted by a university, every
student must complete one year’s study of Marxist
philosophy and of the Russian language, while
both standard text books and lectures, parti-
cularly those on economics, must conform to
Communist doctrines.

WIDE POLICE POWERS

Whatever his profession or trade, the ordinary
Bulgarian knows that the Militia has the right
to order him to go for questioning to a Militia
Headquarters, to detain him and send him for a
year to a labour education camp or to a new
place of residence, either temporarily or per-
manently, if he so much as spread a false rumour
or beg or gamble for his daily bread. During
the past year some hundreds of families have
been deprived of their local citizenship at short
notice and compelled to go into exile. His
house may be searched and anything taken
from it by the Militia * with the object of
preventing crime *” and no warrant is necessary
if it is felt that delay would have harmful results,
While the Militia may only detain any citizen
for a year, unless a new order extends the period
of detention, the Public Prosecutor can order
him to be detained indefinitely.

The Militia, in collaboration with the local
committees of the Fatherland Front, also has
the power, under the Compulsory Labour Law
of 1946, to submit the name of any citizen as
an ““idler,” doing no “ useful” work, to the
Minister of the Interior, who in turn can mobilise
him for compulsory public work or send him
to a labour camp for six months unless his appeal,
which must be sent within seven days to a
commission appointed by the Minister, is upheld.
Under the February 1948 law, providing for the
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establishment of People’s Councils in districts,
towns, wards and villages, district councils
also have the right to impose fines and terms
of “labour educational ” work. The ordinary
citizen has no safe channel of appeal and no
legal redress against any such measures.

The general behaviour of the common man
is also subject to the scrutiny of the seven
members of the Commission of Public Control
elected by the local organisation of the Father-
land Front. According to regulations published
in April 1948, by the Sofia Committee of the
Fatherland Front, this Commission is responsible
for supervising the personal life, including any
out of the ordinary expenditure of each citizen
in its territory. Any anonymous complaint
can warrant action by the Commission.

. Private life is further restricted by the Rent
Law gazetted on 4th April, 1947, which limits
the accommodation any citizen can occupy in
Greater Sofia to one room and a kitchen for a
family of two, two rooms and a kitchen for
families of from three to five people and one
further room for every two additional people.
No account is taken of a single child under seven.
A number of private houses were taken over to
provide clubs and other amenities for the mass
organisations, as an outcome of the deliberate
Communist policy to pack their supporters
into the capital and main towns. (In April
1948, a measure providing for the nationalisation
of town real estate in excess of modest limits
for family needs, deprived members of the middle
class of their last remaining capital.)

The amount of cash, moreover, which the
ordinary man may draw or hold in one month
or pay for any purpose is limited by regulation.
Normally, however, money may only be drawn
from the bank—even within the limits per-
missible by law—after an explanation of the
purpose for which it is required has been given,
The financial resources of certain sections of the
population had already been depleted by the
¢hange of currency in March 1947, when large
holdings of notes were penalised as 70 per cent,
of the amount held was confiscated.

RESTRICTIONS ON LEISURE

The State also restricts the extent and nature
of the leisure which the citizen can enjoy. What-
ever his means of livelihood, he will be required
to spend his vacations and week-ends on manual
labour—even the soldier on demobilisation leave
is not exempt. If he is not normally engaged on
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manual labour and even if, as a surgeon, his
skill lies in his hands, the Bulgarian citizen is
liable to be ordered—as in the case of a leading
dentist—to do a period of work road-making.
It is virtually essential for anyone seeking per-
manent employment to possess a labour brigade
ticket.

Noteworthy occasions are celebrated by an
additional day’s work or by a procession, and the
Block Warden or Militia Officer instructs each
citizen when he must attend a “ spontaneous ”
parade and beflag his house.

“ Voluntary ” work on behalf of some party
organisation will take up more of his leisure
already curtailed by. “ voluntary > overtime at
his place of work, where the ordinary Bulgarian
may also be required to attend an evening lecture
"~ once a week on such subjects as the ideology of
Marxism and the progress of the Five-Year Plan.

Should he wish to read a newspaper, he
can only make his choice from among the
Government-controlled press. No newspaper
now has the power or the means t0 express
criticism of any point in the Government’s
policy. All papers which might claim to represent
the viewpoint of the ordinary citizen, or of a
non-Communist dominated political party, or of
any particular section of the community were
suppressed long ago. Should he be sufficiently
unwise to search for factual information in one
of the rare copies of the non-Communist Western
newspapers imported into the country, he would
be laying himself open to immediate suspicion.

Should he wish to go to a concert, he will
only be able to hear a programme which has been
authorised by a directing board, which has power
to amend any suggestions on political grounds.
One applicant who submitted a programme of
works by Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven was
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told to substitute a work by a Bulgarian composer™
for the work of Mozart. Any Bulgarian composer
desirous of publishing his composition must
submit his political record for examination
before any allocation of paper is made. A
painter may be required to submit pictures of
politically approved subjects, the portrait of a
general for example, if he wishes works of
his own inspiration to be exhibited.

Although freedom of conscience and worship
are guaranteed under the Constitution, the
communiqué published by the National Council
of the Fatherland Front on 4th July, 1948,
made it clear to the ordinary citizen that the
Church is viewed with suspicion, if not with
hostility, by the State. The National Council
demands that the pulpit shall never be used as a
political rfostrum for hostile propaganda - and
requires that the clergy should cease to encourage
opposition to the people’s authority or to the
Soviet. The Holy Synod is urged to repeal its
ban on the participation of ecclesiastical officials
in the Fatherland Front and the popular
pilgrimages to the Rila Monastery have to be
discontinued. No religious organisations for
children are to be allowed. Any citizen pro-
minent in the service or practice of the Christian
religion would, therefore, earn the disfavour
of the State.

Finally, if the ordinary man be tempted to
accept this domination and control over his
personal life, in view of the advantages supposedly
accruing to his country, he would surely reflect,
when hearing Chervenkov state on 3rd July,
1948, that ““ one cannot love one’s own country
warmly if this love, no matter to what extent,
is opposed to love towards the Soviet Union.”
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SOVIET LABOUR DISCIPLINE

REACTIONARY DECREES
RESTRICT FREEDOM
OF U.S.S.R. WORKER

The Soviet Union claims to have established a régime in which the interests of the
worker are paramount; but it appears to have found it necessary to discipline him by a
series of decrees which have become successively more severe.

These regulations, which have increased working hours, have tied the worker to his
factory, and which have laid down a series of harsh punishments for such transgressions
as absenteeism, are accompanied by the adoption of the ‘labour-book » system.

Some of the regulations came into force in 1940, and it may be argued that they were
imposed because of the threat of war. But three years after the end of the war, they
have not been rescinded.

‘Lthis mat rial procurel by -
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SOVIET LABOUR DISCIPLINE AND
THE SOVIET WORKER

OVIET  “labour discipline "—i.e., the

disciplinary legislation imposed upon the
ordinary working man—was gradually tightened
during the years preceding the war, until by
1940 Soviet labour legislation was far more
severe than that of any other country in the"
world, not excepting Nazi Germany.

This tightening up of discipline was brought
about by a number of “ decrees »* passed by the
Council of People’s Commissars and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party in conjunc-
tion. They became, as will be seen, successively
more severe.

The first of them, passed on 28th December,
1938, concerned ‘ Measures for Regulating
Labour Discipline, for Improving the Practice
of State Social Insurance and for Combating
Abuses in this Matter.” This was a complex
decree which can be summarised as follows:—

(a) The regulations already in existence whereby
factory managers were compelled to dismiss
workers for one day’s absence without good
excuse, or for arriving late to work or
leaving early, or for idling, &c., were
playing into the hands of discontented and
restless workers, who used them as a
means of changing their place of work
frequently.

Therefore, in order to tie the worker down
to his job, social insurance benefits were to
be linked directly to the length of time the
worker concerned had worked in one
enterprise. Annual vacations were to be
given only after eleven months® continuous
work, &ec.

®

The Soviet authorities soon came to regard
even this decree as insufficient. They therefore
made a further effort to tie the Soviet worker
down to his job by a decree of 28th July, 1939,
introducing *“ Labour Books™ for every worker.
These were documents containing every detail
about the worker and his working history: name,
age, education, job, qualifications, efficiency,
dates when job was changed and reasons for
change, &c. Since this decree came into operation
every Soviet worker has had one of these labour
books, which he hands over to the administration
of his factory or works when he takes on a new

;be given employment.

job. If he leaves his work (a matter of great
difficulty, as we shall see below), the book is
returned to him enriched with an account of his

‘behaviour and efficiency during his employment

at the enterprise he is leaving, and with a statement
of the reason why he is leaving. Without
presenting his labour book, no Soviet worker can
As there is no form of
unemployment relief whatsoever in the Soviet

" Union, the worker who is “ black-listed * for

any reason can exist only by means of criminal
activities (speculation, theft, &c.), and will
sooner or later finish up in a forced labour
camp.

- Nazi Germany used the “labour book
system also; she introduced it in 1935, and
tightened it up to the degree now operative in
the Soviet Union by a decree of Goering of
22nd December, 1936. ‘

WORKING HOURS INCREASED

Having established this measure of control
over its workers, the Soviet Government pro-
ceeded to deal with working hours. Before 1940,
Soviet industrial workers had enjoyed a seven-hour
working day and office workers a six-hour working
day. The working week was of five days. It
should be borne in mind that this apparently
liberal working régime was considerably offset by
the very low wages paid to workers: and the
supplementation of incomes by extra work after
the normal day and indulgence in minor forms of
what would nowadays be described as “ black
market activities,” are by no means unknown
phenomena.

However, a decree of the Presidium of the
Supreme Council of the U.S.S.R. of 26th June,
1940, increased the legal working day to eight
hours for all classes of workers, except those
in particularly dangerous occupations. Young
workers who had reached their sixteenth
year were also required to work eight hours
a day. (Previously young workers from sixteen
to eighteen years of age could not be employed
for more than six hours a day.) Further, the
five-day working week was replaced by the
old Tsarist six-day working week, with the
seventh day (Sunday) a rest day. The official
reasons given for this abandonment of one of
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the most treasured achievements of the Revolution
were, according to the Communist Party journal
Bolshevik of Juhe 1940: (a) that the five-day
working week lowered production, and (b) that
it created a cleavage between towns and villages,
where the seven-day week was still in existence.

To complete the workers’ discomfiture it was
also stated that the June decree has been
« demanded > by the All-Union Central Council
of Trade Unions, '

The decree of 26th June, 1940, also provided
for further and more significant changes than the
mere extension of the working time of the Soviet
worker. Paragraph 3 forbade workers to leave
their jobs without special authorisation from the
~ director or manager of the employing factory or
institution, who would have the right to allow a
worker to leave his job only on the following
grounds (paragraph 4):—

(@) If the “ labour-medical expert commission ”’
should consider that the worker could not
perform his or her work because of tem-
porary or permanent disability and if the
management were not in a position to
give him or her other work; and

(b) If the worker in question had been admitted
for special training or study into an
educational or training institution.

Paragraph 5 stated that for leaving a job without
such permission, the People’s Court was to
impose two or four months’ imprisonment; for
absenteeism (see below)—six months’ “ cor-
rectional labour” (i.e.,, work under armed
surveillance at the place of employment, with
incarceration after work in a heavily guarded
“labour camp” nearby. Hours of work for
« correctional labourers ” are longer than those
for free workers), with a cut in wages of up to
25 per cent. Finally, article 6 of the decree,
stated that directors and managers failing to
send workers to court for leaving their jobs or for
being absent without good reason were themselves
liable to arrest. Directors and managers were
also liable to arrest for taking on workers who
had left other jobs illegally.

Since the 1940 decree a Soviet worker has been
considered guilty of absenteeism (* Progul *) if
he has been responsible for the loss of more than
twenty minutes of working time by coming late
to work, leaving early, or extending his midday-
break beyond the prescribed time, or if he commits
any of these offences three times in one month or
four times in two successive months, even if the
loss of working time in each case has been less
than twenty minutes. He can also be accused of

3

absenteeism if he comes to work under the
influence of drink, or if he becomes ill as a result
of his own purposeful actions. Workers on
railways and air services are subject to par-
ticularly strict labour discipline. Certain breaches
of labour discipline by workers in these categories
are punishable by sentences of up to ten or even
twenty-five years’ forced labour in Siberia.

MORE WORK: LESS PAY

On the same day as the above decree appeared -
—26th June, 1940—the Council of People’s
Commissars issued a further decree ordering
that despite the increase in working hours,
monthly and daily rates of pay should remain
unchanged. Further, piece rates should be cut
and the “ norms > of output (i.e., the amount of
work fixed by ‘the authorities as * normal ”
for a given category of work, and which the
worker has to accomplish in order to be paid
his wages in full) should be increased together
with the working hours.

It has been calculated that by these changes in
working hours and “ norms ” the Soviet worker
had to work 15 per cent. longer for the same
wages—or 350 hours a year more than before,
In other words, the Soviet Government acquired
by this legislation some seven weeks’ work a.
year from every worker for nothing.

The next step in the control of the Soviet
working classes was brought about by a decree
of 2nd October, 1940, introducing the con-
scription of labour. This decree began by stating
that an annual contingent of up to one million
labour recruits was wanted for industry.
Therefore, the annual conscription was ordered
of boys between the ages of fourteen and seventeen
for training in industry and transport. The boys
were to be conscripfed to trade, railway and
factory training schools for courses of from six
months to two years. The main reservoir for
this army of young workers was 10 be the
collective farms, which had to provide boys at
the rate of 4 per cent. of the total number of
the collective. farm members between the ages of
fourteen and fifty-five. Some of the boys were to
be recruited from urban settlements and towns,
in quantities to be fixed every year by the Council
of People’s Commissars of the U.S.S.R. After
their training the boys were to be directed by
the Chief Administration for labour reserves,
under the Council of People’s Commissars of
the U.S.S.R. to work in appropriate State
enterprises.

The final step was taken on 19th October,
1940, when the Presidium of the Supreme Council
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of the U.S.S.R. passed a decree conferring on
the People’s Commissars at the head of the
industrial Commissariats the power to transfer
engineers, technicians, skilled workers and office
workers and their families to any part of the
Soviet Union where they might be needed.
This decree completed the process of the sub-
mission of the Soviet worker to the Communist
Party State. The excuse put forward by fellow-
travellers and Soviet apologists is that all this
Wwas necessary as preparation for the war with
Nazi Germany. Whatever truth there may be
in this, these laws remain unrescinded. The
Soviet worker is still tied to his factory, he is
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still heavily punished for being over twenty
minutes late to work, he must still put up with
the indignities of the *labour book ” system,
and he can still be transferred, without his
desires being consulted, to the remotest corner
of the Soviet Union.

In a country striving to achieve industrialisa-
tion, the control of labour no doubt calls for a
certain measures of restrictive legislation. But
the Soviet decrees now in force, more severe
than those to be found in any Western democracy,
are somewhat difficult to reconcile with the
often-advanced claim that in the U.S.S.R. a
worker’s paradise is in a fair way to realisation.
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AIMS AND ACTIONS TESTED:BY ANALYslgs at
.t OF COMMUNIST DOCTRINES

‘ —

xisl pchure iby

e followmg isa deductzon, by a well known student of Soviet Russza, of the aims of Sovzet foretgn
poltcy, from the prmczples and tlze doctrme of world revolutzon which determme it :

i, It is of importance that these prlnczples and the deductlons “Which can logzcally be made from them,
should be known, and that this knowledge should constantly be applied in testing Communist or neo-
Communtst propaganda and assurances.

Summary

1. The Commumst Party is an orgamsatlon aimed at achieving Party Rule throughout
¢ .- - the world, by means of force if necessary.-

-2 The Communist Party will replace, or try to replace, the ¢ old state machines,”
© & -.d.e., parliamentary democracy, with a Communist-dominated New Order.
R The Communist Party regards the World Revolution as indivisible, and countries
" where their Revolution has been successful as bases for future operations.
‘ 4 The Communist Party is not doctrinally averse from war as a means to attain
.+ +. world domination.
20 '8, The Communist Party demands from Communists everywhere that their allegiance
;e oo must in the first instance be to the first Communist dictatership, ie., to the
cionow o Soviet Union.
“. "6, The Communist Party’s control of sate]llte countries is not merely a ¢ defence
in depth ** for the Soviet Union but is also part of the Soviet plan for world
domination. ‘

“7. The Communist Party beheves that the final struggle between the “ two worlds
- of Cemmunism and Democracy is now in progress.

“The proletarian revolution removes all
exploiting groups from power and places in
power the leader of all the toilers and exploited,
the class of proletarians, in view of which it
cannot abstain from breaking up the old'state
machine and substituting a new one for it.”

By the old state machine, Stalin means the
system of parliamentary democracy, which
according to him was demgned to secure the

THE Communist Party is an organisation

- devoted to the attainment of Marxian

Socialism, or Communism, i.e., the rule of the
Commumst Party, throughout the world.

viThe . Communist Party believes that the only

méthod of attaining Comimunism is by setting

up’ the Dictatorship of the Proletariat by means

of revolutionary force—i.e., its programme is

anti-constitutional. “The transition from

capitalism to Socialism . . . . cannot be effected
by slow changes by reforms, &c butonly....
by revolution > (Short Htstory of C.P.S.U. (B)
p. 111). In his Problems of Leninism (1926),
Stalin says:—

CONFIDENTIAL  uiror

“hegemony of the bourgeoisie”’: the. ““new’

state machine is the Soviet state system, which
secures the dictatorship of the proletariat and is
maintained until the classless, Communist society -
has been attained and secured.
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- Force Necessary to Imp%se t‘hanges

‘Stalin further elaborates the functions of fhe
Proletarian Dictatorship as contrasted with those
of the Bourgeois ¢ Constltutlonal State, as follows:

“The bourgems revolution is ysually
~consummated with the (bourgeois) seizure of -

power, whereas in the proletarian revolution the .

seizure of power is oply the beginning, and

. power is used as a lever for transformmg theold -

economy and orgamsmg the new one.’
“This mekns that tfle economic changes necessary

'for the construction of Communism must, in -
Communist eyes, be 1mposed upon the community _

by force, applied by a minority in power.
To attain its desired transformatlon of Socxcty,
the Communist Party has as its primary aim the

establishment of what it calls a Proletarian -

Dictatorship. As the Communist Party is

(according to this theoryf) the only Party which

represents the interests of the proletariat, such a

Dictatorship must necessarily be a Dictatorship .

of the Communist Party.

So the economic changes mean no less “than
putting the entire economic fesources of a given
country at the dlsposal of the Dictatorship,
i.e., of the Communist P tiy

The methods whereby Proletarian Dictatorship
shall come about have begn elaborated con-
siderably since Marx’s lifetime.  Marx had
envisaged revolution as the inevitable outcome
of the development of capitalist industry, and

therefore expected it to occur in the most highly

mdustnahsed states: but Lenin worked out the

“theory and tactics of the dictatorship of the
Proletariat > and showed how Party leadership
and disciplined organisation could utilise a
reyolutionary situation to establish Party dicta-
torship even in .less deyeloped states; and he
evolved the actual political form that that
dictatorship should take. He also maugurated
the era of ** Socialism in one country ”; he was
able to exploit the revolutionary situation within
Russia’s own geographical limits, but was unable
to extend it.

World Communism “Inewtable i

Nevertheless, for the Communists the World
Revolution is imdivisible, It is 1mpossxble in
their eyes to attain the Dictatorship in one
country and to proceed to develop Communism
actively while leaving the rest of the world to
evolve naturally, even though according to what
Communists call the dialectic of history, Com-
miinism everywhere is regarded as inevitable.
Stalin, in his Preface to On the Road to October
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(1924) has developed this idea as follows—and

“this is still official doctrine which is compulsory

study for all Party members and politically
‘e Izghtened” people in the Soviet Union:—

He wrote “ The victory of Socialism in one
country is not a self-sufficient task. The
revolution which has been victorious in
one country must regard itself not as a
self-sufficient entity, but as an aid, a
means for hastening the victory of the
proletariat in all countries. For the victory
of the revolution in one country, in the
present case Russia . . is the begin-
ning of and the ground-work for the
world revolution.”

“Formerly it was_commonly thought
that the revolution would develop through
the gradual ““ maturing” of the elements
of Socialism, primarily in the more
developed, the more advanced
countries. Now this view must be:
considerably modified.”

‘“Most probably the world revolution
will develop along the line of a number
“of mew countries breaking away from the
system of the imperialist countries as a
resuit of revolution, while the proletarians
of these countries will be supported by the
prdietdriat of the imperialist states.”
“There can be no doubt that the very
development of the world revolution, the
very process of the breaking away from
imperialism of a number of new countries
will be more rapid and thorough, the more
thoroughly Socialism fortifies itself in the
first victorious country, the faster this.
country is transformed into a base for the
further unfolding of the world revolution,
intd a lever for the further disintegration
- of imperialism.”

~'Again:
=Again:

VAgain:

AArmed Conﬂlct Possible
And now quite openly he describes the present
‘Soviet role and that of the satellites:

ﬁrstly, in the victorious country achieving
the’ utmost possible in one country for the
, development support and awakering of the
revolution in all countries. Secondly, it
‘should be expressed in that the victorious
praletariat of one country having expro-
priated the capitalists and organised its
owh Socialist production, would confront.
the. rest of the capitalist world, atiract to
itself the oppressed classes of other



‘countries, raise revolt among them against

-the capitalists, and, in the event of

inecessity,.come out even with armed force

against the exploiting classes and their
. states.”

And: “ The characteristic feature of the assistance
given by the victorious country is not
only that it hastens the victory of the
: proletarians of other countries, but also
that, by facilitating this victory, it ensures
the ﬁnal victory of Socialism in the first
“victorious country.”

And: “ The free union of nations in Socialism is
. impossible without a more or less pro-
longed and stubborn struggle by the
Somahst republics against the backward

. states.”

He forecast war (at a time when war was a
harmless prospect compared with its present
potentialities). From The Results of the Work of
the X1V Party Conference (1925):

“ We are living not merely in a state, but in a
'system of states, and the existence of the Soviet
Republic side by 'side with imperialist states for a
long time is unthinkable. One or the other must
triumph in the end. And before that end super-
venes, a seéries of frightful collisions between the
Soviet Republic and the bourgeois states will be
inevitable. That means that if the ruling class,
the proletariat, wants to hold sway, it must
prove its capaczty to do so by wmilitary
organisation.”

Finally, in The International Character of the
October Revolution (1927) he lays down that
Communists can owe allegiance only to Soviet
Russia:— )

' “Under present conditions one cannot call

oneself a Marxist unless one openly and

devotedly supports the first proletarian dicta-

torship in the world, unless one wages a

revolutlonary struggle -against one’s own

bourgeoisie, unless one creates the conditions
- for the victory of the dlCtatOI'Shlp of the
;proletariat in one’s own country.”

Inescapable Deductions

The following conclusions, which are also
justified by the experience of events, can now
loglcally be drawn:

(i) The policy of the Soviet State is to bring
about the World Revolution; this it does
systematically and dehberately and not
by leaving the Revolution to develop of
its own accord,

3
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(ii) The Soviet Uni dniigency
 nation of the %ﬁfmst%rﬁ% Com-

munists owe allegiance to the Soviet .
Union and can only be hostile to the
democratic countries. Divided loyalty
is impossible, as the struggle is ‘a basic

_ tenet of the Communist creed.

(ii) The first duty of the Soviet Union is to
preserve its own existence. As a result,
its leaders have shown themselves
complete political realists and oppor-
tunists as demonstrated by their actions
before and during the Second World
War and their willingness to trade on a
strictly business basis with the capitalist

" powers.

(iv) The second duty of the Soviet Union is to
serve as a4 base for the spread of Com-
munism—i.e. - for the disruption of
““ bourgeois ” regimes in other countries.
There are obviously many ways in which
the strength of the Soviet State can be
brought to aid the Communist Parties in
such countries. But the basic method is
.always the same: infiltration into the
established organs of the national
machine, the government, the services,
the Trade Unions, the local authorities,
&c. (especially the police and post office)
leading to their disruption, always with
the help and advice of the Soviet State.
This pattern we may describe as the
Method of Artificia] Revolution. It is
Stalin’s contribution to Marxisth and
bears all his characteristics:  ruth-
lessness, clear-headedness, caution and
camouflage.

(v) The Soviet Union is always able to call off
its offensive in the face of real or fancied
danger, as for example the withdrawal in
1946 of Soviet troops from Azerbaijan
or the relatively cautious policy now -
being followed towards the rebels in
Greece.

Pause and Advance

The “ popular front” phase of Soviet foreign
policy was produced by the menace of German
Fascism: the Communist Party was willing to

collaborate with its Social Democratic and

Liberal enemies, and the Soviet Union even
joined the League of Nations. Subsequently the
Soviet Union, politically strengthened by the
Soviet-German pact and the Western European
war, was able to increase her territory by the
acquisition of the Baltic States, Bessarabia and
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justification, be it acknowledged). During the
Ggrman invasjon of Russia the Soviet Union had
to'tetreat so far ideologically as well as geographi-
cafly, that many superficial observers thought
that she had abandoned the €ommunist doctrine
altogether. - That this idea was nonsensical the
extracts from Stalin quoted above will show; it
begame obvious as-soon as,_ the Soviet Union
regarded herself as out of danger. Since the end of
the war the Soviet Union ha?akcn full advantage
of the post-war situation and post-war economiic
and political chaos in order to spread the
Revolution (in its new guise} as far as possible.
She_has .deliberately and immorally combated
political settlement and economic reconstruction
for this purpose.

Aims in Satellite States.
_ Her grip on, and communisation of the satellite
countries are, it can only be concluded, to be
regarded as the spreading of Communism, and
nat as a sort of * defence in depth ”” system for the
Soviet Union, useful though this argument has
‘been in confusing world opinjon and in obtaining
concessions from the Western Powers.
.Communist thgoreticians describe the satellite
countries as * democracies of a new type.” This
is_a propaganda statement, of course: for they
age not democracies at afl. But it is a significant
description none the less, for these countries do
npt yet qualify as Proletarian Dictatorships. It is
clear and consistent with Soviet policy, however,
that they are in the process of becoming so. There
are still parties other than the Communist Party
in existence in these countrigs, and the principle
of private enterprise still obtains to a limited
degree. But the elimination and fusion of non-
Communist parties is well under way, and
nationalisation is making headway. At the same

tilne the satellite economies_ are being gradually -

integrated with Soviet economy. These processes
lgve two clear main purposes:—

() to establish the proletarian dictatorship

completely in the satellite states—i.e., to
contro] those statgs completely by the
Communist Party, which is controlled by
Moscow. Their political position will
thereby be in fact tlﬁg same as that of any
Soviet Republic, although for tactical
reasons their absorption into the Soviet
Union may be more or less indefinitely
delayed, and would doubtless be dis-

guised when it happened.

*
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. (i) te.integrate the satellite economies com-
. gletely with the Soviet economy, and to
@ them to the requirements of the
-&osplan. They will then be in exactly
the same position as the economy of any
-Soviet Republic. -This means they -will
not be allowed to develop in advance of
the Russian Federation, but will not, at
least of set purpose, be bled white by it.
Their economic development will be
regulated by the general Soviet economic
requirements. For all of them this will
involve a decrease in their standards of
#iving (which in many cases afford now
- an embarrassing.contrast with conditions
#n the Soviet Union) and an interference
with their historical economic develop-
ment (trading with the West, &c.J.

The World is in Two Camps
That such a development must be expected can

also be inferred from the following quotation

from The International Character of the October

“Revolution (Stalin, 1927):

“The existence of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics is the prototype of the
future. gmalgamation of the working people of
all countries in a single world . economic
system.”

Also of significance for the present stage of the
World Revolution is the following quotation from
Stalin’s Conversation with the First American
Workers’ Delegation (1927):

¢ In the course of the further development of
the international revolution two world centres
will form themselves: the Socialist centre,
attracting to itself those countries tending
towards Socialism, and the Capitalist centre,
attracting to itself those countrigs tending
towards Capitalism. The struggle of these two
centres, for the mastery of world economy will
decide the fate of Capitalism and Communism
throughout the world. For the final defeat of
world Capitalism'is the victory of Socialism in
the arena of world economy.”

This is the * division of the world into two
camps,” which was the thesis of the “ Comin-
form * speeches of Zhdanov and Malenkov, and
of Molotov’s allocution on the eve of the 30th
anniversary of the October Revolution, in the
autumn of 1947.

. - %
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CZICH LORKERS EXECULED FOi STEALING FOQ’ML%

The concern of the Czechosloval authorities over the shortage of food
which has been one of' the main causes of recent labour discontent
(ef. 14/B (1) c) has been evidont from thc savagery of a recent decision
taken by the Supreme Court at Brno. According to the local press, the public
prosecutor aslked that sentences of life ilumprisomment passed on two workers
accused of stealing food coupons should be made more severe. 4As a vesult
the Supreme Court decided that sentence of death should be carried out and
the two men were cxecuted shortly afterwards.

15/B (1)

(2) Agrarian Affairs

HUNGARIAN PEASANTS DISLIKE Ri-DESIGNaD HOUSES

The dislike and contempt of Hungarian peasants for the new types of
houses designed for them was admitted by the Peasant Party newspaper "szabad
3zo" in October.

"The maJjority of the peasants are sneering at the sleeping quarférs in
the new standerd houses and find it an outrage that they should have to sleep
in such holes", states the article, which was based on a statement made to a
correspondent of the paper by the Secretary General of the Peasant Party,
lr, Perenc Hrdei. | |

Mr. Brdei told the correaspondent that the ground plan of the usual
peasant house has been changed in the new design. - "I find it a question of
political principle", he added, "to kecp to simple straight lines'.

15/B (2)
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(&) Christian World ' his mat n11 PT""“e by

g-nce Agm
SOVIET PRESS ADMITS EXIITENGE OF UKRAINIAN UN unﬂﬁ UND MOVLLMNT

The existence of active underground opposition in the Ukraine is
openly admitted in the 3oviet press. "Pravda Ukrainy" on 23rd September
published messages of condolence from Aloxis, Patriarch of Russia, and Exarch
John of the Ukraine on the death of the Protopresbyter of the town of Lvov,
Father Gabriel Kostelnik, "at the hand of an assassin, e member of the
Ukrainian bourgeois~nationalist underground movement".

Father Kostelnik was cited as "one of the glorious supporters of the
return of the Greek Uniates to the Orthodox faith of their ancestors" and the
Exarch of the Ukraine states that the assassin was sent by the Vatican as well
as by "Germano=Ukrainian nationalist elemonts".

15/B (4)
(7) Human Rights

CZECH PUBLIZERS SEEK TO EVADE COMICINIZT CRITICISM
Thelr Negligence Denounccd

The reluctance of Czech publishers to sond their books to Communist

reviewers and the refusal of the Communists to tolerate such reluctance are

- gvident.from the following editorial note, published by the Communist weekly

"Tvorba" at the end of October.

"Wo have recently noticed that many publishers who used to send us all
their books for review have suddenly ccascd to fulfil this their obligation
to the politico=cultural weckly of the Czechoslovak Communist Party. It is
all the more remarkable that this negligence is manifest aftor 'Tvorba's'
recent campaign against trashy literature, guilty of ideological errors. If
certain publishers imagine that in this cowardly fashion they will evade
criticism ... they arc mistaken ... If this undesirable state of affairs

should continue, we shall be compelled to name these publishoers".

1)/B (7) a
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V | SOVIET PRES I y . ab w11 procuze ! by
- | SOVINT PRESS CONIROL PARALIALS GOMBESLS' graiide ® i
' ) Tentral In elligonce Agenoy

"Just as it was at the time of Gocbbels" - is the vordict pasied on
the absence of any freedom of tho Proess in the Dastern zons of Germany by the
Jocial Democrat newspaper, "lHannoversche Presse" of 14th October,

"In connection with the harveste ~thankagiving day", quotes the article
from on¢ of the more harmless directives igsued by the former Reich Propaganda
Hinistry, "the publication of a gories of sultable articlos and réports should
start at once.. " ’ |

In 1948 the directive from the Prusg Inforuation Servico of the Soviet-
Sponsored German Economic Commission reads ac followg:= "yo request all
editors of newspapers in the Bastorn Zone to 8tress the importance of lande
reform and ... to treat the various aspocts of tho problem throughout
September. We shall provide the oditors with Sultable material.. "

One of the fow differcnces botween the Socialist Unity Party presa and
that of the bourgeois partics, commonts the Social Democrat newspapor, is the
almost exclusive usc of the two officinl nows agencics, the 5.N.3. and A.D.N.
In this way the c¢ditors can bc sure of neeting the wishes of their Communist
mastsrs. The "more trugtworthy" Socialist Unity Party press is able to
publish reports from their own correspondents and ¢ven seloctod reports from
the West German agencics.

The allocation of newsprint provides another e¢ffective means of censore
ship: according to an announcoment published by the Christian Democrat newg-
paper "Westfnlenpost" of 19th October, the two bourgeois newspapers of Baxony,
"Union" (C.D.U}) and "3aechsiches Tageblatt! (Liberal Democrat) have becn cut
down two-thirds "on account of the news@rint shortags".

15/3 (7) b

4

GLEFAN COnnlNIST ACCUIED OF CILLILS AGS INST HUANLTY

The chairman of tho Communist Party in Heossc, Hr. Oskar Hueller, has
not only publicly acknowledged the eoxig tuncc of concentration damps in the
soviet zone of Germany, but has stated tnat the Communists would introduce

them in the Westorn zoncs as goon as it assumed power there.
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’ ‘jhis mai i proowie. by

: Central In ellig-nce Agency
This acknowledgement was madu, according to the Social Dowoorat nows=—

paper "Nordwestdeutsche Rundschau" of 16th October, at a political mecting.
As a result the burgomaster of Witzenhausen, Hr. Holler, has lodged a com=
plaint against Mucller with the Bupreus court of judicaturc for Hesse,
accusing him of proparing "crimes against humanity".

15/B (7) ¢
ONE LAN'FQR THI NAY POQR, ANOTHAR FOR THX MgW RICH

The political rolc of Roumanian Justice

"The law must be interpreted and applied in the interests of the
working people"; this was the heading given to an article written by ir.
Adrian.2ihalca, Secrotary-General at the Roumanian lidnistry of Justice, which
s8¢t out to show that there must in future be one law for the working class in
Rouwnania and another for the "cnomics" of that class.

"Those who aduinister justice", says the article,.published by the
Bucharest newspaper "Jountela" on 6th October, "must bo vigilant in order to
strike at all the encmics of the working class"} In their decisions, they
must not rely solely on lcgal provisions, they wmust taks into account the
personality of’ the offender, his wotive and the extent to which the offencec
affects «.. the achisvements «f the working class ...Judges nust undorstahd
tae law frow the Marxist point of view. They must realise that it is
impossible not to roileet class differences in the application of the Law".

In fact as the nowspaper "Universul" acknowledged on 6th October,

"the law for the suppression of sconomic sabotage and illicit speculation is
at present a weapon of the working pcople against capitalist elouents".

Illustrations of how the Judges have ceased to apply the law "in a
forwal way", in order to apply it in the "interssts of the working class",
were given by 1T, 4lexandru Voitinovieil, chief public prosscutor of Roumania,

in an article published by "Scantcia" of 16th October. 4 young peasant,
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uocordlng to 1%, Voitinoviei, was tried on a charge of stcgfﬁﬂl%f BnS%AqencY

veforo tho ora of people's Jjudges. After he had aduitted the theft, confirmed
by a witness, the accused was legally, but undemocratically, submits I, .
Voitinovieci, sentenced. When his appoal was hoard by o people's Judge, he
was acquitﬁed on the grounds that the plaintiff was a "eulak!; owning more
than 150 hcad of shoep and wishing to rotain tho defundant as his shephord.
15/8 (7) 4

. ( SOVIAT DEXDS SPEAK STRONGER THAN HORDS
\ T

The Olaim to Tolorance Disproved

"Broad creative discussions on debatable quustions of scivnce and art
have bocome a daily practice in Soviet cultural 1ife": (Lloxander Fadcev at
the Wroclaw Congress of Intollcctuals, August, 1948)

The following Soviet scicntists have becn dismisscd from tholr posts
in Zoviet scademies and universities for holding "rcactionary, ideslistic™
viecws in biology, according to announcenents mado in the Jovict press during
tha last two montha.

Professor 5.M. Gorshenzon: dismissed from the professorship of

4

Bioclogy at.Kiev University.

Br. L.h. Orbeli, dismissed from his post as secretary of the section
of . blologlcal soicnces of the Academy of Sciences of the U.i3.3.R-

Mr. I.M. Polyakov: dismissed from his posts as departuental head of
the Institute of Seleétion and CGenctics and as professor of bilology a at
Kharkov University. Mr. Polyakov opposed Mr. Lysoenko during the roecont
debate on Michurin genetics, but recanted after the latter had announced
that the Central Coumittee of the Soviet Communist Party endorsed his views.

¥r. D.K. Tretyakov: dismissed from his post as president of the
biology section of the UkrainianAAcademy of Sciegoes and from his post as
dircotor of the Institute of Zoology.

Mr. Zavadovski was forced to discontinue his work in the Institute of
Experimental Biology of the hcademy of Sciences -of the Kazakh Soviet

Socialist Republic. 15/ (7) e
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. ‘How the apcret Police Acted in Estonia

¢ 3trikers, industrialists, policeuen, non-commissioncd officers,
mystics, diplomaets and prostitutes,,as woll nas prominent members of anti-
Comaunist Partics and rclatives of Sovict citizens who have escaped abroad
all figured on the Russian secrct police registor, used as the basis for the
nass deportations fron Estonia in Junc 1941,

This informetion, compilod from docusents left behind by the N.ILV.D.,
ig takoen from a comprehensive rcport on "3oviet Deportations in Estonia",
submitted by exiled political lcaders, including Dr. A. Rei, former President
of the Republic, to the XVIIth Inturnational Red Croass Conferunce at 3tockholm
carlicr this yoar.

A1l "anti-Soviet" olunonts were to be registered for later arrest or
deportation to Russia according to the N.K.V.D. manual "Operation register™.
Pcople coning under this heading were divided into no foewer than 29 categorics
and included all those who had occupied prominent positions in the civil and
public services of independent Sstonia, workers who had gone on strike during
the 3oviet occupation, pcasants who wore hostilce to collectivisation, public
prosccutors, unagistrates and lawyers who opposcd the rovolution and all public
prosecutors cngaged in political cascs as well as "Trotskyltea", anarchists
and social revolutionarics". People who scrved in the diplomatio servico,
permansnt rcprosentativés of forcign coumercial firms and relatives of thosc
convicted under the sSoviet regiume or who had carricd on antimsoviet propa-
ganda abroad, active uembers of Zionist organisations, prison personncl,
restaurant ownsra, and officers of the rogular aruy were all montioned on
this list. '

The secret policae, togothor with mewbors of the Coumunist Party, druw

up further lists of those to be deported immcdiately and 19 railway echelons
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were told to prepare for the deportation of 11,102 pcople on the night of
June 14th. Novosibirsk, Vekanskaya and 3tarobielsk were three of the
initial destinations quoted on the "bills of lading" for this human cargo.

15/B (7) ©
(8) u.N.0.
. L
ALBANLA BLAMED FOR CORFU MINE DARAGE

Hoxha Govermuent Completes Purge of pro-Tito Blencnts

Reports that Lit. Goneral Xoxae, until recently Albanian Vice-Premnier
and MNinister of the Interior, has fled to Belgrade - according to other
stories, has organised a revolt in Sloania -~ may wark the conclusion; in
favour of the V.3.3.R., of a Russo-Yugoslav struggle for control of Albania.

Attention to this ninor chapter of the history of the U.3.3.R.'s
satellites is piver further point by the case which opened on 9th November
before the International Court at The Hague, in which Britain claims daunages
from Albania, alleging blame for damage to two British warships caused by
mines laid in the Corfu Channel in 1946.

Like the other parties of Bastern Europe the Albanians have had théir
purge and have bocen right, and then wrong, and more or less right again over
the Cominform conflict with Tito. The purge, which was described in af}
comnunique of the Ailbanian Govermment on 21st October, involved the ejection
of the pro~Yugoslav faction in the Party leadership and the correction of
"oeftain divergencica" from the strict decorum of Cominform etiquette.

On 20th Novenmber, 1947, it was announced that Nako Spiru, a leading
Communist, had accidentally shot himself dead while using his rcevolver as a
poinker at a town planning ncoting at 2 o'elock in the morning. Some months
1a tor, this version of Spiru's death was withdrawn in favour of suicide
caused by despair at the failure ¢f the anti~Yugoslav faction headed by

Prime Minister Bnver Hoxha.
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Until the "purlfloatlon" plan began therc had bcoon consilcrable
penctration by the Yugoslavd of the Albanian Coumunist Party and of ,lbanian
1ife and economy in general. The Yugoslavs had wanaged to clininate a nuaber
of opponents (Spiru was one of thein), but they had not found it possible to
get rid of Hoxha himsclf, partly because he had been built up as the "father
of the people", a fashion in dousstic politics as wuch. in vogue in Albonda '
as clsewhorc.

Bofore the Soviet-Tito quarrel, when thero was no doctrinal objection
to subordination to Yugoslavia, Hoxha's resistance may have arisen frou &
coubination of old=fashioned nationalisn anti carceris.

Albenia Lines up with Cominforu

When the Cominforn quarrel broke out openly and the Cominform in June
19,8 launched its anathema against the Yugoslavs, the /4lbanian Couunist
Party (which is not a ucuber of the Coninfori) threw its own tiny thunderbolt
in the forw of an uneminous resolution of the Party Lxecutive condenning all

that associntion with Yugoslavia had iwplied. ‘

In the press campaign which followed (and still continues) the
Albanlana accused the Tygoslavs of criucs ranging frow terrorism and Trotskyism
to "iphuman conduct", such as the "arbitrary occupation of omnibus seats held
by sHlbanian students" (Bakshial, 16th 3opteunber, 1948) Pcrsonal abuse was
much favoured. 4 Yugoslav newspaper reforred to "unkompt, small bourgeois
types in slbania™. This may have recowacnded itsclf to thew as an improvement
on the phrase of the Couinforu journal which referrced to Tito as "a valn
1ittlc man and spoiled dandy".

While all this recrimination and abusc was golng on, Albania becane

logcow's pots receiving praise in Russian propaganda and, morc to the point,
shipnents of Sovict and satollitc waturials. By the end of Septomber, the
Albanian Comaunist Party, purificd by the flames cngendored by the C Couinform
spark, was ready to reshuffle the Cnbinct. This-they did on October 2nd,

renoving the deviators and othor tundesirables who had cxposed themselves
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‘to any of the usual charges of error, par ticulerly Titoisu. On Oci SZEthi,«

a comuunlquu attributed all the victorics claincd by the Albanian people to
the heroic Red frmy and the help of the U.3.3.8. It aduitted that ilbania
had gonc wrong by couing under Yugoslavia's influcnco and proniscd loyally to
obey the "teachings of the leader of the Ue3.35.0
Observers want to sce how the Comaunist Party oi 41bania will stand
the strain of its purgec.
. 15/B (8)

(9) Iron Curtain ' ’

R TURN SPRLT DISILLUSIONENT

Soviet Bepatriates Zscape from Armenia

Utterly disillusioncd by conditions in Sovict 4raenia, two repatriates
rocontly succecded in escaping through Turkey to the Levant States. s1lthough
fheir names nust be withheld in the interest of thoir security, they have
given the following account of life in Leninakan this autuan.

Bach repatriated family had to be cortent with one average=~sized roon
in a onc-storied housc of stone or ceucnt - the norial scaleo of accommodation.
The walls were not plastered and the roofs wors icprovised. No schools wore
provided for the repatriates apart from onc small rooi for the vory young
children. ,

, Tron ten to fifteen roubles a day was the average wage: On the open
warket Mwhitish" bread cost 30 roublcs a kg., potatoes 10 roubles, nsat 30
roubleg, and cheesse 60 roubles when 1t was available. sSwall guantitics of
black broad at four roubles a kge could bg bought in cou=operative shops, but
thore was no couprehensive systen of foud rationing. Boiled potatoss Wore
the worker's staplc diet. 3hoocs, Wwhoido cardboard soles woere covered by a
thln layer of leathor, cost LOO roubles

Onc of thoe repatriates was told to Ibpurt for work ot a local garage
ns he could drive a car, but as the shortage of tyrcs neant therc was little

work, he asked for anothcr job ~and was sent to a workshop naklng wey=safos
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for tho loedl authorities. Hore again therc werc not onéugh tools to
provide full~tine work, but whoen hoe wont again to tho authoritics he was told
that if he did not robturn he would have to keop hiugcelf by sclling his
possessions. This he did, in coumon with wuany of his fwllows, until his
CSCaDe .

Police control waa apporent in most daily activitics, although bribery
vias cbmmon and coffective, Inforucrs were encouraged and prizcs woere offercd
and given for inforuation leading to the arrest of poople trying to czcape.
411 letters were censored and peoplc could only gruable in thoe market with
any safefy, ag thero the supervision was least effective.

Disillusionment among the ropatriates wns general. (cf. 7/B (7) a)

15/8 (9) o

ORBIT COUNTRIAS FORCED TO ,LCKNOWLEDGE DEBT TO RUSSLA

History Distorted To This Jind

The insisteonce of the Joviet Union thot the orbit countrics should
acknowlodge that the help and exauple of Russia was an essential factor in
the creation of a "popular democracy" and the resulting distortion of history
have been furthor illustrated by pross articles in both Czochoslovakia ~nd
the Soviet Union on the 30th ‘anniversary of the Czechoslovak kopublic.

The new Czech ambassador in Moscow, lr. B. Lastovisca, contributed an
article.to "Pravda' on 28th October, in which he stated that the 1918 Czecho~
slovak Republic has been assisted by the 1917 Octobur Revolution in Russial
It had, nevertheless, been wrongly founded 2s o bourgeois State, ond as a
result of its pre-war policy of co=operation with the Wost the country nad
lost its independence ag 2 nation.  Czechoslovakia rogﬁincd this independence,
thanks only to the heroic struggle of the Soviet people. '

This theme was also taken up by the Czech linister of Inforuation,
ir. Kopecky. Writing in the Coumunist weckly "Tvorba', the Ministor wunin=

tained that the influcnce of the Russian revolution in 1917 was the deciding
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factor in the libeoration of Czechoslovakia in 1918. DNone othor than
larshal 3talin paved the way in his "Morxism and the Nationality Question',
written in 1913. 1In future, as dNr. Kopecky pointed out, the history of the
C zechoslovak Republic "will be writton from the point of view of truth as
represented by the working class'.

The defamation of the wemory of Dr. Bencs has becn an esgsential part
of this distortion of history. Czsechoslovakia's failure to fight in 1938
was entirely blaued on the late President by Dr. Richter writing in "3vobodne
slovo" recently. The negative attitude of Thomas Magaryk and Dr. Benes
towards the Russian Republic hoth in 1918 and 1945 was alleged to have
endangered first the creation and then the restoration of the Czechoslovak
State.

15/B (9) b

"SNOOLERS' TRAINGD IN I/, 3THRN ZONE OF GERIANY
Alm to Control the People

The setting up of a corps of "snoopers" in the Bastern zone of
Germany is a recent move in the Comumurist atteupt to control the population
through the so-called popular movements and Oommunist-dominatod nass
organisations (cf. 8/B (9) b).

Through a "Pcople's Correspondents' iovement", workers are boing
encouraged to tell newspaper editors what is going on in their imnediate
sphere, and to securc publicity for acts of "cconomic sabotage", and for
opposition to the Sovigt-sponsored Socialist Unity Party.

According to the Soviut-licensed "Neues Deutschland" of 15th October,
the first mass weeting of these People's Correspondents was held in
Magdeburg on 2nd October. Those atténding this nceting stated that the
correspondents were a decisive factor in the crcoation of a true "people's
pross", adds the newspaper account, and recorded their "unanimous and healthy"

opposition to the principle that the law should stand above the. paople.
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People's Correspondents are to be given "trﬁlnlngﬁﬂﬂ¥p¥%6 first

course for gorrespondents in Brandenburg has been opened at Luckenfelde,

X

reports the Gerwan press service. Those taking part arc workers and .
technical cnployces from large Brandenburg conccerns.
15/B (9) ¢
WIDLSPREAD DDUCATIONAL NuGLICGT IN THE U,S.5.R.

Bvidence thoat the educational shortcomings in the 3oviet Ution,
recently adnitvted by the linister of dducation, Mr. Vozncgonsky, are not
confincd to outlying republics is given in the cditorial published by "Trud",
on 13th October (ct. 3/B (9) a).

In the town of Ivanovo, gome 250 ka. north—éast of Moscow, for
example, 220 children of school age did not put in an appearance at the
beginning of the scﬁool year on 15th Septeuber. In the region of Ivanovo
867 children from the first to the fourth classes and 29/ frou the Fifth 4o
the seventh stayed ﬂway.

In the roglon of Tambov = further aficld = and in the Mari auto=
nomous republic the nuabers of children from the first to the fourth classes
who did not attend were 3,500 and L,000 respectively.

Lt is also evident from the article that tho blome again rests with
the local authoritics, who fail to keop an up=to-date or efficiont register
of children of sgchool age. In the t.wn of Verkhyuya Tavda, in the region of
Sverdlovsk, 120 children whose names did not appodr in the rogister presented
‘themsclves for the fifth class ot tho boginning of the school year. The
number of children who turncd up for the first to fourth classes nnd whosc
names were not on the register wag 300. In futurc, concluded the article,
all party organisations must take an active part in the campaign for

"universal education'.
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POLITIC.L ENLIGHTENMANT ON S4La?

How should the "3ocinlist" merchant of the now era treat his
customers? asks "iagyar Nap", the organ of the Hungarian trade union of
commercial euployeus in an October issue. They should, replies the writer,
consider the intercsts of the custowcrs and at the sauwe time teach and

. cducate them. "They should be helpful and if n@cessary'anlighten them on
pdiﬁom.mbsﬁmmﬁ

How will such instructions bo, carried out in practice? then asked
"liagyar Nemzet", the organ of the Balogh Party, the so-called Hungarian
Independent Denocratic Party. "Shall we enter a shop and as we ask for

braces, ask at the same time for political enlightenment?"

15/B (9) ¢

CZECHS TXPUNGE TITO 43 COLLUGE N.IE

Deytle Changs Needed to Keep Pace
With Bvolution of Party Line

, Prague has again found it necessary to rename one of her colleges,

in order to conform with political changes. According to "Svobodne Slovo"

of 28th October, the college which before the war was called Alexander Collcgc,
after Klng Alexander of Yugoslavia, and which was renomed Tito College

after the creation of the Yugoslav Popular Democracy, has again had its nane
altered. On 27th October, students and euployecs decided to leave nothing to

political chance and remamed the college Comenius College.

| 15/B (9) &
(10) Coumunist Parties Outside the Iron Curtain

COMIMUNIST OFPOSES COMMUNIST IN FINLAND

Differences within the Communist~dominated Folk Democrat Party in
Pinland, rumcurod for some time past, have been confirmed, sccording to
recent reports from Helsingfors, by the omission of certain signatures on the
Folk Democrat motion preosented for debate by the Asscmbly on 1st Oétober.
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Anong Folk Denocrat members of the Dist who have not signed the
notion are ITI. llauno, Pekkala, the former Prine Ministor, and Yrjo Leino,
husband of the former IMinister of the Interior.

When if. Leino was excluded from office at fhé recent Connmunlst Party
elections, the Couuunists denicd reports of any division of opinion within
their own Party. The fact that M. Loino has now shown publicly that he does
not agree with a Coumunist-inspired wotion robs this denial of its force.

15/B (10) a

S45R COMMUNIST RESIGNS " his mat rial procured by
Central In elligance Agency

Disillusioned by Soviet Policy

"The end of r~n illusion" =~ this was the uecaning given by Ii. Hoppe, one
of the two Comnunist deputics in the 3aar Dict, to his resignation frou the
Coununist Party, announced on 16th October.

In the letter giving the reasons for his sction, which was published
in the "Saarbruecken Zeitung", M. Hoppe said that the Connunist Party had not
becoms ~ as he and willions o/ othoers had hoped 1t would = a rallying point
for fhe forces of deuocracy; it had rather rotrogressced in that it had once
again adopted the old and unfruitful doctrines of the [re~1933 era.

M+ Hoppe accused Russia of iuperialist anbitions and finished his
denunciation of her policy by saying that all his attompts to obtain infor-
mation on Gorwan prisoncrs of war im Russia had proved fruitless. Moscow had
not deigned to reply and Hr. Grotewohl, the Bastorn zone leador of the
Connunis t-doninated Socialist Unity Party, had merely sent an acknowledgeucent,
giving no inforuation.

15/B (10) b

DLENTSH COMIIUNISTS QUESTION SOVIET POLICY

"Even in the ranks of the (Danish Communist) Party there are those
who doubt whether the U-QoQ-L- ig consistently defonding peace, nceeds peace
and desires peace". This statenent was made to the Central Committes of the
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Danish Communist Party by thu chairuan, Mr. nkbbl Larscon and published in

'

the newspaper "Land og Folk" on 25th Scptenbor.

In roviewing the weaknesscs of the Party, lir. Larsen confirued rccent
reports of disscnsion anong Danish Comaunists (cf. 5/B (10)). "There are
those", he added, "who criticise the U.3.8.R.'s usc of the veto, énd who
hold doubts about the one party systom .. Intellectuals are disturbed",
he confessed, "by the discussions on philosophy, nusic and biology in the
U.S.8.R. They do not roalise that nany concopts must be qualitatively
differont in a socinlist sosicty and they Judge thesc things according to
use and custom and not dialectically ... JSome try to protend the problem
does not exist; the weakest leave the Parfy and oven become enerics of the
Party and of the Soviet Union". _

While denying that these tendencies werc douinant within the Party,
Mr. Lafson acknowladged that they were not without influence.

The Party chailrman also denounced those who tried to beg the question
of subservience to loscow. |

15/8 (10) ¢
(11) 1Miscellancous

BRITISH STUDSNTS CUT LINK WITH COMIUNIST HEDERATION

Gontinued Associntion Prejudicial to Youth Interests

The dclegate council of the National Union of 3tudents, at a meeting
in Banchostor last weckeend (Nov. 6/7) decided by 77 votes to 46 to dis-
continue its direct affiliation to the World Federntion of Democratic
Youth on thc grounds that the #.7.D.Y. had couc under Comaunist Gomination,
and that consequontly the National Union's ralations with many youth
organisations in the United Kingdow wore being prejudiced.

At the same tine the Union reaffirmed its will to work for the
developnent and imprcvencnt of international contacts awmong youngd peoples
and its readiness to work to this end through thc International Union of

dtudents by participation in the nractical activities of the w.F.D.Y.
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This action is in linc with actions that have been taken in rocent

months by studont organisations in wany countrics, including 3Sweden, .
Denmark, dwitzerland, Belgiun, Finland and the U.l...

There has bocn a growing realisation that the W.fD.,Y., like the
World Federatiocn of T ade Unions, was being diverted fronm its original
purposc to becoming o nerc instruacnt of Soviet politics.

Student groups in wmany parts of the world have found it inoredsingly
difficult to understand why the W.F.D.Y. secretariat has been able to give
the false impression that its membors are consilstently opposed to the
Western powers, ard why therc has becn so exact a concurrence with the
views of tho Soviet Covernment, cexpressed without reference to the organ-
isations which the Fuderation clains to represcnt. (Cf. 2/4)

15/B (1) a

FILM LPPHECTLTTION TO ORDAR

"inyono who cannot find contact with this (Soviet film) art is
undéubtedly lacking; the propor view of 1ife and has been unable to comncct
hinself with the strecan of human progress". This cultural pronouncement
by Gyula Hay in the Hungarian ncwspaper "Szabad Nep" was made in an article
about Hungary's reccption of Russian films, and at leust demonstratos that
that reception has not been uniforuly friendly.

' 15/B (11) b
Index

PART A - There is no Part Av this week

PART B - g 1 g Labour Affairs - (7) Human Rights
Agrarian Affairs. 58) U.N.O.
%) Islamic World 93 Iron Curtain
. l) Christian World (10) Communist Parties Oute
5 Azslatic Affalirs side the Iron Curtain
(6) International Movements (11) DlMiscellaneous
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Y FINAL ECLIPSE OF DEHOCRATIC OPPOSITION IN BUﬁGARIA

el "Treagon" Trial of 3ocialist Roveoals Evasion
‘  pis mat gl proc 407 of Huuan Rights Clauso of Poace Treaty
¢ . e ce
in ellig®® : :
C-Oﬁ“al The sentonce of 15 years' imprisonient on Kosta Lulchev, leader of

the now liquidated Bulgarian Social Deuocrat Party, announced on 15th
Noveuber after a trial on truaped Wp charges of action against the Coununist
regine, has fulfilled the determination of the Stalinist rulers of Bulgaria,
in defiance of the Peace Treaty, to reuove the last vestigos of* deuwcratic
polifical opposition. _

Political counentators concur that the main purpose of the trial was
to elinminato, at the behest of the Couinform, any personﬁlity who night
becone the focal point of opposition to the regine.

"4 bitter blow agoeinst Socialisn ... and a tinely warning", was how
the sentences of Lulchov and those tricd with hiu wore described by Mr.
Morgan Phillips, Secretary of the British Labour Party, in a statcment
issued in London on 18th November. _

#Mhe real erime for which these men werc punishced", Hr. Phillips said
"was their single=minded detctmination to fight for dewocratic Socialistie
Their fate is a terrible lesson to all thosce who still belicve that Coumunisn
and Socialisu have somcthing in corron®.

Ot the trial, which was conducted in the faniliar atuosphere of
political roerimination, a predominant part was played by "confessions"
extorted during imprisonuent in pre-trial investigations conducted without
legal aid.

To coincide with these acts of suppression the pro-Comzunist group in
the Bulgarian 4ssembly which called itself the Social Democrat Party-has been
quietly absorbed by the Communist Party and has ccased to maintain even tho
pretonce of a scparatc identity. It was to this group that had boen gilven i
the funds, newspaper and documents of tho original 3ocial Deuocrat Party,
taken away by force by the militia in 1945.

The original Bulgarian Social Democratic Party had an honourable
history over 50 years, and survived a series of dictatorships of both Rig_’;lfliil'Y
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dgﬁ Left. After the first world war it was a Social Denocrat Minister of the

. Inferior'who held the only frec cloctions Bulgaria has cvor known.
Under the Fascist and Gorwmanophilc ropgimes thoe Party,; led by Grigor

Cheshned zhiev, Joined the resistance noveument - the Fatherland Front - and

when the Germians were expelled was given two seats in tho Govermment. It was

at this stage that Cormmunist pressurc and intriguc begon against it. sfter

the loss of the party funds Chesuedghiev resigned fron the govermmont along

with the recently cxccuted leader Potkov, and digd soon afterwards.

Dimitrov's Threats

It has becn recalled by obscrvers that the menbors of democratic groups
in parlianentary opposition in Bulghria can have had 1ittle hope of escaping
final suppression since the renarkable statouent by the Prine Minister,
Dimitrov, at the sitting of the Bulgarian Grand National ssscubly on January
12th, 1948, Dinitrov, inccensed by stotenents criticising the Communist budget
to which he had besn listening from a loud~speaker in his office, rushed into
the assenbly and addreossed represcntatives of the Lulchev group with these
words. "You should reflect well so as not to experience the fate of your
allies; foroign agents and enemies of Bulgaria: If you have not growﬁ any
wiser yet and if you do not attempt to grow wiscr you will rcceive from the
people what you will remeuber 'up to Saint Peter''.

As Lulchov is 67 yoars old, the 15 ycars' sentonce is almost certain to
fulfil Dimitrov's desires in the prison which already houses the octogenmarian
Socialist Pastukhov.

The British "Daily Herald" of 19th Noveubur, points out that the deos-
truction of Social Demccracy is one of Stalin's wain objectivos, and guotes
his statenent in "Problems of Leninisa" that "It is impossible to put an end
to capitalism without pubting an end to Social Deuocratisn in the Labour
Movenent",

The Lulchev trisl and all that implies offer an interesting conuentary
on Bulgaria's anxiety to be accopted as a ucnbor of the United Nations, par-
ticularly in that the purposcs of the Poacc Treaty have been defoated. srticle
2 of the treaty guarantess to oll Bulgarian fﬁ}:ﬂgﬂ%@g@;ﬁent of f’rcedom»
of expression and of political opinion. Central In ellénce Pdenqu O}“-y
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"I am ho prophet, but I know for a certainty that the undertakings

of the Soviet AGs (Oompanlea) +++ Will no longer be dlsmantled, removed or
blown up, but will be preserved for the benefit of the Goruman people to
whom they will ultimately belong",dcclorcd Fritz Sélbuann, deputy chairman
of tho Russian-sponsorcd Goruan conouic Coumission, who was quoted in the
newspaper "Neue Zeit" in Septembef 1948,

But in October in thothird dismantling list drawn up by Fritz Selbmann's
office at the request of the Russian military administretion, 162‘Soviet
companics are mentioned. Dismantling, according to the report of the
German news agency DENA, is to begin on Décember 1st, 1948,

Giving this report on 31st Octobur, the Amcrican~licensed newspaper
”Tagéaspicgei” adds that the workers cuployed by these concorns may not
necessarily be uncuployed after dismantling takos place. The officials of
the Comnunist-dominated Frec Gerwan Trades Unions of the Soviet companics
in Oberschoeneweide were -recently informed that women workers in each Soviet
company in that district were to be given leave of absence to be trained as
women-police. At present 200 women workers are at present belng selected
in Oberschoeneweide for police duty in Kocponick. "Perhaps", concludes the
"Tagesspiegel", "Sclbmann will have recourse to this 'way out' and so kqep
the workers fully eamployed in the service of wmilitant Comaunism".

16/B (1)

(2) Agrarian Affairs
TWELVE YEAR SENTENCE FOR PASSING ON 4 RUMOTR

Closs War Sharpens in Poland's Villages

The drive to eliminate peasant farmers in Poland to prepare the way
for collectivisation was evident in the scntonce of 12 years' imprisonment
passed by the Wroclaw regional military court on Mr. Wladyslaw Okon, =a

peasant faricr  frow the village of Uniclkosz. According to the Communist
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~ newspaper "Glos Ludu" of 22nd October, Mr. Okon was§ accused of stating that
the authorities in the Kielce province were introducing compulsory collect-
ivisation in the villagea and that 200 peasants.Who opposed this action were
murdered. This statement made lir. Okon gullty of Spréading hostile propa=-
géhda the Court said, and he was gentenced to a long term of imprisonment.

The previous day, Edward Puach, writing in the Socialist newspaper

"Robotnik", had confirmed earlier reports that the Communist-domineted
Peasant 3elf-Help Associations are to propare farmers for the introduction
of collective farming. (Cf. 13/B (2) a). "The co=-opcrative movement", he
wrote, "will pioncer now and progressive forms of colloctive production'.
New elections to the county and village offices of the Agsociation would
shortly be held, stated lMr. Puach; they would be of particular impor tance

in view of the sharpening of the class war in the villages.
.ms mat ralprocured by o 0y
entral In ellig-nce Agency
BULGARIAN PEASANT OPPOSITION MET BY FORCE

"Flying Brigades" Following U.3.3.R. Proccdent Scnt to Villages

Organised resistance on the part of Bulgarian peasants to grain
collections in the Dobrudja was admitted in the Sofim pruss at the end of
October. Five villages wore named where the whole population was said to
nave refused to deliver the fixed guota: the local councils and leading
figures in both the political parties and wass organisations were accused of
failing to co-opecrate in the collection. ‘

The Bulgarian Govermment also admitted for the first time in the
press that it had decided to make a forced collection of cereals in the face
of this opposition; "flying brigades" were organised and both political and
sdministrative authorities punished. The Hungarian Minister of Justice, i. Rise,
hos also told farmers,.acoording to press reports from Budapest, that "flying
committecs" were being organised to tour the countryside supcrviaing

operations and "unmasking sabotage".
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.  The organlsatlon of "flying brigades" was one of the measures adopted

by the Soviet Government to extract food supplies from the newly formed
collective farms in the late twenties and early thirt;es. In their despair
the Russian peasants had slaughtered their livestock beforo cntoring the hated
collective farus; famine was widespread ﬂnd the Hoviet Governmohnt ant
special Political Departments to scize the grain harvested by the 'kolkhoa
before it could be catoen by the starving peasantry. In his book "I Chosc
Freodom", Victor Kravechenko deseribes the work of the Dopartuent in which

hc was mobilised. Before lcaving for the villages ncmbors of the departuent,
who included men from the N.K.V.D., werc told that the job of preventing

the desperate farmers from cating the green shoots and offfighting the
cnemies of collectivisation, would require "strong stomachs and an iron will".

Organised brutality was the Govermment's answer to organised resistance.
A g

16/B (2) b

(3) ZIslomic World
COMINFORM ATTEMPT TO UNDERMINE TURKISH STRENGTH

Georgian Rusgians Reveal Soviet Plan

The cacape of two Georgian Russians, Giorgl Gegolashvili and Chola
Rusidzi from the Soviet Union and their arrival at Adana in Turkey was
reported in the independent Istanbul newspaper "Vatan" on 26th October.

Moubers of the Red Army, they stated that a great number of soldiers,
industrial workcrs and peasants had been lod to question the Coumunist
doctrines by what they had secn in other Buropecan countrics while serving
with the armed forces both during and after the war.

As the Soviet High Comuand considered Turkey o strong bastion and one
difficult to overcome, a thousand Cominform agents in Turkey had been given

the task of undermining the country from within.

e howy 163 ()
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- AOUASNIAN COMIUNTISTS CUT V., TICAN LINK
Govarnoont Cawpsign Agailnat Uninte Church

The outcome of the Government-gponsored campalgn to end the allegiance
of the Uniate Church in Roumania, to the Vatican was the rounion of the Greck-
Catholic rcligious community with the Rounanian Orthodox Church on 21st
October, reported in the non-party newspapers "Frontul Plugarilor" and
"Universul".

This means in c¢ffcect the liquidation of the Uniate Church, and
Catholic groups in touch with Roumania fear that this action may be a prelude
to an attack against thoe Roman Catholic clergy.

v+ The "reunion" followed a systomatic campaign of intimidation and abusc,
according to :cports from Bucharcst. The declaration of rounion of a barc
25 of the total Greek-Catholic pricsthood, unsupported by a singlc womber of
the hicrarchy, and oxtortéd by threats of viclence, was held to be a sufficicnt
nanifestation of the popular will to Jjustify the extinction ol the spirifual
libertics of one and a half willion Roumanians.

J3incce the declaration, Dr. Hossu,. the Grosk-Catholic ..rchbishop of
Cluj and Dr. Suciuc, the Bishop of BlaJd, have been ruported to be under
house arrcst and in Transylvania chdrnmont officials ars visiting the house
of all Greck-Catholics and ordering the people to sign a declaration
affirming thoir alleglance to the Roumenian Orthodox Churche. Failu;e to
sign ontails arrcst.

On 24th October, the Communist newspaper "Scanteia" published the
Roumanian Govermment's roeply to thé protest of the Papal Nunclaturc. The
Government rejected the "obvious ecaluunics . eee rogarding an alleged intore
ference of the Roumanian authoritics in the movement for the reunion” and
regarded the Apostolic Nunciaturc's Note "as a provocative act against the

Roumanian State and people".

16/B UQ a
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B . CATHOLIC PRIESTS DEPRIVED OF RATION CARDS

Recent offorts to weaken the influcncc of the Catholic and Orthodox
Churches in Yugoslavia have beon roported in the Belgrade pross. The 4Acting
Bishop of Zagreb has been detained for questioning and soveral mewbers of his
entourage have been arrcsted. All Roman Catholic priosts and nuns in the area
round 3plit have been deprived of their ration cards.

The Comaunist daily "Borba" has attacked the Orthodox Synod for not
attempting to stop tho activity of Bishop Dionisije and Bishop Nikolaj in the
United 3tates, directed against the presont regime in Yugoslavia.

16/8 (L) b
(7) Humon Rights

CANVASSING FOR THE OPPOSITION A CRIMS IN HUNGAKY

Non<Communist Voters Denied Freedom to Disagree

Majos UJvhri a wealthy peasant from Trnaszentgydrgy, Bertalan Gulyhs
and Toth-Balogh, who stirred up feeling against the Communists during the
olections and supported the (opposition) Barankovics Party, candidate were
sentenced by the People's Court to 27, 2k and 18 months imprisorment res-
pectively". '

These sentonces, reported in tho Workers'! Party newspaper, "yilhgossag"
on 14th October, read oddly in the lisht of the Hungarian claim that the
elections were free.

16/3 (-_7) a

DEIPITE MOLOTOV'S PROMISH GURIANS REIATN IN U.3.5.H. PRISONDS

"Since last summer it has become plain that the Russians never intended
to kecp thoir promise, solemnly given by liclotov, to return all (German)
prisoners-of=war and civil internecs by the end of the year".

In publishing this opinion on 3rd November, the Social Domocrat German
newspapor "Freie Prossc" adds that the monthly tables giving the nunber of
repatriates show that Russian assuranccs made by the highest Soviet authorities
cannot alter the factCONF‘DENT‘AL : - !(‘ A!S O‘-"'f‘L"
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Prisoners-of-war sent back in 3eptember and October were those Munfit
for work, or ill; now and again it was a hcalthy skilled worker and latterly,
to an increasing extent thore have been healthy young 'anti-Fascist' pupils,
sent back to the Wostern zones for very transparent rcasons".

Only a few sick prisoncrs have been sent back from Roumania and the
uranium mines at Jachymov in Czechoslovakia wheorc the Russians still cmploy
German prisonsrs.

"The broad mass of hcalthy prisoncrs", concludes the "Freic Preosse",
"gees once again how little value there is in the promisca of the totalit-
arian countrises in the east. The 3ocial Dewmocrat Party sxecutive and the
Ministers~President have protested agaln and the Gorman nowspapers .ss have
not failed to draw attention repeatedly to this crime against humanity".

16/B (7) b

MBFILZ-VOUS: LES OREILLAS COMMUNISTES VOUS iSCOUTLENT!

" "No Politics Please": this notico, is oncc again being put up in
shops in Pragus. ~ The notice boards have been kept in storage by many shop-
keepets since they wors used during the German occupation.

16/B (7) ¢

PRAGUE WORKAEKS SENTENCED A3 OPPONENTS OF THE RAGIME
Ten Yoars For Distributing Illegal Leaflets

The severity of the repreasive measurcs taken in Czechoslovakia against
opponents of the Communist regime and the fact that thessc opponents are by no
means drawn solely from the bourgeoisie werc cvident in the frial of 32 pcople
held in Prague in October (cf. 12/B (7) ¢).

The accused were charged, according to the ncwspaper "Lidove Noviny",
of producing and distributing the illogal loafle§ "Pochoden". BSeventeen of
them were workers and members of the working class, drawn from Liben, the

eighth district of Pragus which is considored to be a workers' stronghold.
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The court sentenced 27 out of the 32 to tcrms of iuprisonuunt.varying

from 10 years to six months. The public prosccutor is, however, to appoal
against the "leniency" of the sentences imposed.

16/B (7) 4

THE "FRE&DOM" OF THE HUNGARIAN PRESS IN TIRORY AND FACT

"Nepszava', the organ of the Hungarian tradcs unions, attacked the
Barankovics! (opposition) newspaper "Hazank" on October 30th for roporting
that the best Hungarian crops werc reaped in "kulak" districts and for
dcfending the "kulaks". "Hazenk" was warncd to bo careful as othorwisc it
would be takon over by the State as tho Church schools had becn.

The following day, Mr. Jozscf Revai, the chief Comnunist publicist,
speaking on the tasks of the Hungarian prcss, gaid: M"World oﬁonts and
internal affairs may be presented differently by tho press of the other
democratic partics according to the point of view of thosG ev. to whom they
speak and whose intorests.they reprosent". This time precept followed
practice, but the contradiction reuwains.

16/B (7) e
(8) L.v.O. |

COMMUNIST POLICY IENOUNCED BY INTSRNATIONAL PEASANT UNION

National Intercsts Subordinated to Jovict Aims

"..,. Stalin's Politburo controls directly the internal affairs of
every Comnnunist Party as well as the entirc political, economic and social
1ifc of the countries undor Comaunist dowination". In a wmcmorandum addrcssed
by the International Peasant Union to the United Nations' Geoneral Assoubly
in October, prominent sxiles such as M. Stanislaw Mikolajczyk of the Polish
Poasant Party, Dr. Milan Gavrilovic of the Serbilan Agrarian Unlon and il.

Ferenc' Nagy of the Hungarian Smallholders' Party sct down considerable

evidonce in support of this claime m'_,!_{U OEFICEALS Ot&L
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Communist praéticc in Bulgaria, 0 zechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland,
Roumania and Yugoslavia i1s quoted to show that "tho Comnmunist Partics do not
roocognise national interests of tho individual states" and that "duty toward
the fathorland is subordinate to that toward the Soviet Union". The
Cormunist doctrine that "all potentially non-Communist strata in every
Communist~dominated country are to be liquidated by means of violoncGs ses
as incompatible with the Soviet structure and the prolctarian dictatorship"
has led in practice to the deoath of more than 50,000 Bulgarian citizens
since Septeuber 9th, 1944; they wore cither put to death without trial or
sentenced by the Comnunist-inspired people's courts. In cach Iron Curtain
country the citizen faced with arbitrary arrest and inprisonment without
trial is powerless to defend himself in view of the fact that the aim of the
judicature "is not to enforce the laws but to sanction the arbitrary uethods
and to implement the aims of the Comuunist Party".

The dissolution of political parties opposing Communisn, such as the
Hungarisn Independence Party under Zoltan Pfeiffer, the exocution or imprison=-
mont of the opposition leaders such as Nicolas Petkov, loader of the Bulgarian
Agrarian Union and the suppression of the freedom of speech and asseubly have
been the uethods normally adopted by the Communists to achieve the dictator-
ship of their party. _

Where slections have been held a Coumunist victory has been assured by
duplicity and force. In October 1946 the whole "slate of opposition candidates
in the third Sofia=-city electoral colloge was declared invalid and thc three
opposition candidates running against the Comnunist dictator George Dinitrov,
elected with a wajority of 15,000 votes, wore thus deprived of their
nandates".

The collectivisation of the land regardless of the opposition of the
peasantry will mean, states the memorandum, that in the coming year in Poland

%707 of the population is exposed to imprisommont, porascution and Jjudicial

nurder for its 'sabotaeao Ofl"fslleg.i}} iitl\‘ﬁ'.,; n\L U S C:r‘:ﬁ ‘\LS bni—i
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In the factorics the rights of labour arc whittled away as the trades
unions arc transforned into agencics of governient and workcrs have no rodross
in the face of Governuent devices, such as the Stakhanovite syston, for
cutting the rate. Under Hungarian law, for oxamplc, strikes for incrcascd
wages arc forbidden.

In conclusion the nemorandwi points out that the Soviet Union has no
desire for lasting peace and undergtanding among nations. VWar is csacntial
to the establishment of Comaunism throughout the world (cf. 12/8 (7) b).
16/8 (8)

(9) Iron Curtain

© ORBLT REFUGLES SERK ASYLUM IN YUGOJSLAVIA

Yugoslavia continucs to claia that .'1t‘is the goal of large nuwibcrd of
political refugecs from other parts of U.d.3.R.-douinated Bastorn Burope..
237 Rounanians, 229 Albanians, 104 Bulgarians and 64 Hungarians sought asylun ‘
there as political refuge@s between 25th Septouber and 25th Octdber, aocording

the Communist newspaper "Borba" of 3rd Novewber (cf. 9/B (9) b).

Workers, peasants, intellectuals, soldicrs, schocl boys, menmbors of thoe
liberal professions, officc workers and childreon were represcnted aiong thosc
refugoes, uwany of whom were nombors of the Coununist Party of their native
country. These Communists, adds the official announcencnty gave proof of

their claim that they had becn forced to lsave thelr country for politicdl
reagong. . ) 16/13 (9) a

HUNGARIAN TAXPAYER FOKCED TO AID I1LRKOS

Govermuent Funds Diverted to MCormunist Charities” R

The fact that the Hunga:cian tax-paycr has been contributing to the

- f"‘," «f +
been uade known by 6 foE pest. EETAR L 5 b.‘\i-i
C ﬁ} N‘-ﬂﬂt .~ I"'PA‘ U b C i.&i' Vi
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As long ago as last April the Hungarian Governuent voted a uonthly
sua of two million forints for thc purposc of assisting "Genoral® Markos.
As, however, the official ruling provided that such funds nust take the form
of individual subscriptions, the sun was placed at tho disposal of the
Central Coumittoe of the Coununist Party and booked undér the heading of
"Communist charities". The Minister of Finance indented for the sua and the
voucher was signed by five top~ranking Comnuriists, Nyhrdy, Rakosi, Gerd,
Dinny&s and Vass, in order to discourage conscientious clerks in the Finance

Ministry from making any embarrassing enquirica.

16/B (9) b

HISTORY REWRITIEN TO FIT COMMUNISM

Ono Czcchoslovak history book "treats Karl Marx With-hypocritical
tolerance and uekes no mention of fZngels at all. It does not make nearly
enough of the French revolution and its treatment of the Great Russian
revolution is absolutely insulting". To these sins, wrote the Czechoslovak
Youth newspaper "Mlada Fronta" on 15th Octobsr, this history book, which was
igsued and approved by the Ministry of Education under Dr. Jaroslav Stransky
in 1947, added that of describing the whole era of the First Czechoslovak
Republic as a wmodel of socilal policy.

This press criticism was soon trénslated into action. On 16th Octobor..
"Mlada Fronta® was.able to report that the Ministry of fducation had bannecd
the offending book.

16/B8 (9) ¢

COMIWNISTS ACCEPT AMARICAN GIFPT PiRCBLS

Before the Coumunist-inspired celebrations werc held in honour of the
Czechoslovak Independence day on 28th October, members of the organisation

"Fighters of the Barricades" wore scnt, according to reports from Praguc, a

circular which contained the following paragra}ih: ' Cr!{'i{‘ALS 0
CONFIDE#N ii\LQﬁ;*;&;Rﬁl U. S
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"On Thursday, 28th October, we arc colebrating by a Joint gathering
and march in Wencedlas Squarc tho'proclamation of the Five Year Plan. The
meeting will take place at 7.30 asdia. If you do not appear you exclude
yourself from the Auerican Gift scheme (C...R.3.): distributiors under this

schene take place after 28th October".

16/8.(9) 4
;
SOVIET ZONE POLICE iUST IE COMMUNISTS v
"We can only tolerate one political school of thought in tho Eastern ,
zone police", recently explained Hr. Pariser, Chicf Inspector of the Dresden ‘

Railway Police, when addressing some 220 Railway police, the majority of whon
belonged to the Christian Denocrat and Libcral Donocrat Parties and who had
been dismissed for political reasons. :

At this mecting, reported by thO'British—liccnsed "Tclegraf" on 2hth
October, Hr. Pariser also told his audience that "we must reckon with tho
possibility of having to defend pcace in the Eastern zonc with woapons in our
hands" and it would be impossible to tell how those holding other than the
pernitted political ideas would usc thelr weapons if tﬂings baéame serious.

16/B (9) ¢
THE BITER BIT

Sanctions Against Yugoslavia Check 4lbanian Production

The sanctions inposcd on Yugoslavia by Albania after Tito's expulsion
from the conity of "popular democracies", have, apparcntly, recoilecd on
Albania hersclf. Rocent preas reports from Tirana and Belgrade indicate that
work on various projects of great importance to Albania has beon interrupted,
owing to the lack, both of Yugoslav specialists and technicions and of the
raw materials férﬁerly subplied by Yugoslavia.

At the Skodar cement works where the management and personnel were
Yugoslav, work wos at a standstill at the beginning of Septonbier. The toxxileﬂ€‘€

mill at Skodar was only able to work two days a wock. v'ﬁ:&f\ALS 02 »
Ui -
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4% the Tirana oil works, the departurce of the scven specialists sent
from the Zagnels oil works in 1947, has caused production to ccasa, whilc tﬁe
shortage of stocks at the Tirana and Sacco factory has cut down work to tﬁroo
days a weeke.

Porhaps the uost scrious conscquence to 4lbania is the interruption
in work on hor fortifiodtions. The neceasary watorials were supplicd by the
Yugoslav "Doset=Kolovon" cement workers' collective, fhe "IJisek" stocl works,
the "hutoput" construction workcers' colleetive, and the "Trepee" iron ore
nine and foundry. 'The last shipucnts fron these works arrived in July and
were followed by the departurc of the seventeen spucialists euployed in the
work of construction.

] As only 12=207 of the prograaac had becn coupleted by the end of the
swraer, the AJlbanian Governucnt has becn compelled to ask the "Titel" stecl
construction and bridge company to scnd back the Yugoslav gpecialists who
1cft thoe country in July.

The Boviet Union, which bears the ultiuvate responsibility for the
imposition of sanctions, has not only failcd to send the promiged specialists
to nake good tho loss of skilled Yugoslav co-opcration, but has also beon
unable or unwilling to supply the 2,000 tractors and coubined harvesters due
to Llbanio.

16/B (9) £

(10) Connunlst Parties Outside the Iron Curtain

DUICH CONMUNIoTb QPPOZE THA COMIWFORM
The Party Divided

The Cominform is "reactionary"; this view held by a certain numbor of
Dutch Communists is onc of the factors threcatening to split the Communist

Party in Holland, according to reports published by the Catholic newspaper

"De Iaasbode™ on 20th O Iﬁ ‘iL,_;‘._; gkﬂQ‘TROL U S OF‘-I\!ALS 0 \l-t
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The dissident branch, styled "The Netherlands Conuunist Comnittee™

' "B1 3"‘

according to the newspaper "Trouw", has published a pamphlet, adds "De
Maasbode", in which the Cominforn deﬁunciation of Marshal Tito is called "a‘
grave nistake" and held to bc onc of the main rcasons for the Communist
defeat at the recent general clection in Holland.

Dutch Communists, who oppose the Cominform policy, arc also hostile
to the stross laid on "international revolution" and dewand that the Dutch
Comaunist Party shall be firat and foreuost a "national organisation'.

Roports that all is not well with the Comaunist ncwapaper "De Wasrheid®
were published by "Trow" on October 21st. Gerben VWagenaar, the chaiiman;
and Paul de Groot, the sccretary, it ig ruioured, have fallen into Glagrace’
with the Moscow Coununists and the cditorial staff has been severcly cut
down.

16/B (10) a

OB PARTY BY S0:fs OTH:R NAME

Commmunist Stratagenm in Chilo

In vicw of the Chilcan Comnunists' failure to attract supportors to
the Party, they have decided, according to rocont roports frowm Santiago, to
follow a new line in attempting to obtain rocruits from the ranks of the
armed forccs.

Instcad of asking for nombers of the Party, Communists are now
canvassing for support for a Puople's Welfare Movenent "Movimilento para
el Biensstar del Pueblo". The stratagew is not considered by obsorvers

locally to have nuch chance of success.

16/B (10) b \
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Press

The following articles uay be found to contain points of interest:-

(a) Conguest of the Polish Iiind

"The Times", London: dissue of 18th Noveiber, 1948.

(b) Tito's Quarrel with Stalin

The Tugoslav Case

"The Manchester Guardian": dissue of 18th November, 1948.
(c) The Comaunist Flood in China, by Lt. Gon. HiV. liartin

"The Daily Telegraph", London:

(d) Prague's New Frecdowm, by J.7» Brucgel
"Tribune", London: dssuc of 19th Noveubsr; 1948.

Lndex

issuc of 18th Noveuber, 1948.

PLRT /i = Final Eclipsc of Douocratic Opposition in Bulgaria
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Note:= The index nuabering systen will be wmaintained as.
nbove, for reforence purposcs, whether or not
there are itens under all the various headings
in any particular issue.
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